
STRENGTHEN TIES BETWEEN ALL CANADIANS WITH 10 CONNECTION POINTS 
THAT FACILITATE LEARNING AND DIALOGUE ON ISSUES IMPORTANT TO THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INDIGENOUS AND NON-INDIGENOUS CANADIANS.

The Martin Aboriginal Education Initiative brings together 
Aboriginal organizations, the business community, 
postsecondary institutions, First Nation schools and 
provincially funded school boards to implement programs 
that support Aboriginal students. Their goal is to support a 
variety of educational projects designed to provide Aboriginal 
Canadians with the opportunities they need to succeed.
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Reconciliation is a process of healing that calls on all Canadians to recognize the injustices 
experienced by Indigenous Canadians and build more positive relationships. Every generation has a 
role to play in this long journey, and every day is an opportunity to take small steps forward through 
learning and dialogue.

WE Stand Together connection points highlight everyday issues that are important to the relationship 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians. Use them to start discussions in your school 
and community and help keep conversations going for a stronger Canada. Then celebrate your new 
connections on June 21, National Aboriginal Day.

Every day is a chance to start a 
conversation for a stronger Canada.

The more we learn, the more we can keep the convo going 
about the issues that are important to the relationship 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians. 
Collaborate with your classmates and a local Indigenous 
centre to discuss an important community issue. What did 
you learn from this convo? Tell us on the WE Day app!

SHARING THE  
CONVERSATION

WE DAY APP CHALLENGE
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Here are some ideas for boosting your impact through 
WE Stand Together:

►  Read the connection points over the announcements 
and set aside at least 10 minutes of time for every 
classroom to discuss. Have a group member in each 
classroom to help lead the conversation.

►  Invite a speaker to present to your school and facilitate a 
discussion around the themes of the connection points.

►  Share your Indigenous cultural values with others or 
find respectful ways to celebrate Indigenous cultures 
in your community.

The students at David Kejick School took on a special 
WE Stand Together challenge: find a way to live their 
Anishinaabe cultural values through an action that 
shares them with others. During brainstorms, students 
identified their culture with wisdom, appreciation, 
bravery and compassion—qualities that Grade 7 student 
Emily Mandamin showed when she took action sharing 
coffees, mittens and meals with Toronto’s homeless. 
Read her story at WE.org/westandtogether.

►  Action-planning guide (Student Yearbook, p. 70)
►  Educator-led Exploring Issues activity for learning about reconciliation and other local issues (Educators Guide, p. 30)
►  Educator-led lesson activities for going deeper into WE Stand Together (WE.org/weschools/educator-resources)
►  WE Stand Together campaign poster for spreading the word (see poster section of kit)
►  WE Stand Together resource for designing posters to put up in classrooms that will host conversations and connections 

(Student Yearbook, p. 75)
►  10 connection points for starting conversations, as well as background information and discussion questions (available 

at WE.org/westandtogether starting October 19)

Ways to Take Action

CAMPAIGN RESOURCES

THE MOST IMPORTANT  
THING IS TO MAKE IT YOUR OWN.
Plan your own campaign from start to finish 
with the WE Stand Together action-planning 
activity on page 70 of the Student Yearbook.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE ISSUES AT WE.ORG/EXPLORINGISSUES
LEARN HOW TO TAKE ACTION AT WE.ORG/WESTANDTOGETHER
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LEARN MORE ABOUT THE ISSUES AT WE.ORG/EXPLORINGISSUES
LEARN HOW TO TAKE ACTION AT WE.ORG/WESTANDTOGETHER

#WESTANDTOGETHER
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Strengthen ties between all Canadians  
with 10 connection points that facilitate 
learning and dialogue on issues important 
to the relationship between Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous Canadians.
CAMPAIGN SKILLS:
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Checklis t
  Sign up for the campaign at WE.org/westandtogether.

 Who do you need to ask for permission to do this campaign?    Permission received!

Se t ting Your Goal
WE Stand Together is a campaign built on the idea of strengthening connections between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Canadians. That means there are different kinds of goals you can set for yourself depending on the way you want to use the 10 
campaign connection points. You can also use WE Stand Together to learn more about the cultures and histories of Indigenous 
Peoples in your community or to share your Indigenous culture with a National Aboriginal Day event on June 21.

As a group, discuss your goals for the campaign. You can measure this in a number of ways: for example, the number of ways 
you make connections, the number of people you educate, the number of discussions you moderate or the social media posts 
you put up. What is your goal and how will you measure it?

► How many students would you like to get involved? 

► When will you run your campaign and share the 10 connection points? 
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Inves tigate and Learn
What does your group currently know about the relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians? 
Consider both the country as a whole and your own community.

 

Review the 10 connection points (available at WE.org/westandtogether after October 19). Check off at least three 
ways you will learn more about these topics.

Research ways to help people learn more or take action on the topics in the connection points.  

If you have firsthand experience in any of the topics, consider how you can share that perspective with others or 
advocate for change. 

If you don’t have that experience, research ways to learn from someone who does by hosting a speaker at your 
school, visiting an Indigenous centre or connecting with an organization addressing a particular topic. Remember 
that each First Nation, Métis and Inuit community, as well as each individual, has their own distinct culture, history 
and perspective and no one Indigenous centre or speaker is representative of the experiences of all Indigenous Peo-
ples. But learning from an Indigenous speaker or centre can be a great entryway to further discussions and explora-
tion.

Connection point topic to take further:   

How can we share or learn from perspectives on this topic?  

Connection point topic to take further:   

How can we share or learn from perspectives on this topic? 

Connection point topic to take further:   

How can we share or learn from perspectives on this topic?  

  Speaker or materials from local 
Indigenous organizations

  Choose your own:    Choose your own:    Choose your own:  

  Learn more about the issues at 
WE.org/exploringissues 

  Ask your teacher to run campaign 
lesson activities from WE.org/we-
schools/educator-resources

REFLECTION TIME:  What surprised you about what you learned? How comfortable were you with discussing the 
relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians before starting your research? 
What roles do learning and discussion have in the process of reconciliation?
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Brainstorm opportunities to get involved with or plan an event on National Aboriginal Day (June 21), a day to cele-
brate the unique heritage, diverse cultures and outstanding achievements of First Nations, Inuit and Métis Peoples in 
Canada. You can look for events on aadnc-aandc.gc.ca.

Ideas for celebrating National Aboriginal Day:    

Discuss how you would like to celebrate National Aboriginal Day through the opportunities you identified in the In-
vestigate and Learn section. Decide on which opportunity you’d like to pursue.

Event: 

Next, discuss how the group can create dialogue by getting others involved in making connections and your group’s 
National Aboriginal Day event. Check off at least three of the following.

Make a list of the tasks you think are necessary for promoting, planning and completing your WE Stand Together 
campaign and getting your school and/or community involved in making connections. Then as a group, discuss who 
would like to be responsible for each task. Return to this page and check off each task as it is finished. 

For more help building out a detailed plan of action, check out the DIY Campaign Builder (WE.org/diycampaign).

REFLECTION TIME:  How can you integrate the themes from the 10 connection points into your participation in Na-
tional Aboriginal Day? Why do you think it’s important for all Canadians to celebrate National 
Aboriginal Day?

 

 

Task Name of person  
responsible Task Name of person  

responsible

Action Plan

  Design posters to put up in 
spaces hosting conversations 
and connections (page 75)

  Social media   Visit each homeroom in person 
to speak about your campaign

  School newsletters

  Choose your own:    Choose your own:    Choose your own:  

  Choose your own:    School announcements
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Take Action
When your school is making its connections, have your group make note of questions that come up, topics for further 
exploration and discussion, and opportunities to make further connections. 

Question/topic/opportunity #1

 

 

Question/topic/opportunity #2

 

 

Question/topic/opportunity #3

 

 

Question/topic/opportunity #4

 

 

Question/topic/opportunity #5

 

 

In June, we’ll be heading to social media to bring more people into the conversation. Share your questions, topics, 
opportunities and stories of connection in the discussion online. Keep your eye on WE.org/westandtogether for ways 
to get involved. 

REFLECTION TIME:  How did your research in the Investigate and Learn section help you develop deeper conver-
sations around the relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians? What are 
your next steps for further connection?

 

 

 



Report and Celebrate
When you’re finished your campaign, sit down as a group and review the awareness-raising goal you set in Investi-
gate and Learn. How did you do?

Share your success with WE Stand Together by posting photos to social media using #westandtogether.

►  Original goal:    Final results:  

► When did you run your campaign?

► What did you do on National Aboriginal Day?

► Has your teacher contacted your WE Schools Coordinator about filling out an Impact Report?  Yes  /   No

REFLECTION TIME:  As a group, discuss the following questions. Make sure each group member gets a chance to 
speak and that the recorder takes notes on common themes in the answers.

 Why is it important that all Canadians share a common understanding about the experiences of Indigenous Peoples?

  How has your perspective on the relationship between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Canadians changed since you 
began this campaign? How can campaign participants use newfound knowledge to steer or plan actions in the future?

 Is there anything you would do differently next time? What do you want to learn more about for next year’s campaign?

  How might different First Nations, Métis and Inuit individuals and communities have different perspectives and 
experiences? Why is it important to not generalize about the experiences of Indigenous Canadians?

  How can your group continue to participate in conversations and make connections? How do connections like these 
contribute to making small steps in the long-term process of reconciliation?
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