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Ready to make a difference?
Fundraising is an important life skill that helps develop global citizenship and awareness  
of local and global issues. You can better understand the world around you and your role  
in it, and learn about respecting and valuing diversity. Global involvement is a huge step in 
your journey to becoming a global citizen that takes action and responsibility against social 
injustices. We know it can be tough to find the issue that you’re most passionate about but 
it’s important to start so you can get doing good and help change the world while realising 
your own potential.

This WE Villages fundraising guide is your go-to resource for planning and executing impactful, 
memorable and world-changing fundraisers. With two unique fundraising initiatives, 
helpful tips, ideas and information on WE Villages countries, it will inspire you through 
each step of your fundraising journey for WE Villages development projects.

Fundraise  
and change  
the world.

Additional Resources
Sign up for one of our two fundraising initiatives with your WE Schools Programme  
Manager and receive additional resources specific to your chosen initiative!
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This is fundraising in action.

2. Learn about WE Villages  
and why you should fundraise.
Read more about our international sustainable  
development model and how we empower  
communities to break the cycle of poverty.

1. Discover your “why.”
Read our founding story and reflect on your own 
reasons for getting involved. Use the WE Villages 
quiz on page 23 to see where you can focus your 
fundraising efforts.

3. Learn the basics.
Discover what makes a successful fundraiser and get 
inspired for your own event.

4. Choose a fundraiser.
Our ready-made fundraising initiatives are designed 
to help you plan and take action on global issues.

are
silent

http://we.org/gb/wearesilent
http://we.org/wewalkforwater
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Our Story
More than 20 years ago, Craig Kielburger read the 
story of Iqbal Masih, a child labourer who escaped 
slavery but was murdered after sharing his story. At 
the time, Craig was just 12-years-old, the same age  
as Iqbal.

Inspired to take action, Craig and his brother, Marc, 
set out on a mission to free children and their families 
from poverty and exploitation. After sharing Iqbal’s 
story, they found that their classmates and others 
wanted to help, too. Together, they found their 
“why”—to make doing good doable for everyone,  
no matter their age.

What’s Your “Why”?
Craig found his “why” through learning more about the injustices  
in the world. What about you—what’s your “why”? What drives you 
to create change? By keeping your “why” in perspective, you will be 
better equipped to fuel your passion into tangible actions to help 
create world change. Answer the questions below to help you find 
your “why”:

 ► What are you passionate about? 

 ► Finish this sentence: “When I have spare time, I love to…” 

 ► What is important to you? What are your values?

 ► When you read the news, what issues are you most interested in?

My “why” is:   

We’re stronger together.
What started as a group of young people grew into a global movement, proving that 
when we work together, anything is possible. Today, more than two decades later, WE 
has grown into a global community of change-makers. WE engages more than 4.3 
million young people through its programming and helps families and individuals of 
all ages take action and make a meaningful difference in the world.
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Finding Your “Why” and Cause
1. Find a story in the news that moves you. 

What’s the issue? (You can attach the news story here so you can always refer back to it for inspiration.)

2. Which of the pillars does the issue tie into?
WE Villages Pillars of Impact

  
Education

  
Water

  
Food   Health

  
Opportunity

3. What country would you like to help tackle this issue? 
It could be the country or countries that you read 
about in your article or a country that WE Villages 
partners with.

  

WE Villages Countries

Kenya Ecuador India

Ethiopia Tanzania Nicaragua

Haiti rural China Sierra Leone

4. How do you want to take action against this issue?
Tip: There are tons of ways you can help such as a 
fundraiser, awareness-raising campaign and more!

  

WE Schools Fundraisers

FINDING YOUR “WHY” AND CAUSE

are
silent

http://we.org/gb/wearesilent
http://we.org/gb/wewalkforwater
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     Water
Improving access to clean water is one of the fastest ways to lift a community out 
of poverty. It reduces illness, allows girls to attend school instead of fetching water 
for their family and leads to food security and income-generating opportunities. 
From constructing clean water systems to facilitating workshops on hygiene, the 
Water Pillar has helped provide more than one million people with clean water 
and sanitation, and support SDG 6—ensuring access to clean water for all.

 ► Rosa Granja thought she would never see clean water in her life, but since  
WE helped build a water kiosk in her community she has peace of mind that 
her great-grandchildren, and generations after, will have clean water. Read 
her story at WE.org/stories/99reasons.

       Education 
Education is the first step to breaking the cycle of poverty, which is why it’s the 
cornerstone of the WE Villages model. The Education Pillar helps children 
learn how to prevent illnesses, advocate for basic rights and secure a livelihood, 
uplifting themselves and their communities. Under this pillar, we do more than 
build schools—we provide training for teachers, facilitate extracurricular 
activities and more. Since its creation, more than 1,000 schoolrooms have been 
built to give over 200,000 children access to education, supporting SDG 4—
quality education for all.

 ► For Mary Ngerechi, WE’s Kisaruni Secondary School gave her the 
opportunity to discover her passion for science, and now she’s a trailblazer for 
other girls. Read her story at WE.org/stories/stem-kisaruni.

WE Villages: What We Do
A sustainable community is one where families have the knowledge and tools to be self-
reliant. WE Villages provides holistic solutions that empower communities to lift themselves 
out of poverty, never having to rely on charity again. This is achieved through five Pillars of 
Impact.

Pillars of Impact
Each Pillar of Impact—Education, Water, Health, Food and  
Opportunity—is a critical component in breaking the cycle  
of poverty. They are all connected and all must be active in  
order to achieve sustainable change. Watch the WE Villages 
video to learn more.

Education                       Water

                                          O
pportunity                        Food                     

      
     

 H
eal

th

Pillars of 
Impact

https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/water/
https://www.we.org/stories/we-villages-helps-bring-clean-water-to-amazon-community-in-ecuador/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/education/
https://www.we.org/stories/we-villages-kisurani-group-of-schools-encourages-more-young-women-in-stem/
https://vimeo.com/freethechildren/review/257007246/1856a3be8d
https://vimeo.com/freethechildren/review/257007246/1856a3be8d
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     Opportunity 
When community members have the tools, knowledge and opportunity to earn  
a livelihood, they can take control of their futures. Through the Opportunity 
Pillar, we help facilitate lending circles and groups, financial literacy and 
business training. This helps community members—especially women—
generate a sustainable source of income, invest and build their savings. Through 
our programmes, more than 30,000 women have empowered themselves with 
financial independence, aligning with SDG 8 that aims to give sustainable jobs 
for all.

 ► To invest in her children’s futures and ensure they all have the opportunity to 
attend school, Alexandra Muñoz took part in financial literacy and leadership 
workshops facilitated by WE, and became a ME to WE Artisan. Read her 
story at WE.org/stories/entrepreneurial-roots.

WE VILLAGES: WHAT WE DO

      Health 
Families who have access to healthcare can run farms, feed themselves and keep 
their children in school. Through the Health Pillar, WE provides communities 
with basic medical supplies, training for healthcare workers, mobile health  
clinics and direct healthcare services. This pillar aligns with SDG 3, ensuring 
everyone can lead healthy lives and improve their well-being, and has helped 
provide more than one million people with healthcare since it was created.

 ► Because of the new health clinic that WE helped build in Mondana, Ecuador, 
Yessenia Aguinda knows her newborn son will have quality healthcare and 
grow up to be healthy. Read her story at WE.org/stories/amazonclinic.

     Food 
Hunger keeps children from school, adults from working and families from 
thriving. With support from our founding partner Nutrien, we work with 
communities to implement agriculture and food security programmes to ensure 
families have access to healthy, self-sustaining food sources to feed themselves. 
Under the Food Pillar, 15 million nutritious meals have been produced by 
farmers in our agriculture programmes, supporting SDG 2 to end hunger 
around the world.

 ► Since WE introduced upgraded agricultural techniques to Noja Ram and 
other farmers, the community has benefitted from increased crops and the 
opportunity to sell those crops for profit. Read his story at WE.org/stories/
strikinghunger.

Each one of our five Pillars of Impact aligns with at least one of the United Nation’s 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a universal set of 17 goals that the UN created 
to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all by the end of 2030.

https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/opportunity
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/opportunity
https://www.we.org/stories/entrepreneurial-roots/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/health/
https://www.we.org/stories/health-clinic-increases-quality-access-in-amazon-ecuador/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/food/
https://www.we.org/stories/achieving-food-security-and-eliminating-hunger-in-india-with-traditional-farming/
https://www.we.org/stories/achieving-food-security-and-eliminating-hunger-in-india-with-traditional-farming/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
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Meet Francis Naimodu from Kenya
When Francis Naimodu graduated from the eighth grade, his older brother,  
Peter, couldn’t afford to send him to high school. Their parents both passed  
away when Francis was young and it was up to Peter to step up and raise his four 
younger siblings. But when WE built a new high school for boys in the Maasai  
Mara that offered full scholarships—aligning with SDG 4 for quality education— 
Peter encouraged Francis to apply—and he was accepted! Watch his story at  
WE.org/stories/high-school-diploma.

WE VILLAGES: WHERE WE WORK

WE Villages: Where We Work
We partner with developing communities around the world, empowering them with the 
tools to become self-sustainable.

Kenya
Located in Eastern Africa, Kenya borders the Indian Ocean between Somalia and Tanzania. The population of almost 
50 million, lives among abundant wildlife and a diverse geographical landscape. Despite Kenya’s natural wealth of 
beauty, over 40 per cent of the population still lives below the poverty line. Since we began partnering with the Maasai 
and Kipsigis communities in southwestern Kenya in 2002, together, we have built schools, libraries, water projects, 
latrines, kitchens and teacher accommodations. WE’s commitment to community development has also served to unite 
government leaders, local elders, parents and students in the Maasai, Kipsigis and Kisii communities.

• English and Swahili are Kenya’s two official languages, although each of the country’s 42 ethnic groups has their 
own dialect as well.

• More than 75% of Kenya’s population lives in rural areas.

• Approximately 50% of rural households have access to improved water sources.

• One in four children ages 5–14 are engaged in child labour.

KENYA

ETHIOPIA

INDIA

CHINA

HAITI
NICARAGUA

ECUADOR

SIERRA LEONE

TANZANIA

https://www.we.org/stories/all-boys-high-school-in-kenya-maasai-mara-adopts-mentorship-program/
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Meet Thalia Mendoza from Ecuador
When Thalia Mendoza returned to the community she grew up in with her 10-year-old 
son, finding work was difficult. She worried about surviving and for her, survival 
meant keeping her son in school, enough food to eat and more opportunities in the 
future. WE partnered with her community to produce cacao and build a new 
classroom at her son’s school, supporting SDG 1 to end poverty. Thalia was thrilled 
about the opportunities it would lead to. Read her story at WE.org/stories/
cacaofarm.

Meet Kharta Ram from India
In the rural Rajasthani village of Verdara, the decades-old well had run dry,  
leaving community members without a reliable source of water to use for drinking, 
cooking, bathing and washing clothes. When WE got word, they suggested an 
intimidating solution—rehabilitating the well with dynamite and heavy machinery. 
Despite the community’s initial hesitation, the project—aligning with SDG 6 to 
ensure the availability of clean water for all—was a success! Read Kharta’s story at  
WE.org/stories/wishwell.

Ecuador
Ecuador’s Indigenous communities have very limited access to education, water, healthcare and a nutritious food supply. 
The province of Chimborazo in central Ecuador and the Amazon region are home to large numbers of Indigenous 
communities who suffer from some of the highest rates of poverty in the country. WE began working in Ecuador in 
1999 and is dedicated to improving the lives of Indigenous communities throughout Ecuador. We provide resources, 
opportunities and connections for community members to lead their own development and lift themselves out of poverty.

• Ecuador’s primary exports include oil, bananas and prawns.

• The average life expectancy is 76 years.

• One third of Ecuadorians live in rural areas.

• Approximately 5% of children ages 5–14 are engaged in child labour.

India
India is one of the oldest civilisations, the largest democracy and home to 1.3 billion people. Marginalised populations 
in rural areas of India have little access to education, healthcare services, clean water and sanitation facilities.  
Working in the country since 1998, WE has been concentrating its efforts in the northwestern province of Rajasthan  
to eliminate the barriers that prevent children from accessing education. Since then, we have built and refurbished 
hundreds of schools, created health centres, organised women’s alternative-income groups, and more.

• Approximately 67% of India’s population lives in rural areas.

• India’s average life expectancy is 69 years.

• The literacy rate in India is approximately 74%, which varies between states.

• 12% of children ages 5–14 are engaged in child labour.

https://www.we.org/stories/cacao-farming-in-ecuador-provides-community-opportunity-and-education/
https://www.we.org/stories/cacao-farming-in-ecuador-provides-community-opportunity-and-education/
https://www.we.org/stories/new-wells-benefit-farmers-in-rural-india/
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China
Despite China’s economic development, there are 55 million people living in poverty in rural communities. There is 
often a shortage of schools in rural areas, meaning many students must take a long, difficult and often dangerous trek 
to get to class. Across the country, where education is underfunded and there is a shortage of schools, we have helped 
to construct and develop over a dozen schools with over 100 classrooms. With a focus on eliminating both gender 
inequality and the developmental gap between urban and rural centres, WE empowers these communities with the 
tools to lift themselves out of poverty.

• China’s extreme poverty rate fell from 88% in 1981 to approximately 7% in recent years.

• The average life expectancy is 76 years.

• China is the most populated country in the world, with a population of over 1.3 billion.

• China ranks 86 out of 188 countries in the United Nations Human Development Index.

Tanzania
Despite its natural beauty, approximately half of all Tanzanians still live on around £1 a day. With over two-thirds of 
the population living in rural areas, the country struggles to provide adequate access to education, water, healthcare, 
food security and employment for millions of people. Working in Tanzania since 2002, WE Villages is dedicated to 
improving the lives of communities throughout the Arusha region. We have forged incredible community and 
government partnerships that have helped build schools and develop education programmes.

• English and Swahili are Tanzania’s two official languages, and each of the country’s 130 ethnic groups has their own 
dialect.

• The adult literacy rate is 78%.

• Only half of the population in Tanzania have access to improved water sources.

• Approximately 30% of children ages 5–14 are engaged in child labour.

Meet Yasi Rokoi from Tanzania
Over the years, Yasi Rokoi has noticed the decrease in rainfall and availability of 
water in her community of Oltepesi. This water is the only hope for growing crops, 
feeding livestock and ensuring community members are thriving. That’s why WE 
partnered with the community to train community members to conserve water as a 
way of supporting SDG 6 to ensure everyone has access to sustainable water.

Meet Liping from rural China
Liping’s main source of income comes from growing maize, potatoes, beans and 
peppers on her farm. But when there isn’t enough rainfall for a good harvest, her 
family struggled to survive. Through an agriculture and food security programme 
with WE, Liping learned how to improve her crop yield and farming skills, and 
increase her income to support her family. Projects like this align with SDG 2 and 8 
to ensure no one goes hungry and people have decent employment.

http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/human-development-index-hdi
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Meet Michaella and Hawanatu from Sierra Leone
Michaella and Hawanatu are two sixth grade girls who are studying at the girls’ 
primary school in Magburaka. The girls are working hard to catch up at school 
because it was closed for eight months due to the Ebola virus outbreak. Now, every 
class has a tap bucket and all students must wash their hands before going back into 
the classroom in the morning and after lunch. With a newly renovated school and 
clean water measures, the girls are even more motivated to study as they prepare for 
the National Primary School Examination.

Sierra Leone
Despite a large amount of natural resources, Sierra Leone is one of the poorest countries in the world, ranking 184 out 
of 189 on the United Nations Human Development Index. From 1991 to 2002, Sierra Leone underwent a volatile and 
relentless 11-year civil war, from which it continues to suffer repercussions today. WE’s work in Sierra Leone dates 
back to 2002 with the end of the civil war. We began implementing projects to improve communities’ access to clean 
water, healthcare and alternative income with the goal of giving communities the knowledge, skills, tools and 
resources to combat poverty.

• The average life expectancy is 52 years.

• Approximately 50% of the child population is engaged in child labour.

• One of the poorest countries in the world as a result of the civil war and a rapidly growing population.

• The country was in a state of civil war from 1991 to 2002.

WE VILLAGES: WHERE WE WORK

http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/human-development-index-hdi
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Ethiopia
Located in the Horn of Africa, Ethiopia is the oldest independent country in Africa. The country faces significant 
challenges related to food security and financial opportunities, as well as access to education, clean water and basic 
healthcare. Our work in Ethiopia is rooted in the needs of the community members and is assisted by strong 
government partnerships and community connections.

• Approximately 80% of the population lives in rural areas.

• The life expectancy is 65 years.

• Roughly 41% of children ages 7–14 are engaged in child labour.

• 61 million Ethiopians lack access to safe water.

Meet the students of Adihaye
In the community of Adihaye, there was not a school so children would walk four 
miles to the nearest one. The trek was long and difficult under the beating  
sun, but young students would continue to make this journey because they did not 
want to miss a lesson. Under the WE Villages Education Pillar, which aligns with 
SDG 4—ensuring quality education for all—we began building classrooms, plus 
gender-specific latrines and a clean water source for the students of Adihaye. Soon,  
the children of the community will receive the quality education they deserve.
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Nicaragua
Located between Honduras and Costa Rica, Nicaragua is the largest country in Central America, but it is also the 
second poorest in the Western Hemisphere, with limited access to education, sanitation facilities and medication. In 
Nicaragua, we help build and rehabilitate schools and libraries, install clean water systems and handwashing stations, 
build school gardens and conduct health education and financial literacy training.

• 41% of the population lives in rural areas.

• The average life expectancy is 75 years.

• Only about 30% of children make it through the end of primary school.

• Approximately 50% of rural households live in extreme poverty.

WE VILLAGES: WHERE WE WORK

Meet Yadira from Nicaragua
Yadira has been teaching nursery for the past five years. She uses the only 
classroom in the community of Aguas Agrias, which didn’t have any walls to 
protect students from rain, ruining teaching materials and disrupting lessons.  
WE helped build a new classroom, resulting in increased enrolment and more 
community members enthusiastic for education. This project, under the Education 
Pillar, also supports SDG 4, ensuring quality education for all.

Welcome to Marialapa Primary School
After months of hard work, Marialapa Primary School opened their doors to  
the eager students of the community. Not only do the young students have new 
classrooms to complete their primary education, but they also have a new block  
of latrines. The students can now attend school where hygiene and sanitation  
are a priority, without worrying about getting ill or spreading infection.

Haiti
Haiti’s population of nearly 11 million people live in the western region on the island Hispaniola, located in the 
Caribbean Sea. Despite its wealth of natural beauty and vibrant culture, Haiti is the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere. More than 80 per cent of Haitians living in extreme poverty live in rural areas. They struggle to grow 
enough food to feed their families and are plagued by deadly waterborne illnesses. WE began partnering with Haiti in 
2002, focusing on the Central Plateau region, which is the most rural and underdeveloped part of the country. We help 
improve access to quality education, ensure rural populations have access to essential services and promote rural 
community development.

• An estimated 200,000 to 400,000 school-aged children are out of school.

• Around 30% of children will drop out by year four.

• The average literacy rate is about 61%.

• Approximately 34% of children ages 5–14 are engaged in child labour.
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Basic Fundraising Steps

1. Decide what type of fundraiser is right for you, whether it’s one  
in this guide or one for another cause you’re passionate about.  ■  

2. Set up your Virgin Money Giving page.  ■  

3. Set a fundraising goal and choose a country and Pillar of Impact.  ■  

4. Select a date, time and event location.  ■  

5. Estimate costs and create a budget.  ■  

6. Recruit volunteers.  ■  

7. Create promotional materials (e.g., posters, videos, etc.)  
and confirm any materials you may need.  ■  

8. Have fun at your fundraising event!  ■  

9. Celebrate your efforts with a WE DayX.  ■  

10. Thank your friends, family, donors and volunteers for their support!  ■  

Post*
WE Charity 
14 Bowden Street 
London 
SE11 4DS

*Make cheques payable to 
“WE Charity.”

Online
WE.org/gb/donateRemember to send in your donations!

If you didn’t set up a personal fundraising 
page on Virgin Money Giving, you can donate 
the funds you raised for WE Villages by:

Fundraising Checklist
Raise the bar and support your WE Villages goal with additional fundraisers throughout the year.

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
http://crowdrise.com/wecharity
https://www.we.org/gb/wedayx/
https://www.we.org/gb/donate/
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Fundraising Tips
Use these tips to help you during your fundraiser!

Share!
Make sure to share the details of your 
fundraiser with friends, family, community 
members, local politicians, Twitter 
followers—anyone and everyone! Promote 
your fundraiser and focus on the impact 
you want to make with your initiative. 
Remember to tag @WEmovement so  
we can see your project come to life!*

Ask!
People love to help—you just need to ask! 
Sometimes people need to be reminded  
a few times before they donate. And if 
someone says no, remember not to let  
it bring you down and stay focused on 
your goal.

Document it!
Take photos and videos to record the 
highlights of your fundraiser. Share the 
journey with your friends, family, school 
and social media to help others understand 
your cause and encourage them to join in.

Stay organised!
Fundraisers have a lot of moving parts.  
So make sure you’re sticking to your plan 
and keeping track of your responsibilities  
to ensure you have a successful fundraiser 
from start to finish.

Make it your own
While many important causes are covered 
in the ready-made initiatives in this guide, 
you can always use the tips here for 
inspiration while you create your own 
custom campaign for the issue that you’re 
most passionate about. Use our WE Villages 
Pillar of Impact action planning resources 
on pages 23 - 28 to support you.

*We know that keeping young people safe online is a top priority, so make sure you are familiar with your school’s e-safety procedures and guidelines. For 
younger students, we recommend that your teacher creates a group social media account and manages it on behalf of your group.
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Fundraising at School 
By fundraising at school, one of the easiest ways to create impact, you have the perfect place 
to promote, plan and hold your fundraiser. You can collect donations for your cause from 
friends, parents, guardians and school staff, and then celebrate your efforts together!

Fayre or Fete 
Tombola, bric-a-brac stalls and a coconut shy—the fundraising 
possibilities are endless! Organise a festive craft fayre or a fete 
during the summer term to get your whole school involved.

Coin Collection 
Little things add up to something big! Ask friends and family 
to donate their loose change to your cause and see your 
impacts add up.

 

Dance-a-thon 
Host a dance-a-thon, walk-a-thon or skip-a-thon to raise funds 
and awareness for your cause. Fundraise and collect pledges 
for every hour of your active event.

 

Sports Tournament 
Hold a student vs. teacher tournament and collect donations as 
a participant fee and at the door as an entrance fee.

 

Talent Show 
Round-up the talent in your school and host a talent show. 
Charge students an entrance fee at the door and have a local 
business donate a prize for the winner.
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Fundraising on Your Own
You don’t need a big team to make big impacts! Everyone has the power to make a difference. 
Holding a fundraiser on your own shows a true commitment and passion for your chosen 
cause. Ask a few friends or family members to help you along the way to make sure you’re 
not overwhelmed. A little bit of help can go a long way.

Film Night
Host a film night and invite your friends and family. Pick a 
film that highlights your cause to raise awareness and collect 
donations as an entrance fee.

 

Art Sale
Use your artistic skills towards raising money for your chosen 
Pillar of Impact by selling your creations! Whether you enjoy 
illustrating or making cards, offer your unique talent for a 
donation.

 

Cake Sale
Host a cake sale and create a recipe book with the recipes you 
used to increase your fundraising total.

 

Skills Class
Use your own skills and talents to help you fundraise for a 
cause you care about. Enjoy painting? Invite friends and family 
to a paint night and ask for a small donation at the door.

 

Gardening
Help community members with mowing the grass or planting 
flowers for a small fee. Donate the funds you raise to the Pillar 
of Impact of your choice.
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Fundraising at Home
When you have a cause you care about, your family can be a great support system to help 
you reach your goal. There are lots of ways to get your family involved in fundraising and  
it’s a great opportunity to spend time bonding over a cause you care about.

Charity Dinner
Invite friends, family and community members to a charity 
dinner. Sell tickets to the dinner and ask local businesses to 
donate food to help offset the cost.

 

Cut Back
Save money by cutting back on your luxury items like sweets, 
apps and fast fashion. Donate the money you save to your 
chosen Pillar of Impact.

 

Car Boot Sale
Have your family clean out their cupboards and get rid of the 
things they’re not using anymore. Sell them at a car boot sale 
and donate the proceeds to the cause you’re passionate about.

 

Bike-a-thon
Get fit and fundraise at the same time by taking part in a 
bike-a-thon with your family. Get sponsored for every mile 
and make an impact on your cause.

 

Themed Party
A themed party is an easy and fun way to raise funds for your 
cause with your family. Collect donations at the door to enter 
and have fun!
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Fundraising as a Community
When a community rallies together around a cause they care about, they have the power  
to make real impact. Fundraising as a community brings people together and empowers 
them to take action as a team. Encourage community members to come together to help 
plan, promote and celebrate their efforts at the event.

Concert
Organise a party with your community and collect donations 
as an entrance fee. You can also sell food and drinks, and host 
games.

 

Craft Fair
Unlock the creative talents of your community with a craft 
fair. Encourage as many people as possible to make something 
to sell and put up stands in your community centre.

 

Cooking Competition
Host a cooking competition between community members. 
Have everyone create their best dish and have people pay to 
taste and vote for their favourite creation.

 

Silent Auction
Organise a silent auction with your community. Ask local 
businesses or individuals to donate prizes such as gift baskets, 
services, etc.

 

Scavenger Hunt
Organise a community-wide scavenger hunt and charge a 
registration fee for community members to participate. Ask 
local businesses to donate a prize for the winner.
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Pillar of Impact Fundraising
Spread awareness and raise money for the WE 
Villages Pillar of Impact of your choice! Use 
our fundraising action planning pages to learn 
more about global issues and fundraising 
actions.

 ► Page 23

FUNDRAISING INITIATIVES

Fundraising Initiatives
Our ready-made fundraising initiatives are designed to help you plan and take action on the 
global issues you are passionate about. Whether you’re interested in walking for water or 
taking a vow of silence for those whose voices go unheard, our WE Villages fundraising 
initiatives will help you reach your fundraising goals in no time. To take your learning and 
actions further, our classroom resources for each of the fundraising initiatives will help you 
develop an understanding of the issues and how they affect people around the world.

Clean water isn’t a luxury, it’s a basic human 
right. Walk to raise awareness and fundraise  
to improve global access to clean water.

 ► Page 35

Now it’s time to speak up. Your voice is a  
powerful tool for social change. Raise your 
voice or go silent for all of those who go 
unheard.

 ► Page 29

are
silent
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FUNDRAISINGFOUR EASY STEPS

Four Easy Steps
Our fundraising initiatives are designed to help you learn more about global issues, organise 
a highly developed action plan and pull-off an unforgettable fundraising event with tips, 
tools and resources.

1. Get Ready
Explore the issue you want to take action 
on. For example, if access to clean water is 
your passion, learn more about why it is 
so important and how it impacts people 
around the world.

2. Take Action
Set a goal and create an action plan for 
your fundraiser. Work out the logistics of 
an action plan that will make a 
meaningful difference on your issue.

 ► Start fundraising! Spread the word about your 
fundraiser throughout your school and on social 
media. 

 ► You can create your own Virgin Money Giving 
fundraising page to track your donations.

3. Reflect and Celebrate
Look back at your goals to evaluate and 
celebrate the impacts your group made. 

4. Donate
Donate the funds you raised by post, 
through your Virgin Money Giving page 
or online at WE.org/gb/donate.

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
http://WE.org/gb/donate
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Get Ready
There are many issues affecting our world, and it can be difficult to decide how best to make 
an impact. Use the global Exploring Issues webpages to understand more about the 
problems facing developing communities, then take the quiz below to find out which cause 
and country you should fundraise for.

Quiz: Finding Your Cause
Out of all the achievements in WE Villages partner communities, the one that excites me most is: 
A. In 2015, WE’s Kisaruni Girls Secondary School in Kenya ranked first out of all 112 schools in Narok County. 

B. Since the creation of the Water Pillar, one million people have improved access to clean water and sanitation. 

C. Since 2013, the maternity wing at Baraka Hospital in Kenya has provided more than 3,000 mothers with  
pre- and postnatal care. 

D. Fifteen million nutritious meals have been produced by farmers engaged in WE’s agriculture programmes. 

E. Since the creation of the Opportunity Pillar, over 30,000 women have gained financial independence.

If I had to choose a career to focus my passion on, 
it would be in the field of:
A. Education 

B. Water management 

C. Healthcare 

D. Food security 

E. Equality and women’s empowerment  

When you’re reading the news, which types of 
stories inspire you to create change?
A. Lack of access to education 

B. Water scarcity 

C. Illness and disease 

D. Food shortages 

E. Human rights and equality issues

When I think about the future, I envision a world 
where everyone has: 
A. Access to education 

B. Clean water for drinking 

C. Access to healthcare 

D. Enough food to eat 

E. Equal rights and opportunities  

In school, I love learning about: 
A. Human rights around the world 

B. How water impacts a community 

C. The impact of global health 

D. What types of farming are most effective 

E. Women’s empowerment and equality 

GET READY

Pillar of Impact Fundraising

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/issues-backgrounders/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/water/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/opportunity/
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Mostly A’s Mostly B’s Mostly C’s Mostly D’s Mostly E’s

Pillar of  
Impact

• Education • Water • Health • Food • Opportunity

Countries

• Ethiopia

• Sierra Leone

• Ecuador

• Kenya

• Tanzania

• China 

• Kenya

• India

• Haiti

• China

• Nicaragua

• Tanzania

• Ecuador

• Nicaragua

• India

Fundraising 
Idea

• Read-a-thon 

• Talent show

• WE Are 
Silent 

• WE Walk  
For Water

• Film night

• Dance-a-thon 

• Smoothie sale 

• Cake sale

• £1 lunch day

• Craft sale 

• Coin 
collection

Take Action
Set Your Goal 
A little money can go a long way to making a life-changing impact in a developing community. To help you set your 
goal, learn about the resources we provide to developing communities and what your fundraising efforts can help to 
achieve. Then, choose one donation item to raise money towards! Click here to see more donation items.

 
Complete the mind map below to help you set a goal. Make sure it’s S.M.A.R.T. with this goal-setting activity:

What will your fundraising goal be? Which country will you fundraise for?

Which Pillar of Impact will you fundraise for? What ideas do you have for your fundraiser?

Education 
£30 = Give primary 

education to one  
child and help them 
to transform their  

life chances.

Water
£15 = Change  

a life by giving  
one person access  

to clean water  
for life.

Health  
£60 = Help a  

mother and her  
new baby to have  

the best start  
in life.

Food
£75 = Nourish a 

whole school with 
healthy lunches by 

planting the seeds of 
a school garden.

Opportunity 
£145 = A bundle of 

farm animals gives a 
family the chance to 
launch a sustainable 

small business. 

£

TAKE ACTION

https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/education/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/water/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/health/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/food/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/opportunity/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/ethiopia/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/sierra-leone/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/ecuador/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/kenya/
https://www.we.org/we-villages/where-we-work/tanzania/
https://www.we.org/we-villages/where-we-work/rural-china/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/kenya/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/india/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/haiti/
https://www.we.org/we-villages/where-we-work/rural-china/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/nicaragua/
https://www.we.org/we-villages/where-we-work/tanzania/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/ecuador/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/nicaragua/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/india/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://forms.we.org/donation_campaigns?cmd=&campaign=uk
https://cdn.we.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/SMART-Goals_UK.pdf?_ga=2.21422203.1964794427.1563783765-2009934439.1560244813
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/where-we-work/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/education/
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FUNDRAISING

To achieve your goal, you need a plan! Use this space to figure out how you can turn your talents, skills, ideas and goals 
into world change.

Now that you have decided on your action idea, you need to work out how to reach your goal.

Who will help you to put your plan into 
action? How will you get them on board? 

E.g. Write a letter to your Headteacher.

 

How will you raise awareness about your 
cause, event or fundraiser? 

E.g. Make an announcement in assembly. 

 

 

What supplies will you need for your 
fundraiser? 

E.g., Posters, collection containers

 

What will your next steps be? Try to put  
them in date order.

E.g., Week 1: Get permission from Headteacher.  
E.g,. Week 2: Create promotional materials. 

 
When I have 

spare time, I love to…

 
Write down as 

many of your gifts or 
talents as you can.

 
Use this space 

to write how you will 
fundraise. You can have more 

than one action idea! 

TAKE ACTION
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FUNDRAISING

Reflect and Celebrate
Reflect on your impacts to help you to consolidate your learning and decide what’s next for your global actions!

Don’t forget to share pictures, updates and success stories on social media to spread 
awareness about your fundraiser!*

How did it feel to make an impact for your chosen country and pillar?

How will your actions create impact in developing communities worldwide?

How did taking action on one global issue make an impact on other issues?

How did it feel to take action to support your global community? How does this compare to taking 
action on a local level?

REFLECT AND CELEBRATE

*We know that keeping young people safe online is a top priority, so make sure you are familiar with your school’s e-safety procedures and guidelines. For 
younger students, we recommend that your teacher creates a group social media account and manages it on behalf of your group.

https://www.facebook.com/WEmovement/
https://twitter.com/wemovement?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/wemovement/?hl=en
https://snapchat.com/add/wemovement


27

FUNDRAISINGREFLECT AND CELEBRATE

Reflect
At the end of your fundraising initiative, take time to report on the impact you have made.

How many people from your school and/or community got involved in your fundraiser?  

Did you create a hashtag to promote your fundraiser? What was it?  

How much money did you fundraise?  

What impact will this money make in your chosen country?  

What was your most successful method of fundraising?  

How did you thank your supporters?  

Celebrate
Make sure you celebrate and share the success of your fundraiser, and reward yourselves for all your hard work! 

 ■ Share photos of your actions with your school, community and WE Schools Programme Manager.

 ■ Capture the highlights of your fundraiser and create a video or classroom display.

 ■ Celebrate your impacts through a class party, assembly or WE DayX.

Donate
It’s easy to donate to WE! 

Method How to Donate

Post Post a cheque to:  
WE Charity 
14 Bowden Street  
London  
SE11 4DS

Cheques should be made payable to  
“WE Charity.” Remember to include a Donation 
Form alongside your cheque.

Online Go to: WE.org/gb/donate 
Purchase an item from our donation catalogue  
or donate an amount. Remember, you’ll need  
to ask a teacher or another adult to make an  
online donation on your group’s behalf. 

Online 
fundraising page

Set up a fundraising page on Virgin Money  
Giving and select WE as your chosen charity.  
Your money will automatically be donated!

Show Your Thanks
Don’t forget to say a massive THANK YOU to everyone who supported  
your fundraising efforts—teachers, friends, family members, donors,  
your dog…. Yes, we mean everyone!

http://www.we.org/gb/wedayx
https://cdn.we.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Donation-Form_UK.pdf?_ga=2.12386548.1964794427.1563783765-2009934439.1560244813
https://cdn.we.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Donation-Form_UK.pdf?_ga=2.12386548.1964794427.1563783765-2009934439.1560244813
http://WE.org/gb/donate
https://forms.we.org/donation_campaigns?cmd=&campaign=uk
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
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Our Goal

We did it!

Target 4

Almost there…

Target 3

We’re past halfway!

Target 1

We got this!

Target 2

Let’s keep it going!

Step 1: Write down your group’s fundraising goal.

Step 2: Break down your goal into smaller targets.

Step 3: As you fundraise, mark your progress  
by colouring in the Fundraising Totaliser!

Step 4: Celebrate! You just helped support 
international development projects through  
WE Villages.

Country: 

Pillar of Impact:

FUNDRAISING

Fundraising Tracker

E.g., Goal = £100.  Target 1 = £100/5 = £20.  Target 2  = Target 1 x 2 = £40.  Target 3 = Target 1 x 3 = £60.  Target 4 = Target 1 x 4 = £80. 

28
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Our actions are a powerful 
tool for social change.
In 2019, we are celebrating the 30th anniversary of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, a treaty to 
protect the rights of children worldwide. And with WE 
Are Silent, you can take a stand for children and human 
rights, and fundraise for social change. By taking a vow of 
silence in solidarity with those whose voices go unheard, 
we can prove just how powerful our voices truly are. So 
turn up the volume and let your silence be heard!

Over the years, WE Are Silent has been one of WE’s most 
successful campaigns because of the impact it makes.  
Our vow of silence sparks the conversations that lead to 
incredible fundraising and awareness-raising campaigns— 
helping to amplify the voice of others—and donations that 
provide a tangible impact with access to education.

Pledge to go silent  
for global human rights.

Kick-off: 20 November 2019

Sign up: WE.org/gb/wearesilent

Every £30 = Education for a child

https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/what-is-the-convention
http://we.org/gb/wearesilent
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WE ARE SILENT

In the Classroom
With our classroom resources, teachers can integrate social action into their curriculum to broaden students’ 
understanding of issues they are passionate about. Download the Advocating for Children’s Rights lesson packages at 
WE.org/gb/libraryofresources for ideas to raise awareness of children’s rights issues.

Advocating for Children’s Rights

Learning 
Phase

Subject Connections Learning Goals Skills Developed

Primary and 
secondary

• English

• Character education

• Sociology

• Work-related learning

• Geography

• Understand the difference between 
wants and needs.

• Understand what human rights are 
and why they are important.

• Explore how children’s rights are 
connected to their basic needs. 

• Use the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child to identify the rights that 
children around the world are 
entitled to.

• Action planning 

• Research and writing 

• Argument formation  

• Organisation 

• Reflection 

• Information literacy 

• Critical thinking 

• Leadership skills

The Convention on the Rights of the Child

Children’s rights are human rights and every child is entitled to have their rights protected to 
ensure they can thrive. That’s why the UN adopted the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
on 20 November 1989, which outlines the civil, political, economic, social, health and cultural 
rights of children everywhere. This year will mark the 30th anniversary of this treaty and to 
celebrate this historic moment, leaders, young people and individuals of all ages will be 
participating in a series of events to renew our global commitment to putting children’s rights  
at the forefront.

Celebrate the 30th Anniversary of:

WE ARE SILENTINTRODUCTION

http://WE.org/gb/libraryofresources
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/what-is-the-convention
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Get Ready
Learn more about human rights and the issues facing children around the world using the 
global Exploring Issues webpages, as well as your own research. Find the issue that stands 
out to you the most and write down a few notes about the things you have learned.

 ► What do you know about the Convention on the Rights of the Child?

 ► What kinds of things do all children need to live a happy and healthy life?

 ► What human rights issues make you want to take action and fundraise for?

Decide Your Action
What issue will you take action on?  

What type of action/fundraiser will you do?  

Consider some of the example actions below to give you ideas: 
 

 ■ Collect pledges for taking a vow of silence.

 ■ Fundraise with your school through  
a silent march.

 ■ Host a debating competition around human rights 
issues and charge an entrance fee.

Set Your Goal
Which Pillar of Impact will you be fundraising for?

Education Water Food Health Opportunity

What is your fundraising goal?  

Consider aiming for one of these fundraising milestones: 
 

£30 
Education for a Child 
Give a child access to primary 

education and set them on  
the path to success. 

£600 
Outfit a Classroom 

Provide furniture and school  
supplies for an entire classroom, 

empowering students with a 
conducive learning environment. 

£5,800 
Build a Classroom
Build a classroom to equip 

a generation with the skills,  
knowledge and confidence to  

create a brighter future for  
themselves and their community. 

GET READY

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/issues-backgrounders/
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/what-is-the-convention
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Additional Resources
Visit WE.org/gb/wearesilent to  
download helpful campaign assets  
like social media graphics, donation 
forms, posters, guidebooks, lesson  
plans and more! 

About WE
WE is an organisation that makes doing good, doable. Through our sustainable development model, 
WE Villages, we partner with developing communities in nine countries to help break the cycle of 
poverty. As of today, we’ve built more than 1,500 schools and classrooms, giving 200,000 children 
the opportunity to learn and succeed.

AN INITIATIVE OF

Vow to go silent for global children’s 
rights. Every £30 raised gives one child 
access to primary education.
Silence can speak a thousand words and have a powerful 
impact. Join the global movement and take a vow of 
silence for children’s voices that go unheard. Together, 
we can prove just how big a difference we can make 
when we all work towards the same goal. All donations 
for the WE Are Silent fundraising initiative will go 
towards the WE Villages Education Pillar of Impact. 
Education is the cornerstone of a sustainable community, 
and it gives children the tools to advocate for their basic 
rights and secure a livelihood. 

Silence speaks 
volumes.

Set Your Date
When will you hold your WE Are Silent initiative?  

Consider the following dates as you plan. 

20 November 
Universal Children’s Day

10 December
World Human Rights Day

Plan Ahead
How will you raise awareness? Use this chart to assign tasks to group members and help keep everyone on track!

Task Group Member(s) Responsible

E.g. Posters around school

E.g. Promoting on social media

E.g. School announcements

What materials will you need?

Start planning.
Check out your WE Are Silent Fundraising Toolkit to help plan your fundraising initiative. With 
tools and tips on how to set a goal and create an action plan, and resources to help you spread 
awareness, you’ll be set up for success from the start. 

Create a goal and a donation page.
Set a fundraising goal and create a donation page to collect and track donations. Donors  
will be able to see who is participating in the event, what your fundraising goal is and why  
you are choosing to go silent. You’ll also find a budget template in your toolkit to help you  
track your donation commitments and how close you are to reaching your goal! Go to 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/wearesilent to start.

Launch your campaign.
Hold fundraising events, such as movie nights or cake sales, in the lead up to your vow of 
silence to advocate and raise money for children’s rights around the world. Share facts about 
children’s rights and the issue of education to inspire others to get involved. Your toolkit 
contains key statistics to help you get started!

Spread the word!
Over the next few weeks, let your classmates, family and community know about your 
campaign. Put up campaign posters around school, share on social media and host small 
fundraisers to help reach your goal. Your toolkit also contains letter templates that you can 
use to help ask for donations. And don’t forget to share your online donation page!

Take a vow of silence on 20 November.
This day marks the United Nations Universal Children’s Day, which offers a platform to 
advocate, promote and celebrate children’s rights—that’s why WE is choosing this day to  
go silent. Through the tools and resources WE gives young people to make a difference, we  
hope to spark the conversations and actions that will help create a better future for children 
everywhere. On 20 November, speak up with silence and give a voice to children around  
the world.

For more resources or to learn more, visit WE.org/gb/wearesilent.20

STUDENT GUIDE

@WEmovement #WEareSilent

Thank you to everyone who supported us 
in going silent for human rights and raising 
money for those whose voices go unheard. 
Every £30 raised gives one child access to 
primary education, opening the door to a 
better future.

Your silence 
is powerful.

We raised

                                   

GET READY

http://WE.org/gb/wearesilent
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Take Action
1. Create a donation page.
By creating your own Virgin Money Giving page, your group will have an easy, accessible way to raise money for WE 
Are Silent. Write a short description explaining why you are raising money for your chosen issue, then share the page 
with friends, family and community members to help collect donations. 

Speak to your WE Schools Programme Manager for support with setting up your WE Are Silent fundraising page.

2. Spread the word.
WE Are Silent is your opportunity to create a movement with your voice. By raising funds to help your cause, you are 
creating tangible change for children around the world.

 ■ Visit WE.org/gb/wearesilent to download the WE Are Silent event poster.

 ■ Share inspiring stories of social change from WE.org/stories.

 ■ Use #WEareSilent and tag @WEmovement in all of your WE Are Silent social media posts.*

3. It’s time to show your solidarity! 
On the day of your event, amplify your voice by going silent or speaking up. Show your solidarity for the millions of 
children around the world who are silenced every day due to a lack of access to education, water, healthcare, food and 
opportunity. This is for those whose voices go unheard and whose rights are not upheld.

TAKE ACTION

*We know that keeping young people safe online is a top priority, so make sure you are familiar with your school’s e-safety procedures and guidelines. For 
younger students, we recommend that your teacher creates a group social media account and manages it on behalf of your group.

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
http://WE.org/gb/wearesilent
http://WE.org/stories
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Reflect and Celebrate
Reflect
At the end of your fundraising initiative take some time to reflect on the impact you have made with these questions: 

Did you run into any problems? How did you overcome them?  

 

 

How many people participated in your event?  

How much money did you raise towards your goal?  

How will your actions create impact in developing communities worldwide?  

 

How did taking action on one issue make you aware of other issues?  

 

How will you continue to make an impact after your fundraiser has ended?  

 

Celebrate
It’s also important to celebrate and share the success of your fundraising initiative.

 ■ Share photos from your event day with your school, community and WE Schools Programme Manager.

 ■ Record the highlights of your event day and create a video.

 ■ Celebrate impacts through a class party, assembly or WE DayX.

Donate
Remember to send in your donations and help make a difference  
in children’s lives around the world. You can submit your funds  
through Virgin Money Giving, at WE.org/gb/donate or by post.

Show Your Thanks
Thanking your friends, family, donors, sponsors, participants  
and volunteers is just as important as asking for donations. It’s  
because of their support that you are able to help make an impact  
on your cause—so don’t forget to send them a kind thank you!

REFLECT AND CELEBRATE WE ARE SILENT

https://www.we.org/gb/wedayx/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
http://WE.org/gb/donate
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WE WALK FOR WATER

Walk date: 1 May 2020

Sign up: WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater

Every £15 = Clean water  
for one person for life

Clean water isn’t a luxury. 
It’s a basic human right.
WE’s Official One-Day Fundraiser
Clean water opens access to education, health, food and 
opportunity. But millions of people around the world 
still lack access to it because of unreliable or distant 
water sources. Children—especially girls—are often 
given the daily task of walking to collect water for their 
families, preventing them from attending school and 
reduces their future economic opportunities.

Walk to raise awareness about clean water and 
fundraise for WE Villages! To date, WE Villages has 
provided more than one million people with access to 
clean water and sanitation, and we’re just getting 
started. There are still over 840 million people without 
a basic drinking water service, and we can help change 
that. For every £15 raised, one person is given access to 
clean water for life!

Walk to give water to 
developing communities.

http://WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater
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Clean Water for All
Learning 
Phase

Subject Connections Learning Goals Skills Developed

Primary 
and 
secondary

• Geography

• Science

• English

• Sociology

• Maths

• Physical Education

• Develop an understanding of 
water as a human right. 

• Learn how the water crisis is 
affecting people and communities 
around the world.

• Action planning 

• Research and writing 

• Argument formation  

• Organisation 

• Reflection 

• Information literacy 

• Critical thinking 

• Leadership skills

In the Classroom
With our classroom resources, teachers can integrate social action into their curriculum to broaden students’ 
understanding of issues they are passionate about. Download the Clean Water for All lesson packages at  
WE.org/gb/libraryofresources for ideas about improving access to clean water.

WE Walk For Water 2019
On Friday 3 May, school and youth groups across the UK took to 
playgrounds, parks, and beaches raising awareness and funds 
about the issue of water scarcity and the WE Villages Water Pillar. 

In London and Leeds, WE staff and students from 12 schools, 
walked around Hyde Park and Roundhay Park to complete two 
mile circuits.  Students learned about the the challenges girls and 
families around the world face in accessing clean water and 
listened empathetically to the negative impacts that a lack of 
access to clean water can have on people’s lives. 

Fully motivated to raise as much awareness as possible, students 
displayed their homemade posters and chanted about their cause 
throughout the walk. At the end of their walk, students completed 
a reflective activity where they wrote their individual action plan 
about how they would continue to spread the WE Walk For Water 
message.

Funds raised during WE Walk For Water 2019 will make an 
incredible impact, supporting projects such as building latrines in 
India and community water conservation trainings in Tanzania.

INTRODUCTION WE WALK FOR WATER

http://WE.org/gb/libraryofresources
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WE WALK FOR WATER

Get Ready
Why water? Having access to clean water is directly tied to a better quality of life. When 
communities have access to clean water, girls can attend school instead of fetching water  
for their households, parents can run sustainable farms and families can avoid contracting 
waterborne illnesses. Clean water helps improve chances for success and productivity for all. 

 ► Use the Water Issue webpage, as well as your own research, to learn more about the importance of clean water.  
Write down a few notes about the things you have learned. 

How would your life be different if you did not have access to clean water?

What are the consequences of not having access to clean water?

What do you think needs to be done to make clean water accessible to everyone?

Every £15 raised gives one 
person clean water for life.
Fundraising for WE Walk For Water will help implement 
water projects and programmes in WE Villages communities. 
This takes into account general costs of water projects, the 
anticipated longevity of the project, average community size, 
etc. The funds will be put towards a project or programme 
within the Water Pillar, ensuring a sustainable and holistic 
impact that takes into consideration the specific needs of the 
communities we work with.

GET READY

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/issues-backgrounders/global-clean-water/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/water/
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Set Your Goal
WE Walk For Water is about raising awareness and funds for access to clean water. Remember, every £15 donation will 
give one person clean water for life! 

What is your fundraising goal?  

How many people are you aiming to give clean water to?  

WE Walk For Water is on 1 May 2020. Will you be holding your walk on this date?  

If not, when will yours be?  

Choose Your Walk

Classic Walk
• 3.7 miles 

• Entire class or school 

• Carry weights to  
simulate water walk 

Relay Walk
• 3.7 miles 

• Determine the  
distance breakdown 

• Carry light weight  
in a backpack

Customised Walk
• Symbolic walk (this may be 

best for younger children or 
families) 

• Pick your distance 

• Decide the weight  
you will carry 

 
Use the chart below to help decide who will be responsible for each task to make sure your walk goes smoothly.

Task Group Member(s) Responsible

E.g. Make posters

E.g. Set up Virgin Money Giving page

E.g. Post on social media

GET READY

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
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Take Action
1. Create a donation page.
By creating your own online fundraising page page, your group will have an easy, accessible way to raise money. 
Write a short description explaining why you are raising money for clean water, create a team name and set a 
fundraising goal. 

 ► Go to Virgin Money Giving to start setting up your WE Walk For Water fundraising page.

 ► Remember to share your fundraising page link with everyone you know using social media, email or in your school 
newsletter. Send out regular updates counting down the days to your water walk or share facts about water access 
around the world to keep your fundraising efforts top of mind. Your fundraising page will keep track of incoming 
donations automatically.

2. Spread the word.
This is WE’s official global fundraising event, and we want everyone to get involved! Make sure to spread the word 
about your WE Walk For Water event so that anyone who’s interested can join and help make a difference. 

 ■ Visit WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater to download the WE Walk For Water event poster. Place posters around the 
school and throughout community spaces. 

 ■ Share inspiring water stories from WE.org/stories.

 ■ Use #WEwalkForWater and tag @WEmovement in all of your WE Walk For Water social media posts. 

 ■ Visit WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater for videos to share on social media. 

3. Time to walk the walk.
On the day of your event, you will be walking for all of the women and children around the world who spend hours 
each day walking to collect water for their families. This walk and the money you’ve raised will create real impact in 
developing communities around the world.

TAKE ACTION

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
http://WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater
http://WE.org/stories
http://WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater
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Reflect and Celebrate
Reflect
At the end of your fundraising initiative take some time to reflect on the impact you have made. 

Did you run into any problems? How did you overcome them?  

 

 

How many people participated in your event?  

How much money did you raise towards your goal?  

How will your actions create impact in developing communities worldwide?  

 

How did taking action on one issue make you aware of other issues?  

 

How will you continue to make an impact after your fundraiser has ended?  

 

 

Celebrate
It’s also important to celebrate and share the success of your fundraising initiative. 

 ■ Share photos from your event day with your school, community and WE Schools Programme Manager. 

 ■ Record the highlights of your event day and create a video. 

 ■ Celebrate impacts through a class party, assembly or WE DayX. 

Donate
Remember to send in your donations and help make a difference  
in children’s lives around the world. You can submit your funds  
through Virgin Money Giving, at WE.org/gb/donate or by post.

Show Your Thanks
Thanking your friends, family, donors, sponsors, participants  
and volunteers is just as important as asking for donations. It’s  
because of their support that you are able to help make an impact  
on your cause—so don’t forget to send them a kind thank you!

REFLECT AND CELEBRATE

https://www.we.org/gb/wedayx/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
http://WE.org/gb/donate
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`

HELP TURN 
CLEAN WATER ON 
FOR PEOPLE  
AROUND THE WORLD

10-Step Student Guide

Additional Resources
Visit WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater for tons of additional resources to take your campaign 
to the next level and make it the best it can be!

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Sponsorship form
Please print clearly and make cheques payable to “WE Charity.” After your WE Walk For Water event, make sure you 

collect your sponsorship and give your donation to your teacher or group leader.

To download more sponsorship forms, visit WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater.

Remember: WE Charity strongly discourages young people from going door-to-door to collect sponsorship.

*Gift Aid
You can make your donation worth a quarter more by claiming Gift Aid! Your correct address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer. To Gift 
Aid your donation, please tick the box in the table above.

By ticking the box, you agree to the following statement: I am a UK taxpayer and I would like WE Charity to reclaim the tax on all qualifying donations I 
have made, as well as any future donations, until I notify them otherwise. I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the 
amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay the difference. I understand that WE Charity will reclaim 25p 
of tax on every £1 that I donate.

Full Name Street Address City County Post 
Code Date Donation 

Amount
*Gift 
Aid? Paid?

ex. B1 1HN123 Avenue Street £1012/03/19Birmingham West MidlandsJane Smith

WE Charity | 14 Bowden Street, London, SE11 4DS | WE.org

WE Charity is a registered charity in England and Wales (1138645) and Scotland (SC045815).

WE |  14  Bowden Street  |  London |  SE11  4DS |  t :  020  8266 1616 |  WE.org

AN INITIATIVE OF

Caption: 
On 3 May, I’ll be walking for all the 
women and children who walk for 
hours every day to collect water 
that’s not always safe. Just £15 gives 
one person access to clean water 
for life. Help me reach my goal by 
donating to my WE Walk For Water 
Virgin Money Giving page here: 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/
wewalkforwater2019/____________

TAG: @WEmovement

Caption: 
Clean water can lift a community out of 
poverty by opening access to education 
and opportunity, reducing illnesses and 
improving food security. 

On 3 May, join me for WE Walk For 
Water. Walk, fundraise and donate to 
improve access to clean water for all. 
#WEwalkForWater

LINK: https://bit.ly/2gqzbGy     
TAG: @WEmovement

CLEAN  
WATER  
ON

3 May. Walk. Fundraise.  
Every £15 gives one person 
clean water for life.

Track your fundraising 
progress! Fill in your goals 
along the side and watch as 
the water droplet fills up to 
create life-changing impact.

Our Goal

Lives Changed (£15 = 1 life changed)

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

£

WE Charity is a registered charity in England and Wales 
(1138645) and Scotland (SC045815).

The fastest 
way to 
send a girl 
to school.

Walk. Fundraise. Donate £15 
and give someone clean water for life.

CLEAN WATER ON

WE.org

Available online:
Teacher Guide

Student Guide

Social Media Toolkit

Posters

Parent 2 Pager

Sponsorship Form

Donation Form

http://WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater
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Empower women to take 
charge of their futures.
In Swahili, Rafiki means friend, and by purchasing a Pillar 
of Impact Rafiki, you can connect with and support female 
artisans in Kenya! For these women, empowerment means 
taking charge of their future. By handcrafting Rafiki 
bracelets, they are earning a fair wage and keeping a 
traditional art form alive. For every item you sell, half of the 
proceeds will go to your school’s chosen WE Villages 
country and pillar of choice! By fundraising with Rafikis, 
you are helping women in developing communities earn 
money to invest in their futures.

FURTHER YOUR IMPACT

Further Your Impact
Fundraise with Pillar of Impact Rafikis—the gift that 
gives back.

One bracelet. Endless possibilities.
Each Product Sold

Empowers the artisan 
who made it by helping 
them earn a living and 
save for their future.

Donates a percentage 
back to WE Charity 
globally through the 

partnership with  
ME to WE.

Provides a tangible impact, 
like clean water or school 
supplies, for a member of 
a developing community.

Half of the proceeds  
go towards your  

WE Villages goal.

Check out the story at WE.org/stories/metoweartisans to learn about the  
inspiring stories of female artisans in Kenya.

http://WE.org/stories/metoweartisans
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FUNDRAISING

How to Fundraise With Rafikis

HOW TO FUNDRAISE WITH RAFIKIS

Spread the word.
Let your classmates, family and community know you’re fundraising with Rafikis. 
Put up campaign posters, make school announcements and post on social media 
using #WEareRafikis and tagging @WEmovement.

Collect orders.
When someone chooses which Pillar of Impact Rafiki they would like, write it 
down and collect their money. Use our order form to help you keep track.

Send in your order.
When you’ve collected all your orders, email your order form to your WE Schools 
Programme Manager, or post it to our office.

Get excited! 
While you wait for your order to arrive, reflect on the impact you are making. 
Not only is half of every product purchased going straight to your WE Villages 
fundraising goal, but you are also making socially conscious choices with your 
style! Whether you’re gifting with purpose or treating yourself, you are helping 
contribute to a better, more sustainable world.

https://cdn.we.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/WRR-Order-Form-UK.pdf?_ga=2.165404215.905381824.1560244813-2009934439.1560244813
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