
This activity is a hands-on way to get students thinking 
about the issues that affect their communities. 
It’s also a great way to get a feel for the issue(s) that your students can focus on for 
their local action(s), and is especially helpful for planning a local campaign.

Use the corresponding activities found in the Citizenship in Action guide, for students to make notes and 
record responses to take action on the issues they are passionate about.

Community 
Mapping  
Activity

Learning Objective:
To understand and take action on issues that 
affect the local community.

Success Criteria: 
• I can explain concerns I have about my local 

community.
• I can discuss the similarities between my 

concerns and wider local issues. 
• I can examine which community and individual 

assets can be used to help address local issues.

Differentiation: 
Inclusion: Support students by having them work in 
pairs or small groups to create their community map, 
identifying the similarities and differences between the 
maps they create. 
More Able: Encourage students to explore local 
newspapers and websites to find information about 
issues in their local community. 

Resources Required: 
Craft supplies for making a map (e.g., markers, coloured 
pencils, paper, ruler), notebooks and writing materials.

http://WE.org/gb/kit


Starter:
1. Ask students to think about the different issues that affect their community and how they know about them (e.g., see 

evidence of them in the area, read or heard about them in the news, parents discussing issues at home, etc.).

2. Explain to students that they will be going on a community walk to look for signs of local issues. Discuss what 
symptoms of larger issues they think they might encounter (e.g., run-down housing, foodbanks, litter, lack of disabled 
access, etc.).

3. Ask your students to draw a map of their local community. They may wish to research and find a map for use as 
reference, or you may wish to provide them with a printed map.

Main:
4. Take your students on a community walk, ensuring they have their map and a pencil. 

5. While on the walk, take time to pause and discuss symptoms of issues identified by your students, and ask them to 
record these on their maps. The point of the community walk is to look for symptoms of problems that are usually 
ignored, so take enough time for a thorough expedition.

6. Upon return, lead a class discussion using the following questions as a guide:

 ► What was your reaction to seeing the issue?

 ► What issue(s) do you think this was a sign of?

 ► What community programmes are in place to help with this issue?

 ► What more can we do?

7. To help students better understand what they observed on their walk, they can add extra detail to their community 
map. Explain that while most maps detail roads, train lines, motorways and waterways, their community map will 
instead tell the story of what life is like for people living and working in the community.

8. On their map, students should include:

 ► Community Assets: The places that add value to the community, such as libraries, government offices, community 
centres, religious buildings or schools, as well as public gardens, playgrounds, or even a wall mural that brightens 
up the community.

 ► Individual Assets: Skills and gifts held by community members (including the students themselves) such as public 
speaking, musical talents, drawing skills or event organisation.

Plenary:
9. Hold a class discussion to compile a list of issues that affect the local community, both visible and invisible, that are 

depicted on the various community maps. 

10. Students should now vote on the local issue they feel most strongly about. Select one topic that will allow the class 
to work together and concentrate their efforts towards creating larger impact. If there is more than one topic 
students want to choose, allow them to form groups. It is important that students are passionate about the issue so 
they feel invested in the outcomes.

11. Now that your students have selected their local issue, refer back to the community maps. Ask students to analyse 
their maps to find the community assets that match the issue they have selected. For example, if the issue was local 
hunger, students should identify the local foodbanks and the people that may already be making a difference. 

12. Once students have identified an issue and the community assets related to it, work with them to  create an action 
plan. For example, if your group is  interested in improving the environment, organise a litter clean-up day in a local 
park.


