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Gather your  
friends and start  
a school garden.

 REFLECTION     ARGUMENT FORMATION     LEADERSHIP
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WE GO GREEN

FACT: The 2017 Atlantic 
hurricane season was the 
most expensive in U.S. history.

ENVIRONMENT

We only get one green Earth, so let’s commit  
to keeping it that way! Start a garden in your 
school or community or take a sustainability 
pledge to plant the seeds for change. 

Encourage your family members, friends and 
neighbors to get involved and create an even 
bigger impact. Then watch how everyday actions 
can turn into extraordinary ones.

Sustainability + Purpose

= CHANGE
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WE GO GREEN WAYS TO TAKE ACTION

At School

• Challenge your peers to commit 
to a personal sustainability 
pledge, like packing five no-
waste lunches or reducing 
showers from 10 to five minutes. 

• Replace plastic water bottles 
with reusable bottles, recycle 
paper and pick up trash on 
school grounds. 

At Home

• Commit to a car-free day to 
reduce carbon emissions in the 
environment. 

• Encourage your family to bike to 
work and school, or take public 
transit as an alternative. 

As a Community

• Organize a garbage pickup walk 
in your neighborhood. 

• Have people meet at a local 
park, field or beach to help clean 
up your community. 

Gather your peers and create a  
sustainable garden for your school.

Campaign in Action
The students from Saltar’s Point Elementary School  
have been working diligently to make an impact in their 
community. This year, students are tackling an issue close 
to their hearts: the environment. Partnering with TerraCycle, 
the school has been transformed into a green space with 
the addition of a school garden where they use composted 
food from student’s lunches.

They are also working on a new trend in environmental 
circles, called Upcycling, where household items that 
would usually be thrown away are “upcycled” to create 
new products. For example, students recycle shampoo 
bottles and granola bar wrappers, send them to TerraCycle 
and new products are made of the recycled materials.
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WE GO GREEN LEARNING OUTCOMES

Checklist
 ■ Investigate and learn with the Environment Issue Card

 ■ Visit WE.org/wegogreen for more resources

 ■ Create an Action Plan

 ■ Put up campaign posters

 ■ Watch and share the campaign video

 ■ Print out and distribute the Creative Resource

 ■ Share on social media with #WEgoGreen

 ■ Complete your Campaign Impact Survey

 ■ Plan your WE DayX

Classroom Resource
Act Today for a Bright Future: Teaching green living for a sustainable future.

Grade Subject Connection Learning Goals Skills Developed

6 to 8 • Visual and Performing Arts

• English Language Arts

• Social Studies

• Science and Technology

• Explore the impact  
humans have on the 
environment.

• Learn what it means  
to live sustainably.

• Action planning 

• Research and writing 

• Argument formation  

• Organization 

• Reflection 

• Information literacy 

• Critical thinking 

• Leadership skills9 to 12 • Visual and Performing Arts

• English Language Arts

• Social Studies

Tech for Good Badge
Create a pledge-counter program or an app  
to track your ecological footprint. Challenge  
your fellow students to do as many sustainable  
activities at school as possible. From biking, 
walking or rollerblading to school to recycling 
paper and turning off lights in rooms that aren’t 
occupied, keep track of all the positive actions  
in your environment. Be sure to share your  
experience using #WEgoGreen.

Go further: Use your pledge counter or app to 
challenge your friends! See who can commit to the 
highest number of sustainability pledges in a week.
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WE GO GREEN

Let’s get doing.
Step 1: Investigate and Learn 
Planting the seeds for change begins with learning more about what’s going on in your  
own backyard! Use the Environment Issue Card to help you learn more about local issues.

What sustainability initiatives already exist in your school or community? 
Which ones work best?

Community Mapping
Download the Community Mapping activity at WE.org/weschoolskit to use as a guide to take a walk inside your school. 
Look for signs of issues that have negative or positive impacts (i.e., lack of recycling bins or overuse of electricity).  
Do you notice any obvious improvements you can make to your school?

Issues

INVESTIGATE AND LEARN
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WE GO GREEN ACTION PLAN

Set Your Goal 
What pledges can you take to help promote sustainability in your school? Have each person in your group set their  
own goal for making a positive impact on the environment, then decide on a pledge to take action on as a group!

We pledge to:

What is your goal for this action? For example, how many seeds will you plant in the garden? How many plastic water 
bottles will you switch to reusable bottles?  

 

When will you hold your campaign?  

Step 2: Action Plan
Ready to plan the actions you will take for your sustainability pledge? Use this chart to decide 
who will be responsible for each task involved. 

Task Group Member(s) Responsible

Make school announcements

Put up posters

Gather supplies

Change happens when everyone gets involved! Think of ways to reach out to your community and challenge 
others to pledge to live more sustainability.
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WE GO GREEN

Step 3: Take Action
Every seed planted and bottle recycled is helping contribute to a better, more sustainable world. 
Encourage your whole school to get involved and start taking action! 

Don’t forget to share your pictures, progress and success on social media with 
#WEgoGreen.

Reflect 

What does sustainability mean to you?

Why is it important that your school and community get involved in a campaign focused on sustainability?

What worked and what didn’t with your sustainability pledges?

TAKE ACTION
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WE GO GREEN

Step 4: Report and Celebrate 
Report
How many people participated in the campaign?  

How many people did you reach through the campaign?  

How many pledges of sustainability did your group take?  

How long did you run your WE Go Green campaign for?  

Has your educator contacted your WE Schools Program Manager about filling out an Impact Survey?  ■ Yes  ■ No

Celebrate
Make sure you celebrate and share the success of your campaign, and reward yourselves for all your hard work. 

 ■ Share photos of your actions with your school, community and WE Schools Program Manager.

 ■ Record the highlights of your event day and create a video.

 ■ Celebrate impacts through a class party, assembly or WE DayX.

REPORT AND CELEBRATE


