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INNOVATION AND SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP GO HAND IN HAND
ELEMENTARY RESOURCES

BACKGROUND INFORMATION !
• Entrepreneur Sam Goldman invented an LED 

lantern with long-lasting, solar-rechargeable 
batteries. Made from inexpensive materials, 
the lanterns are affordable for people living 
in developing communities. The lanterns 
provide light in communities that don’t have 
electricity, reducing costs for families 
because the lanterns don’t require fuel or 
non-rechargeable batteries, and eliminating 
the risk of fire cause by gas lanterns. !

• In 2014, 16-year-old Trisha Prabhu from 
Illinois became a finalist in the Google 
Science Fair for inventing a new social media 
application that could help reduce cyber 
bullying. The application, called ReThink, 
analyzes social media posts for keywords to 
identify posts on social media like Facebook 
or Twitter that could be hurtful to another 
person. The application asks the person 
making the post to stop and think about the 
consequences of what they’re writing. 
Prabhu’s research found this can significantly 
reduce cyber bullying posts on social media.
(Global Voices) !!!

!
• Three girls from Ireland, Ciara Judge, Émer 

Hickey and Sophie Healy-Thow, won the 
2014 Google Science Fair for discovering a 
bacteria that improved the growth of food 
crops, which could help fight hunger in 
developing communities. Applying the 
bacteria could reduce the need for expensive 
and environmentally-damaging chemical 
fertilizers. (National Geographic) !

• In 2002, a Brazilian mechanic named Alfred 
Moser came up with an idea for providing 
light during the day inside homes without 
electricity in developing communities using 
only recycled materials. He fills empty pop 
bottles with a mixture of water and bleach, 
and inserts the bottles into holes he cuts in 
the roof. The sun reflecting through the light 
in the bottles provides as much light as a 40- 
or 60-watt light bulb. Millions of homes now 
use this method of lighting. (BBC)

The following activities are designed to 
stimulate a current events discussion. 
Generative in nature, these questions can 
be a launching point for additional 
assignments or research projects. 

Teachers are encouraged to adapt these 
activities to meet the contextual needs of 
their classroom. 

In some cases, reading the article with 
students may be appropriate, coupled with 
reviewing the information sheet to further 
explore the concepts and contexts being 
discussed. From here, teachers can select 
from the questions provided below. The 
activity is structured to introduce students 
to the issues, then allow them to explore 
and apply their learnings. Students are 
encouraged to further reflect on the issues. 

gNOTE TO EDUCATORS g 

KEY TERMS
Globalization—The growth of an 
integrated international economy that 
crosses borders, driven by multi-national 
corporations and supported by 
international trade agreements. 

Entrepreneur—A person who starts a new 
business. 

Social enterprise—A for-profit business 
that also has a goal of providing a social or 
environmental benefit.  

!
!
!
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D.Light is a social enterprise with a mission to enable households without access to reliable electricity and have the 
same quality of life as those with electricity. Photo credit to The Charles Bronfman Prize.
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http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Marc+Craig+Kielburger+Rethinking+cyberbullying/10932652/story.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/09/140924-google-science-fair-hunger-bacteria-ngfood/
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-23536914
http://www.vancouversun.com/life/Marc+Craig+Kielburger+Rethinking+cyberbullying/10932652/story.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/09/140924-google-science-fair-hunger-bacteria-ngfood/
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-23536914


 THEMES AND COURSE CONNECTIONS 	

• Themes: Environment, Global Issues, Socially Conscious Living, 

Values and Ethics 

• Course Connections: The Arts, Language, Social Studies !
 MATERIALS 	

• Front board 

• Student journals or note paper 

• Writing utensils !
 SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS AND LEARNING GOALS 	

Students will:	

• Develop and express responses to issues and problems. 

• Reassess their responses to issues on the basis of new information. 

• Participate in active group work and class discussions. 

• Communicate effectively in writing, orally or visually. 

• Demonstrate the ability to think critically. 

• Develop, express and defend a position on an issue. !
 MAP IT 
Have students locate the different locations mentioned in the article 
to gain an understanding of the expanse and involvement of this 
issue. 

• Benin 

• California !
 DISCUSS 	


1. What does the statement, “necessity is the mother of 
invention” mean to you? How you think it relates to the 
development of social enterprises?  

2. Why do you think several lighting companies did not show 
interest in Sam Goldman’s idea?  

3. What makes Goldman’s social enterprise, D.Light, 
affordable, environmentally conscious and beneficial for 
people living in developing communities? 

4. Do you think it is in our best interest as consumers to 
choose brands and companies that embed environmental 
and social good into their business model? Why or why not? 

5. Do you believe today’s consumers are drawn to socially 
conscious products? Why or why not? Do you think social 
enterprises will be the new business model of the future? 
Explain. !

 DIVE DEEPER  
Begin by writing the following terms on the board: 

- Commercial Business             - Social Enterprise              - Charity !
Split the class evenly into two big groups. Have the group on the left 
side of the room work collectively to define what a commercial 
business is and list examples of commercial businesses. The group on 
the right side of the room will work collectively to define what a 
charity is and list examples of charities.  

Have one or two representatives from each group write their 
definitions and examples on the board underneath their respective 
term. Hold a brief class discussion using the questions below: 

• What is a commercial business? Do we have commercial businesses 
in our community? If so, what are they? 

• What is a charity? What are some examples of local charities? What 
are some examples of global charities?   

• Why do you think “social enterprise” was placed between 
“commercial business” and “charity”? What do you think a social 
enterprise is? Do you know of any social enterprises? If so, what are 
they?  

  

Explain to students that a social enterprise is different from a charity 
because it operates as a business to generate profit. It is also different 
from a commercial business because it directly addresses social/
environmental needs through their products and services. Social 
enterprises combine commercial business and charity goals to 
generate income for social and/or environmental purposes.  !
Organize the class into groups of three to four students. Assign each 
group one of the following social entrepreneurs: Craig and Marc 
Kielburger, Me to We; Jahmila Connage, The Kidz Lunch Co; Lily 
Lapenna, My Bnk; Jenny Dawson, Rubies in the Rubble; Duncan 
Goose, One Water; Kelvin Cheung, Food Cycle; Blake Mycoskie, TOMS 
Shoes. Distribute an 8.5” by 11” sheet of blank paper. Students will 
create and present an informative poster about their entrepreneur(s), 
by responding to the questions below.  

• Who is your social entrepreneur? 

• What was/is the problem or issue your social entrepreneur 
identified? Why? 

• What was/is the solution he/she found for the problem? 

• Does this social enterprise make a difference on both a local and 
global scale? How? 

• How does the work of you person illustrate the importance of social 
entrepreneurship? 

• Is there any other information about this person you want to share? !
Allow each group a few minutes to present their entrepreneur. Once 
presentations are done, discuss as a class the similarities between the 
entrepreneurs and answer any questions students may have about 
social enterprises and social entrepreneurs. !
 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  !
Photo Credit: The Charles Bronfman Prize  
www.thecharlesbronfmanprize.com/recipients/2014-sam-goldman !
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