
  

Talking Points 
 

After more than 20 years of empowering people to create change around the world, “Free The 
Children” has evolved into a global organization called WE. 

 
About WE  
 
WE is an organization that brings people together and gives them the tools to change the world. 
WE is made up of a charitable division and a social enterprise, which empower people to make a 
difference at home and globally. 
 
Anyone can find their place in WE, and commit to making a change in the world. The first step is 
to take the WE Pledge. By taking the pledge, you are joining the WE Community and making a 
commitment to live WE every day. For every pledge taken $10 will be donated to local and global 
programs. Take the pledge and learn more, visit WE.org. 
  
About WE Day 
 
WE Day is the manifestation of WE, a celebration of people coming together and filling stadiums 
around the globe to experience the greatest classroom in the world for a full day, live event. You 
can’t buy a ticket to WE Day—people earn their entry by taking action on one local and one 
global cause. WE Day unites world-renowned speakers and award-winning performers with 
thousands of young people and families to celebrate and inspire another year of incredible 
change. 
 

 WE Day celebrates and inspires this generation’s shift from me thinking to we acting, 
building a better world where everyone has the power to speak out and make choices 
that have a positive impact 

 

 Taking the philanthropic world by storm with 16 events in the U.S., Canada and the U.K., 
WE Day events are attended annually by 200,000 students from over 10,000 schools 

 

 This series of stadium-sized events has seen some of the world’s greatest speakers and 
performers—such as Malala Yousafzai, Selena Gomez, Earvin “Magic” Johnson, Russell 
Wilson and Demi Lovato to Kermit the Frog, Charlize Theron and Seth Rogen—with 
international activists and co-founders of WE, Craig and Marc Kielburger, WE Day makes 
it cool to care 

 

 More than a one-day event, WE Day is connected to the comprehensive yearlong, 
service learning WE Schools program which provides unique curriculum, educational 
resources and action campaigns to help students develop the leadership skills to 
succeed academically, in the workplace and as active citizens 

 

 Students can’t buy a ticket to WE Day—they earn it through the WE Schools program, by 
taking action on one local and one global cause 

 

 Since 2007, youth involved in WE Schools have achieved remarkable results: 
o $79 million raised for more than 6,500 local and global organizations 
o 27.6 million hours volunteered for local and global causes 
o 9.8 million pounds of food collected by youth for local food banks 

 

 WE is one of the world’s largest non-profit causes on Facebook with over 3.3 million likes 
and almost one million followers on Twitter 

 

http://www.we.org/


  

 In a 2015 study, current and former WE Schools participants were 2.5 times more likely 
to have a long term commitment to a social cause, 2.3 times more likely to use their 
professional skills to solve social problems and 1.2 times more likely to report that they 
had voted in the prior election than their non-participant peers 

 

 Learn about how you can get involved with WE at WE.org and stay connected online: 
o #WEDay 
o Facebook @WEMovement 
o Twitter @WEMovement 
o Instagram @WEMovement 
o Visit our Media Center 

 
About WE Day Seattle 
 

 WE Day Seattle and the year-round service learning program WE Schools is free to 
thousands of students across the state thanks to the generous support of partners, 
including Co-Title Sponsors Microsoft and The Allstate Foundation 
 

 WE Day is proud to welcome Seattle Seahawks quarterback Russell Wilson and Grammy 
Award-winning singer actress and model Ciara as the newest co-chairs of WE Day 
Seattle. Russell and Ciara join the roster of WE Day Seattle co-chairs, including Seattle 
Seahawks Head Coach Pete Carroll, Executive VP, Worldwide Commercial Business, 
Microsoft, Judson Althoff and Founder, Jolene McCaw Family Foundation, Jolene 
McCaw helping to champion WE Day across the state 

 

 WE Day Seattle takes place on April 21, 2017 at the KeyArena at the Seattle Center with 
15,000 students and educators from more than 575 schools 
 

 For the first time, WE Day will use the Microsoft Educator Community site to showcase 
live video messages to students and educators who cannot join the show in person. 
Following the live event there will be an hour-long highlight show available to stream or 
download 

 

 Last year, WE Day Seattle brought together renowned speakers, presenters and chart-
topping musical artists including Coach Pete Carroll, Ciara, Lilly Singh, The Band Perry, 
Russell Wilson, George Takei and Paula Abdul 

 

 In the 2015/2016 school year, students and educators from across Seattle created 
remarkable social change 

o WE Schools groups in Seattle volunteered over 500,000 hours for local and 
global causes and raised over $900,000 for more than 605 local 
organizations 

o Over 220 schools participated in WE Schools’ WE Scare Hunger campaign, 
collecting 241, 660 pounds of food to donate to local food banks 

 

 Students attending WE Day Seattle support a range of initiatives in the local community 
including collecting non-perishable items for local food banks and shelters, raising 
awareness on environmental issues and strengthening the community through support of  
anti-bullying campaigns  
 
 
 
 

http://www.we.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WEMovement
https://twitter.com/wemovement
https://www.instagram.com/wemovement/
https://www.we.org/press/we-day-press/


  

 Example of a local school taking action: McCleary Middle School has been living WE by 
taking on a range of initiatives in support of their local community. Students collected 
4,295 pounds of food for the McCleary food bank, and put together over 100 self-care 
bags for the homeless. In addition to helping the community, the students at McCleary 
Middle School are also supporting each other by participating in Pink Shirt Day—an anti-
bullying awareness campaign—during which they organized and participated in lessons 
on anti-bullying and decorated their classroom doors with positive messages. Globally, 
McCleary Middle School participated in the WE Schools’ WE Create Change campaign, 
donating $407 in support of alternative income projects in Haiti 


