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A NOTE FROM 
OUR LEADERS

Dear friend,

ME to WE started as a book. It became a social enterprise. Now, 
it’s a movement.

It all started more than a decade ago. On a trip to Ecuador, Craig 
and Marc witnessed a minga: hundreds of community members 
travelling on foot from miles around, just to help build a school 
in a rural village. A local elder explained that this minga was a 
call to action—roughly translated from Kichwa, the word means 
“a community coming together to work for the benefi t of all.” By 
helping each other, it would help everyone’s collective future.

Today, the ME to WE movement continues to draw inspiration from 
that moment in the Andes Mountains. Living ME to WE means 
working together to create sustainable change, and making a 
difference with everything we do—from choosing travel that leaves 
a positive footprint on the planet, to making purchases that give 
back and make the world a better place, locally and globally.

Be the change, 

Craig Kielburger
Co-Founder

Marc Kielburger
Co-Founder

Roxanne Joyal
CEO

Russ McLeod
Chief Operations
Director
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A PLATFORM 
FOR SOCIAL 
CHANGE
ME to WE is part of a family of organizations that 
includes international development organization 
Free The Children, and inspirational event and 
year-long educational initiative WE Day. Together, 
we have a shared goal: to empower a generation to 
shift the world from ‘me’ to ‘we’—through how we 
act, how we give, the choices we make on what to 
buy and what to wear, the media we consume and 
the experiences with which we choose to engage.

Our unique partnership with Free The Children 
sets us apart. Every interaction with ME to WE 
contributes to real change as part of a sustain-
able development model with a 20-year history. 
This ground-breaking model works alongside 
communities and local governments on holistic 
solutions to address the root causes of poverty. 
Through ME to WE, people have the opportunity 
to play a role in a larger cycle of change.

TOGETHER WE ARE CHANGING THE WORLD

By donating half our net profi ts to Free The 
Children, we’re helping them scale their 
operational capacity while keeping a 9% admin 
rate, one of the lowest of any charity. The 
other half is re-invested to grow the enterprise 
and its social mission.

$8.5 MILLION
donated to Free The Children since 
2009 in cash and in-kind donations

Working alongside locals, travellers contribute 
to projects that are part of Free The Children’s 
holistic and sustainable development model. 
Projects contribute to one or more of the 
model’s fi ve pillars: education, clean water 
and sanitation, health, alternative income and 
livelihood, and agriculture and food security.

THOUSANDS
of travellers went on ME to WE Trips 
in 2014

Every ME to WE purchase makes a tangible 
and life-changing impact in a Free The 
Children community, contributing to ongoing 
development projects. Through Track Your 
Impact, consumers can connect directly to the 
difference they’re helping make overseas.

721,493 IMPACTS
were made through ME to WE
purchases in 2014
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FINANCIAL
IMPACT
Supporting Free The Children has always been at 
the heart of ME to WE’s mission. Every day, we’re 
helping Free The Children empower young leaders 
and transform communities at home and around 
the world. Half our net profi ts are donated to Free 
The Children; the other half are re-invested to 
grow the enterprise and its social mission.

*ME to WE has a formal donation agreement with Free The Children. Drafted by Torys LLP, the agreement ensures that all cash and in-kind donations are being met. Cash donations and net income are 
independently evaluated by auditors Kestenberg Rabinowicz Partners LLP on an annual basis.

SINCE 2009, MORE THAN $8.5 MILLION HAS BEEN DONATED 
TO FREE THE CHILDREN IN CASH AND IN-KIND DONATIONS.

IN 2014 ALONE, $2 MILLION WAS DONATED
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SHOP WITH 
IMPACT
WHEN YOU SHOP WITH ME TO 
WE, TRANSACTIONS EQUAL 
TRANSFORMATION.

Each product purchased connects to a positive 
impact made in a community overseas, but it’s so 
much more than that. We’re empowering people 
locally to live WE and contribute to positive global 
change through their everyday purchases. Globally, 
we’re empowering artisans to turn their cultural 
beading traditions into thriving livelihoods. 

Today, our product offerings have expanded to 
include school supplies, clothing, greeting cards 
and more. With every ME to WE purchase, people 
can see the impact they’re helping make around 
the world through our Track Your Impact promise.

MAMAS
employed through
ME to WE Artisans

BEADING 
GROUPS
in 14 communitiesTO DATE… 1,400 44

ME TO WE PRODUCTS HELPED TO CHANGE THE WORLD IN 2014.
This is over 1 million positive consumer choices made, contributing to tangible, sustainable change around the world.

By partnering with companies who care, we’re growing the ME to WE movement and making it accessible to more
socially minded consumers than ever before. Our partners in changing the world:
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BEADING A 
BRIGHTER FUTURE
A NEW EMPOWERMENT CENTRE IN KENYA 

At ME to WE’s new Empowerment Centre, “empowerment” is more than just a word—and ME to WE Artisans 
is more than just a way to earn an income. Here, it’s about breaking down barriers, redefi ning stereotypes and 
carving a path for the future.

Recently opened in Enelerai, one of Free The Children’s partner communities in Kenya, the centre is a place 
where women connect as they bead with ME to WE Artisans and participate in fi nancial literacy and leadership 
training. More than 400 women attended the centre’s opening. A call had gone out in the surrounding 
communities inviting women to train with ME to WE Artisans. There was also one man who arrived among 
the crowd of women—Daniel. He has no legs and uses his hands to walk. Though Daniel had never beaded 
before, he was eager to take on this opportunity and learn new skills. 

Today, each one of those 400 mamas—and Daniel—are employed through ME to WE Artisans, 120 working 
on special projects at the Empowerment Centre. The others are part of beading groups based in communities 
throughout Kenya’s Maasai Mara. The artisans come from both Maasai and Kipsigis communities, two of the 
cultural groups Free The Children partners with in Kenya. Brought together through ME to WE Artisans, the 
artisans are sharing traditions, learning new skills, and collectively building a better future—for themselves, 
their families and future generations. 

2014 ANNUAL REPORT 11   10 2014 ANNUAL REPORT



TRAVEL 
WITH 
IMPACT
Through our partnership with Free The Children, 
the impact of each trip overseas is ongoing, 
supporting development projects that are part of 
a holistic, sustainable development model. Our 
travellers range from youth and school groups, 
to adults, families and corporations. Working 
side-by-side with local communities, travellers 
work on projects driven by community need, 
from water pipelines that will provide clean 
water for entire communities, to classrooms 
that will educate generations of students.

PROJECTS ME TO WE TRAVELLERS  WORKED ON IN 2014

“We are building great things. We are working together as a community. Now students are going to high school and will 
have the opportunity to become professionals, and that makes me happier than anything.”
—Carlos Daquilema Ortiz, Free The Children construction foreman, San Miguel, Ecuador

NICARAGUA
Travellers worked
on 6 sustainable 

development projects

AMAZON
Travellers worked on 10+ 

sustainable development projects

GHANA
Travellers worked on

4 sustainable 
development projects

INDIA
Travellers worked 
on 14+ sustainable 

development projects

RURAL CHINA
Travellers worked 
on 13 sustainable 

development projects

KENYA/TANZANIA
Travellers worked 
on 53+ sustainable 

development projects

ECUADOR
Travellers worked
on 4 sustainable 

development projects
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THEY’RE OFF TO GREAT PLACES!
CONGRATS TO THE F IRST GRADUATING CL ASS AT FREE THE CHILDREN’S KISARUNI  ALL 
GIRLS SECONDARY SCHOOL!

In December 2014, we celebrated the fi rst graduating class at Kisaruni. As graduates, the girls were the community’s greatest symbols of 
hope, a brighter future and transformation.

In Free The Children’s partner communities, schooling generally ends after Grade 8—especially for girls. The chance to go to high 
school is limited based on home responsibilities, family fi nances, early marriage and access to schools. With the positive impact of 
education, these girls are empowered to become community leaders with the knowledge and tools to break the cycle of poverty.

The building of Kisaruni was both a community effort, and an international one. Breaking ground in 2009, ME to WE Trip participants 
helped with its construction, digging the foundation, laying bricks and working on fl oors for the classrooms, dorm rooms and the 
administrative building. Dozens of visitors from around the world attended the graduation ceremony, including supporters on a 
special ME to WE Volunteer Adventure and more than 120 ME to WE and Free The Children staff, joining the graduates’ families, 
friends, teachers and neighbours.

At the end of the ceremony, Carol Moraa, the school principal, addressed her students one last time. She let loose a fl ock of white 
doves and told the graduates, “We have given you wings to fl y. Go out there and fl y.”

Community members applauded loudly, yelling congratulatory cheers to the girls who aspired to become journalists, teachers, nurses, 
doctors or veterinarians, giving back to the communities  that had supported their growth. With an education, they could pay it forward 
and improve the livelihoods of other community members, sharing their knowledge and skills. The graduation was a school event, but 
most importantly, a community celebration.
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LEAD WITH 
IMPACT
Leading with impact is about working together 
to fi nd solutions to issues we care about, and 
empowering people locally and globally to be 
part of the ME to WE movement. Each year, ME 
to WE inspires and empowers thousands of youth 
to be the change they want to see in the world. 
Through innovative leadership programs, Take 
Action Camp, inspiring motivational speeches and 
more, we’re connecting young world-changers 
across North America and the world, equipping 
them with the tools to make a tangible difference.

HOW WE INSPIRED YOUTH TO LEAD CHANGE IN 2014:

feel empowered 
to make 
a positive 
difference in 
the world.

take action to 
improve the lives 
of others in their 
own community 
and abroad.

WHEN YOUTH SHIFT FROM ME 
THINKING TO WE ACTING*:

A social justice 
themed summer 
camp where youth 
discover their passions, 
build confi dence and 
leadership skills and 
connect with like-
minded peers.

A range of programs 
held in schools, 
engaging youth to 
take action on issues 
including volunteerism, 
inclusivity, bullying 
awareness and 
prevention and 
Aboriginal issues.

Innovative leadership 
trainings customized 
for youth groups and 
schools, providing 
youth with the skills, 
knowledge and 
confi dence to become 
local and global 
changemakers.

Students at 18 schools 
were equipped with the 
knowledge, skills and 
tools to live a globally 
conscious life and have 
a positive impact on the 
world around them.

Social justice focused 
speeches and workshops 
delivered by ME to WE 
staff in partnership 
with Free The Children, 
helping students identify 
their passions and plan 
to take action on local 
and global issues.

465 24,700 7.500 9.000 96.260
campers at Take 
Action Camp in 
Arizona & Ontario

signature
leadership
program participants

customized 
leadership program 
participants

students inspired 
through the We Are 
Global speaking tour

youth inspired 
through motivational 
speeches

*All stats from a 2014 survey by Mission Measurement, LLC. 

81%87%
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THE NEXT
CHAPTER

TOGETHER WE  CHANGE THE WORLD 

Today, the movement that started over a decade ago 
has grown into one that’s engaging and empowering 

people across the globe—whether it’s people in 
developing communities provided access to clean water 

or education, young people at home inspired through 
leadership programming or consumers who can use 

their purchasing power to change the world. Together, 
we’re building a better tomorrow. Thanks again for being 

part of an incredible year of impact—we can’t wait to 
make an even bigger impact in 2015.


