
 

Downie and Wenjack Families Announced to Join WE Day Ottawa Lineup 
Sharing Gord Downie’s Message of Reconciliation with 16,000 Young 

People 

 
- Downie and Wenjack families join previously announced guests, including former Secretary 

General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon, Canadian Paralympian and activist, Risk Hansen , 
and many more - 

Follow @WEmovement on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram - 
- WE Day Ottawa streams live at 9:30 a.m. EST on November 15 on WE.org/watchweday - 

- Bios, photos and information for WE Day Ottawa available on the WE Day Ottawa Electronic 
Press Kit - 

- WE Day is free to thousands of students thanks to partners led by  
National Co-Title Sponsors RBC and TELUS - 

 
Ottawa (Nov. 15, 2017) – Today, WE Day at the Canadian Tire Centre will host an international 
series of stadium-sized life-changing events, bringing together world-renowned speakers and 
performers, including Former Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-moon, Rick 
Hansen, Shawn Hook, Brett Kissel, Alexandre Trudeau, Erik Karlsson, Silken Laumann, 
Kenyan Boys Choir and more. The event will be co-hosted by Liz Trinnear, reporter for CTV’s 
Etalk and Much Host, and Olivia Holt, Hollywood Records recording artist and actress, with 
youth co-hosts Hannah Alper, Elliot Miville-Deschene and Tai Young. Together with 
international activists and WE co-founders, Craig and Marc Kielburger, the cast of returning WE 
Day fan favourites and new faces join 16,000 students and educators to celebrate the 
contributions of young people and kick-start another year of change.  
 
In tribute to the late Gord Downie, siblings Mike, Patrick, Paula and Charlyn Downie, along with 
mother Lorna Downie, will reunite with sister of Chanie Wenjack, Pearl Wenjack, and her 
granddaughter Sunset Wenjack, for the first time since the musician’s passing on October 17, 
2017. The two families will take the WE Day Ottawa stage to carry on Gord Downie’s legacy, 
advocating for Indigenous rights and reconciliation. The special state moment will be followed by 
a moving performance of Gord Downie’s The Stranger, by youth from Ottawa Catholic School 
Board Choir and Les petits chanteurs de Kanata. 
 
Alongside partners led by National Co-Title Sponsors RBC and TELUS, WE Day Ottawa will host 
over 500 schools from across the Ottawa area and thousands more from all across the country 
watching live online on WE.org/watchweday. With celebrity speakers, renowned performers, and 
global thought leaders, WE Day Ottawa celebrates the remarkable stories of people creating 
change.  
 
“WE Day is a forum created by and for young people—it proves that no one is too young to make 
a difference in their communities and around the world,” said Secretary-General of the United 
Nations (2007-2016), Ban Ki-moon. “It is essential to inspire and empower the leaders of 
tomorrow to work together to develop actionable plans to overcome the great issues of their 
time.” 
 
Speakers and performers at WE Day Ottawa will energize the crowd through a day full of 
powerful educational speeches, inspirational moments and empowering performances. A few 
must-see highlights include:  
 

 Singer, songwriter, and producer, Shawn Hook, performs hit songs “Reminding Me” and 
“Sound of Your Heart”  
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 Secretary-General of the United Nations (2007-2016), Ban Ki-Moon, addresses the WE 
Day Ottawa crowd, sharing words of encouragement and unity to thousands of youth in 
attendance 

 Silken Laumann, four-time Olympian, best-selling author, child advocate, speaker and 
life coach, speaks about overcoming physical and mental adversity  

 Brett Kissel, award-winning country music artist, performs hot songs “Airwaves” and 
“We Were That Song” 

 
More than a one-day event, WE Day is connected to the free, yearlong educational program WE 
Schools. Providing schools and community groups with curriculum, educational resources and 
action campaigns, the program is designed to enhance a school’s existing social initiatives or 
spark new ones. WE Schools encourages students to further their curricular learning and develop 
 life skills for success beyond the classroom. In the 2016/2017 school year, schools and groups 
across Ontario helped strengthen their communities through WE Schools, volunteering more than 
1,816,600 hours and raising nearly $6,376,700 in support of more than 2,230 local and global 
causes including hunger, poverty, environment, mental health, and bullying. 
 
“We’re honoured to celebrate with young change-makers from Generation WE, who have earned 
their way to WE Day by taking action on local and global issues,” said Craig Kielburger, co-
founder of WE. “Today, WE Day Ottawa will unite hard-working students, educators and families 
as they experience a day of inspiration, while celebrating their incredible achievements in 
service.”   
 
On November 13, 2017, WE and the Rick Hansen Foundation announced a partnership to raise 
awareness and advocate together for accessibility and inclusion within Canada. With inclusion as 
a strategic focus, the partnership will aim to mobilize young Canadians to help build an accessible 
and inclusive society. By removing barriers for people with disabilities, they can be free to fully 
engage in their local and global communities. Today Rick Hansen will take the WE Day stage for 
the 12th time at WE Day Ottawa to share his message of inclusion with thousands of young 
people and kick-start this exciting new collaboration. Also taking place on the WE Day Ottawa 
stage today, Toronto Raptors Superfan and official team Community Ambassador, Nav Bhatia, 
announces his ambassadorship of WE Charity, in partnership with his Superfan Nav Bhatia 
Foundation. 
 
WE Day—the world’s largest youth empowerment event—is free of charge to students and 
educators across Canada, thanks to the generous support of partners led by National Co-Title 
Sponsors RBC and TELUS. Students can’t buy a ticket to WE Day—youth from across the 
country earn their way by the actions they take on one local and one global cause of their choice. 
 
WE Day is supported in Ottawa by Co-Chairs Jeff York, President and CEO, Farmboy Inc.; 
Patrick Mullins, CEO, Silver Maple Developments; Tina Sarellas, Regional President, Ontario 
North & East, RBC. WE Day is supported nationally by Co-Chairs Jennifer Tory, Chief 
Administrative Officer, RBC; Darren Entwistle, President & Chief Executive Officer, TELUS; Bill 
Thomas, Chairman, KPMG International; Jeffrey Latimer, Owner, Jeffrey Latimer Entertainment; 
The Honourable David C. Onley, Former Lieutenant Governor of Ontario; and Andrew Williams, 
CEO, DHL Canada. 
 
About WE  
WE Day is part of WE, a family of organizations making doing good, doable. WE is made up of 
WE Charity, empowering domestic and international change, ME to WE, a social enterprise that 
creates socially conscious products and experiences to help support the charity, and WE Day, 
filling stadiums around the world with the greatest celebration of social good. WE enables youth 
and families to better the world – supporting 7,200+ local and global causes by volunteering  
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millions of hours of service, shopping daily with an impact, and raising millions of dollars that 
directly benefit their local communities and the world. Globally, WE’s teams in Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America have provided more than 1 million people with clean water, built 1,000 schools and 
schoolrooms overseas, and empowered more than 200,000 children with access to education. 
WE was founded more than 20 years ago by social entrepreneurs, brothers Craig and Marc 
Kielburger. Join the movement today at WE.org. 
 
Stay connected on the latest news and updates on WE Day: 
#WEday | @WEmovement | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Media Centre  
 
About RBC 
www.rbc.com/futurelaunch  
 
About TELUS 
www.telus.com/community  
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For more information of WE Day or to request an interview, please contact:  
 
Kendra Thompson  
Associate Director, PR & Publicity, WE Day 
1.647.607.9564 
kendra.thompson@we.org 
 
Reem Jazar 
Manager, PR & Publicity, WE Day 
1.416.919.9347 
reem.jazar@we.org 
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