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TURTLE ISLAND CREATION STORY 
AND TURTLE CONSERVATION

RECOMMENDED GRADE LEVEL: Grades 4 to 6

SUBJECT: Science and Technology

Suggested time: 80 minutes

Essential Question: How does an ecosystem preserve 
biodiversity?

LEARNING GOALS 
Students will: 

 • explore the Ojibwe-Anishinaabe Turtle Island  
  Creation story

 • research turtles to understand their importance to  
  local ecosystems

 • investigate how to protect turtle species and preserve 
   biodiversity

Activity

1. Ask students if they have ever heard of Turtle Island and if so,  
to explain what they know.

2. Explain that Turtle Island is the name for North America in the 
Ojibwe-Anishinaabe creation story. Ojibwe-Anishinaabe is the 
second largest group of First Nations People in North America, 
spanning three provinces in Canada and five states in the 
United States.

3.

4. After sharing the Ojibwe-Anishinaabe Turtle Island creation 
story have students work on a KWL chart. In small groups, ask 
students to draw a chart with three columns labelled Know, 
Want to Know and Learned. Instruct students to fill in the first 
two columns to the best of their abilities with information about 
turtles and the relationship to Indigenous Peoples.

5. In the same groups as above, assign one to two of the following 
questions to each group. Using research tools available at the 
school (E.g., computers, tablets, library books, magazines, etc.) 
have the groups research answers. Review the questions with 
students to ensure the points students listed in the “want to 
know” column are included. 

 a. What are the different turtle species?  
 b. Importance/significance to the Ojibwe-Anishinaabe 

  Peoples?
 c. Where do turtles live? 

d. What do turtles eat? 
 e. How do turtles fit into the food chains? 
 f. Why are they important to their habitat/ecosystem? 
 g. What are some threats to their survival (roads, train   

 tracks, etc.)? 

6. 

• “An Ojibway Story of Creation–Pic River First Nation.” 
 www.youtube.com/watch?v=cX4GJTtSigY

• The Ojibway Creation Story of Turtle Island 
 www.native-drums.ca/index.php/Stories/The_Creation?tp=a

• “Healthy Habitats, Chapter 5: Eko-Naananing Ginjigan.”   
 2012. Walking with Miskwaadesi Miskwaadesi, pp. 30-36. 
 www.torontozoo.com/pdfs/tic/misk5.pdf

• “Canada’s Species: Amphibians and Reptiles.” Canadian 
  Biodiversity: McGill. 
 canadianbiodiversity.mcgill.ca/english/species/

• Ojibwe Nation 
 www.ojibwe.org

• Sherman Bleakney, J. & Cook, F.R.“Turtle.” Published 
  24 October 2010, 25 March 2015. Updated The Canadian 
  Encyclopedia.  
 www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/turtle/

• Talking Circles.” 2009. First Nations Pedagogy Online. 
 firstnationspedagogy.ca/circletalk_lg.png

MATERIALS AND RESOURCES

RECOMMENDED ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING: Share the Turtle 
Island creation story with the class by showing the 
video or by reading the text. Before sharing the story, 
instruct students to write down any words or questions 
that come to mind as they watch the video or listen to 
the story. If reading the text to the class, ask students to 
close their eyes while they listen to the story.

 • Text: www.native-drums.ca/index.php/Stories/The_ 
 Creation?tp=a

RECOMMENDED ASSESSMENT AS LEARNING: Once students have 
completed their research, have groups share their 
findings with the class. Instruct students to complete 
the third column of their KWL chart.
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7. Next, read the “Healthy Habitats” chapter from the Turtle Island 
Conservation Toronto Zoo curriculum book www.torontozoo.
com/pdfs/tic/misk5.pdf. Highlight the relationship with Mother 
Nature and the importance of respecting all living things.

8. Using the reading above, in small groups, discuss: what is our 
responsibility as humans to protect the environment? Take 
note of the ‘challenge’ raised in the reading: “My fifth challenge 
asked you to find out what turtles need to survive. What does a 
healthy habitat look like? Do you think that the habitat in your 
community is healthy for you and me? Create a mind map of 
your local environment, what changes will you make to create  
a healthier environment?

9. Take the class on a nature walk. Go outside and explore your 
school playground or neighbourhood to explore whether “The 
habitat in your community is healthy for you and me?” Look 
for living things and think of ways to positively improve their 
environments (e.g., picking up litter, putting up signs to raise 
awareness about the turtle and/or wildlife populations there).

 

10. 

EDUCATOR’S NOTE: Sharing circles or circle talks are sacred to  
First Nations, Métis and Inuit culture. Circle talks are useful 
practices for class discussions, however it is important  
students respect the significance and practice.  

RECOMMENDED ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING: In small groups, 
ask students to reflect on what they have learned in a 
circle talk. Allocate one of the following questions to 
and discuss. Each group will share their thoughts with 
the class. Each member in the group must share their 
opinion.

 • What have you learned about the environment and 
  its important to First Nations Peoples like the  
 Ojibwe-Anishinaabe?

 • What can we do to make a positive difference 
  protecting turtles and the environment?

 • How would you conserve the environment to protect 
  the turtle’s habitat?

 • Why is it our responsibility as humans to conserve 
  the environment?
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