
Our everyday choices have a direct impact on the future of the 
planet. As the population grows, so does the demand we put on the 
environment. In 2015, between 1 January and 13 August, the global 
population used up all the resources the planet would produce for 
the whole year. We’re depleting forests faster than we can regrow 
them, and at current rates, world fishing populations are set to 
completely collapse by 2048.

With this level of consumption comes waste, pollution and the 
widespread destruction of habitats. Greenhouse gas emissions are 
predicted to increase by more than 50 percent by 2050. By then, air 
pollution will be the top environmental cause of premature death. 
Unless we improve our habits of consumption and waste, many of 
these changes will come in our lifetime. 
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Because of environmental damage,

40% of the world’s
population will live in  
water-stressed regions

by 2050.

Species are dying off at a rate

1,000x to 10,000x
 faster than the natural  

extinction rate.

1/4 of the planet’s
coral reefs are already damaged

beyond repair.

Fast Facts

The Environment



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. �What everyday actions do you take that have an impact on 
the environment?

2. �What are simple actions you can take to reduce your impact 
on the environment?

3. �Who is responsible for taking care of the environment? 
How can we ensure that people are responsible for the 
impacts their actions have on the environment?
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Food is fuel. Without a steady supply of it, our brains and bodies 
can’t get the nutrients they need to function properly. Yet many 
people in developing countries continue to suffer from a lack of 
basic nutrition. A lack of vitamin A can lead to eyesight issues, 
including permanent blindness. When a pregnant woman doesn’t 
get enough iodine, her child has a higher chance of being born with 
brain damage. 

Hunger not only delays physical, emotional and cognitive 
development, but also hinders a child’s ability to focus in school or 
attend altogether. Those who do make it to class tend to perform 
poorly academically and are frequently held back. 

For the 795 million people who aren’t getting the food they need, 
hunger is an everyday problem that affects every aspect of life.

Food Security

Fast Facts
Farmers produce more than  

enough to feed the world, yet 

1/3rd of all food 
produced for human  

consumption is lost or wasted.

Recovering Just 1/2
could eradicate hunger. 

US $3.2 Billion
is needed per year to feed the 

66 Million Children 
who go to school hungry.

If female farmers had the same 
resources as male farmers, up to

150 million More 
people would be fed.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. �If farmers are producing enough food to feed the world, 
why do you think there are still 795 million hungry people?

2. �What can we do to reduce food waste?

3. �How are poverty, hunger and health related?
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The poorest 
1/2 of the world’s 

population has the same amount of 
combined wealth as the 

62 richest people 
on the planet.

171 million people
would be lifted out of poverty  
if every child in low-income  

countries finished school with  
basic literacy. That’s a

12% drop 
in poverty worldwide.

Extreme poverty 

has been cut in 1/2
since 1990, but progress has  
been far from equal. Most of  

the gains from the 

last 30 years 
have been made in  
a single country.

Poverty means more than not having enough money. On a deeper 
level, poverty is the state of not having access to opportunities to 
improve your situation and take control of your future. For the  
one-tenth of the global population who survive on less than US $1.90 
a day, poverty forces difficult decisions. Do I buy food and go thirsty, 
or buy water and go hungry? Do I pay for school fees or hospital bills?

When people do not have equal access to social resources 
like education, jobs, loans and financial literacy skills, poverty 
creates a cycle where children born into poor families have fewer 
opportunities to succeed as adults. Women often have less access 
to social and economic resources, even though studies show that 
when women gain access to paid work, economies grow. 

Fast Facts

FOR 1 YEAR



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. �How would you spend your money if you only earned US $2 per day?

2. �If you couldn’t afford to attend school, how would it affect 
your ability to earn money in the future?

3. �If you couldn’t afford medicine or emergency savings, what 
would you do if you got sick?



Homelessness
Latin America and the Caribbean face a large and growing housing 
deficit. Despite efforts in recent years to improve the situation, 
a lack of basic infrastructure services continues to plague many 
households in the region. 

More than one in five households lack electricity and sanitation 
while one in nine lack a clear legal title to their dwellings. One 
study shows that Latin America and the Caribbean have a higher 
incidence of slums than other countries with similar income levels. 

The same study estimates that resolving the housing deficit using 
government housing and urban development programmes alone 
would require boosting investment more than seven-fold to  
US $310 billion annually.
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Fast Facts
The Trinidad and Tobago Housing 

Development Corporation 

launched an initiative 
in 2015 to distribute 

100 homes each week
to people throughout the country.

1 in 3 families
in Latin America and the Caribbean 

live in dwellings that are

Unsuitable for 
habitation

or are poorly built and lack  
basic infastructure services.

In 2011,

9 out of 10
street dwellers in Port of Spain 

were male.

The street dweller population
IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
grew by

13%
between 2000 and 2011.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. �What daily activities would be affected if you didn’t have a home? 
Would you be able to go to school? Stay clean? Stay fed? Do 
homework? Meet friends?

2. �What resources exist in your community to help those 
experiencing homelessness? Are they enough?

3. �What are some issues that are made more difficult by 
homelessness? How would overcoming hunger, poverty or 
illiteracy be easier if everyone had a stable home?



in 2012,
1 IN 5 PEOPLE
living in latin 
america had been

for at least 8 years
CHRONICAL LY POOR

When meeting basic needs is often a struggle, families face 
difficult choices with every dollar they spend. Pay for groceries or 
electricity? Medical bills or housing? Diapers or school supplies? 
Every decision made means the family has to get by without 
something else. 

Poverty is most commonly the result of unemployment, low-
paying jobs, and lack of affordable housing and health care. What’s 
more, poverty can make health problems even worse. Low-income 
families often live on high-carb, processed foods, which contribute 
to health problems. And when health problems hit, the bills can get 
staggeringly expensive.

Chronic poverty is a major concern in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. People who find themselves in chronic poverty face 
stronger barriers to entering the labour force, and this lack of 
income opportunities contributes to a persistent cycle of poverty 
that families struggle to break.

Local Poverty
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In 2013, more than

1 in 8 Bahamians 
were living in poverty.

The Government of Trinidad and 
Tobago is committed to 

reducing poverty  
by 2% annually.

The poverty rate in Trinidad and Tobago hovers

around 21% 
and 1 in 10 people is not able to meet  

basic needs.

Fast Facts



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.	 What are some short-term and long-term effects of poverty?

2. �How do the effects of poverty make it harder for a family to 
earn money and overcome barriers to success?

3. �What are some resources available to families living in poverty? 
Are they effective? Why or why not?



Youth violence involves harmful behaviour—especially the 
intentional use of physical force—committed by or against a young 
person that can result in injury, death or psychological harm. 

Drug or alcohol use, negative influence of peers, family issues, and 
poverty are some of the factors that can increase the risk of a young 
person engaging in harmful or criminal behaviour. Youth violence 
doesn’t just affect an individual’s physical and mental well-being—it 
affects the overall health of an entire community. 

While there is no one-size-fits-all approach to ending youth violence, 
communities can help reduce the prevalence of it by developing 
a country-wide strategy that combines prevention, intervention, 
treatment, and re-entry and employment strategies.

Youth Violence

In a 2011 survey, 

67 percent
of secondary students thought 

violence was a serious or very serious

issue at schools
in Trinidad and Tobago.

In 2007, almost

40 Percent
of students surveyed in Trinidad 

and Tobago said they were 

physically attacked
1 or more times during  

the previous year.

Countries report that

Life skills and  
social development  
programmes are the most common 

prevention approaches
to youth violence.

Fast Facts
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. �What are some of the consequences of youth violence? Who is 
affected by it?

2. �What are some other ways to help reduce youth violence in 
your community? What kinds of things can each person do to 
make their community safer or stronger?

3. �How can learning about social issues outside of your community 
help you understand the issues within your community?


