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Get ready to change the world.
WE Schools is a unique active citizenship programme that challenges young people to identify 
the local and global issues that spark their passion and empowers them with the tools they 
need to take action.

Delivered in more than 3,400 schools across the UK, the WE Schools programme provides 
teachers and students with a range of educational resources, including curriculum-linked 
lesson plans, action campaign ideas and a library of inspirational videos. Through WE 
Schools, students gain an understanding of the root causes of pressing issues like the 
environment, poverty and poor access to education, and explore what they can do to help. 
They also plan one local and one global action to make a difference, from collecting food for 
local foodbanks, to fundraising to improve access to water around the world.

WE Schools is part of WE, a global movement that is making doing good, doable. Learn more  
at WE.org.

Welcome to  
WE Schools

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/teachers-resources/library/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/teachers-resources/library/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/
https://www.we.org/gb/videos/
http://www.we.org/gb
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How to Run WE Schools
1. Sign-up for WE Schools.
When you sign-up for WE Schools, your group is given a designated WE Code and dedicated  
WE Schools Programme Manager or Coordinator. You also gain access to our educational 
resources, digital programming and professional development sessions, as well as 
motivational speakers, awards and grant-funding opportunities. Sign-up now. 

2. Plan your year of actions.
Our ready-made action campaigns are designed to help groups learn more about their chosen 
issue, set goals and create action plans for impact. Explore them in the Citizenship in Action 
guide and access further resources by visiting WE.org/gb/campaigns. Our fundraising guidance is 
designed to help you plan a school-wide fundraiser and take action on global issues. Learn more 
in the Fundraising in Action guide and decide how your school will participate. 

3. Engage in professional development sessions.
Our informal professional development sessions explore how WE Schools resources align with 
curricular expectations and your school’s goals, as well as teachers’ own interests and 
priorities. Learn more in the Teacher’s Guide or visit WE.org/gb/professional-development. 

4. Access additional resources.
Our free additional programme offerings, including motivational speakers, action-planning 
workshops and Youth Summits, help enhance learning and create a successful WE Schools 
experience. Learn more on page 12. 

https://forms.we.org/weschools2018/application?cmd=&lang=&uk=1
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
http://WE.org/gb/campaigns
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
http://WE.org/gb/professional-development
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The Four Steps of WE Schools
WE Schools is designed to make doing good, doable. Our WE Schools action campaigns and 
lesson plans are structured around four simple steps. These steps guide students’ learning 
and support them to take meaningful social action.

Programme Eligibility 
All schools from across the UK are eligible to sign-up to WE Schools, free of charge. We work with students of all ages, 
abilities and backgrounds and support schools of every type, size and ethos. 

To gain access to our full range of programme offerings, WE Schools groups must commit to completing two annual 
reports, the Year-long Action Plan and Year in Review.

These reports are easy to fill out and provide us with essential data, helping us to measure the impact of our programme, 
enhance its quality and offer you the most effective support to achieve your goals. They also help to keep our programme 
entirely free of charge. 

To learn more, contact your WE Schools Programme Manager or Coordinator, or email ukyouth@WE.org. 

1. Year-long Action Plan
Once you get started, we’ll email you a survey to learn 
about your plans for the year and how we can support 
them.

2. Year in Review
At the end of the school year, we’ll email you a survey to 
learn about the impacts your students have made and 
how we can better support you next year.

Steps of WE Schools

1. Investigate  
and Learn 
Students explore local and 
global issues related to a 
real-world challenge or 
opportunity.

2. Action Plan 
Students develop a plan 
to implement their active 
citizenship project, 
including one local and 
one global action.

3. Take Action 
Students implement  
their action plan.

4. Report  
and Celebrate 
Students present the 
results of their active 
citizenship initiatives  
or campaigns.

Record and Reflect
Students take time to record and reflect on their progress and impact during each of the four steps. After 
completing each action campaign, contact your WE Schools Programme Manager or Coordinator, to 
share how your students have changed the world. 

http://www.we.org/gb/campaigns
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/teachers-resources/library/
https://forms.we.org/weschools2018/application?cmd=&lang=&uk=1&_ga=2.81637975.1536561342.1534153299-713630283.1530797393
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/
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Programme Benefits
Through carefully structured educational resources and action campaigns, students engage 
with issues around the world, down the road or in their very own schools. At the same time, 
they gain important life skills—like leadership, critical thinking and action planning—which 
they’ll continue to use and develop throughout their lives.

Our UK Impact: 2017-2018

86%
of respondents agree 
or strongly agree that 
participating in the WE 

Schools programme 
has enhanced the 
quality of active 

citizenship or social 
initiatives in their 

school or community.

86% 
of respondents 

agree or strongly 
agree that the 

students/young 
people feel a 

greater 
connection to 

their local 
community. 

88%
of respondents 

agree or strongly 
agree that the 

students/young 
people 

demonstrate 
increased 

leadership among 
their peers.

88%
of respondents agree or 
strongly agree that the 
students/young people 
are more likely to stand 

up for others that are 
treated unfairly 

because of their gender, 
race, religion, ability, or 

sexual orientation.
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Measuring Our Impact
We believe in measuring the impact of our programmes to make sure we’re delivering world-
class resources. Because of leaders like you, we are able to see incredible transformative 
outcomes in students, schools and entire communities across the UK and North America.

MEASURING OUR IMPACT

2017–2018 School Year

£1,535,578
UK schools 
raised for 

charity

864,082
Volunteer  

hours logged 
by UK students

Over 16,000
Schools across 

the UK and 
North America 

259,372
Kilograms of 

food collected 
for foodbanks 
by UK schools

£209,415,937
Annual social 
value created 

globally
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Come together to collect food to help scare away  
hunger. Hold a food collection to contribute to your  
local community and raise awareness of the root  
causes of hunger.

Citizenship in Action, page 45  
WE.org/gb/wescarehunger 

Commit to a sustainability pledge in your school or 
community and watch how everyday actions can turn  
into environmental impacts. 

Citizenship in Action, page 5 
WE.org/gb/wegogreen

Be an advocate for literacy by organising a book collection 
or becoming a reading mentor. By increasing access to 
books, you have the power to inspire young leaders to 
become lifelong learners.

Citizenship in Action, page 25 
WE.org/gb/wereadtogether

Rally your peers to take action on an issue in your 
community. Inspire others to volunteer and create  
a ripple effect of volunteerism.

Citizenship in Action, page 55 
WE.org/gb/wevolunteernow

Numeracy skills help us to succeed in every aspect  
of daily life. Raise awareness of the importance of  
numeracy and challenge attitudes to numbers. Made 
possible by KPMG.

Citizenship in Action, page 15 
WE.org/gb/weneednumeracy

Everyone deserves a place to call home. Share  
facts about homelessness to challenge the damaging 
stereotypes that surround homeless people.

Citizenship in Action, page 65 
WE.org/gb/wewontrest

Action Campaigns
These local campaigns help your students understand, explore and take action on the issues 
they care about in your community. With each ready-made campaign, we provide information, 
advice and action planning tools to make it easy for students to take action. Explore the 
Citizenship in Action guide to learn more.

Become an advocate for online safety by coming  
together to raise awareness about the damaging  
effects of cyberbullying.

Citizenship in Action, page 35  
WE.org/gb/weriseabove

ACTION CAMPAIGNS

Won’t
Rest

New!

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
http://WE.org/gb/wescarehunger
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-go-green/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
http://WE.org/gb/wereadtogether
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
http://WE.org/gb/wevolunteernow
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
http://WE.org/gb/weneednumeracy
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
http://WE.org/gb/wewontrest
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
http://WE.org/gb/weriseabove
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Fundraising for WE Villages
Fundraising for our international development model, WE Villages, supports students to build 
global awareness and empathy, as well as key life skills such as money management, team 
work and effective communication. Our fundraising guidance, including our WE Walk For Water 
initiative, includes useful tips, information on WE Villages countries and action planning tools. 
Explore the Fundraising in Action guide for more information.

FUNDRAISING FOR WE VILLAGES

Now speak up. Your voice is a powerful 
tool for social change. Use it to speak 
up or go silent, for all of those whose 
voices go unheard and fundraise for 
WE Villages. 

Fundraising in Action, page 27 
WE.org/gb/wearesilent

Fundraise by selling Rafiki bracelets, 
handmade by artisans in WE Villages 
communities in Kenya, and give back 
with every purchase! 

Fundraising in Action, page 35 
WE.org/gb/wearerafikis

Every day, women and children in 
developing countries walk for miles to 
fetch water. Walk with schools from 
across the UK and North America to 
fundraise for access to clean water.

Fundraising in Action, page 44 
WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater

 ► If our action campaigns or WE Villages fundraisers don’t align with your school’s goals, contact your WE Schools 
Programme Manager or Coordinator, or email ukyouth@WE.org to explore alternative action ideas and additional 
resources. 

http://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://www.we.org/gb/kit
https://www.we.org/gb/kit
http://WE.org/gb/wearesilent
https://www.we.org/gb/kit
http://WE.org/gb/wearerafikis
https://www.we.org/gb/kit
http://WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater
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Awareness-raising
Focus the attention of others on a cause or issue in the 
world. Regardless of the action you take, the objective is to 
increase others’ understanding.

Example
Film night. Hold a screening of a documentary 
that highlights a topic you are passionate about 
and have a discussion afterwards to find out how 
much everyone learned.

Campaigns
• WE Need Numeracy 

• WE Rise Above

• WE Read Together

Advocacy
Rally your government or other institutions to make systemic  
or policy changes to something you see as an injustice in the 
world, your country or your community.

Example
Collect signatures for a petition and send it  
to your local MP or councillor.

Campaigns
• WE Go Green

• WE Won’t Rest

Behavioural Change
Turn bad habits or routines into positive ones. This could be 
anything from cutting down shower time to refusing to use 
plastic bags or bottles.

Example
Take a pledge to reduce your negative impacts on 
the Earth and boost your positive ones, for 
example by packing no-waste lunches, planting a 
community garden or walking to school.

Campaigns
• WE Go Green

• WE Rise Above

Types of Action
There are many ways to get involved and take action on the issues your students care about!  
It all depends on what type of issue they are passionate about. Below are a few examples of 
types of action that will help your students to run successful campaigns.

TYPES OF ACTION

http://WE.org/gb/weneednumeracy
http://WE.org/gb/weriseabove
http://WE.org/gb/wereadtogether
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-go-green/
http://WE.org/gb/wewontrest
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-go-green/
http://WE.org/gb/weriseabove
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Fundraising
Collect donations of money from individuals, businesses or 
charitable foundations. 

Example
Coin collection. Little things add up to big change! 
Ask friends and family to donate their loose change 
for a cause you care about.

Fundraising 
Initiatives 
• WE Walk For Water 

• WE Are Silent

Material Support
Collect donations of materials or items like tinned foods,  
second-hand clothing or books for a charitable cause.

Example
Food collection. Get a team together to collect  
non-perishable items for your local foodbank.

Campaigns
• WE Scare Hunger

• WE Read Together

• WE Won’t Rest

Volunteering
Give your time to a cause you care about or mentor younger 
students to launch a fundraising project. This could mean 
lending a hand in your school or helping out in your local 
community. 

Example
Launch a fundraising club or committee in your 
school and support younger years to organise a 
fundraising project.

Campaigns
• WE Volunteer Now

• WE Won’t Rest

TYPES OF ACTION

Get Support 
Your WE Schools Programme Manager or Coordinator, is available to offer expert advice and to support your school 
to run a successful campaign. Whether you are organising your first action campaign or your fiftieth, they can help 
you to create a plan that is tailored to your school’s students, goals and calendar. 

http://WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-scare-hunger/
http://WE.org/gb/wereadtogether
http://WE.org/gb/wewontrest
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-volunteer-now/
http://WE.org/gb/wewontrest
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Additional Programme Offerings
Our free additional programme offerings help enhance learning and create a successful  
WE Schools experience. As a part of WE Schools, you get all this free stuff!

WE Schools Programme 
Managers and Coordinators
When you sign-up for WE Schools, you will be matched up to a named 
WE Schools Programme Manager or Coordinator to help guide and 
support you throughout the school year. Whether you need guidance on 
creating an action plan with your students, more information on 
campaigns and resources, or help organising a speaker to visit your 
school, our WE Schools Programme Managers and Coordinators, are 
here to help you every step of the way.

Action-Planning Workshops 
Through interactive workshops, our expert speakers and facilitators 
help young people to explore and discover the issues that matter to 
them and develop their ideas for social action. By the end of the 
session, your class will have built an action plan for creating local 
and/or global change. 

Find out more at WE.org/gb/bring-a-speaker.

Motivational Speakers 
Our dynamic motivational speakers, deliver tailored presentations 
that share their personal stories, as well as the story of the WE 
movement and our international development model, WE Villages. 
They are trained professionals who are passionate about experiential 
learning and youth activism. 

Find out more at WE.org/gb/bring-a-speaker.

http://WE.org/gb/bring-a-speaker
http://WE.org/gb/bring-a-speaker
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Youth Summits  
At Youth Summits, young people are brought together to learn about 
social justice issues, leadership and teamwork. Youth Summits are 
held across the UK to help young people understand the issues facing 
their communities and the world and, most importantly, build a plan 
to take action on them. 

Your WE Schools Programme Manager or Coordinator, will be in touch 
if there is an opportunity to attend a Youth Summit in your area.

Awards and Scholarships 
Throughout the year, WE Schools offers awards, scholarships and 
funding opportunities for UK students and groups who demonstrate 
their potential for making an exceptional difference in their 
communities. From our scholarship trip to volunteer in India, to the 
chance to apply for grant-funding to enrich your students’ learning, 
WE Schools gives you access to exclusive opportunities.

Go to the Teacher’s Guide or visit WE.org/awards to learn more.

Videos
Watch and be inspired! We offer a library of videos that you can use  
to help deepen your understanding of local and global issues and get 
inspired for taking action. Direct from the WE Day stage, talented 
speakers also share their wisdom for creating a better world. A 
selection of the topics covered are listed below. 

WE Day Speakers:

• Katie Piper on self-
esteem and body image

• Liv Little on diversity and 
representation 

• Callum Lynch on the care 
system 

• Hayley Mulenda on 
mental health

Global Issues:

• Child labour  

• Education

• Food

• Health

• Poverty  

• Water 

Local Issues:

• Cyberbullying

• Environment

• Food poverty 

• Homelessness

• Illiteracy 

• Poverty

Browse our video library at WE.org/gb/videos.

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
http://www.we.org/gb/awards
https://www.we.org/gb/videos/
https://www.we.org/gb/videos/
https://www.we.org/gb/videos/
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WE DayX
Bring the power of WE Day to your school.  

Kick-off your year of action or celebrate the  
end of one by hosting your own WE Day-style  

event, and unite your school for a better  
world. Learn more at WE.org/wedayx. 

WE Day Webcast
In 17 cities around the world, WE Day brings  

people together for a better world. Watch the  
live webcasts of each WE Day event online  
at WE.org/watchweday. For a list of event  

days, check out WE.org/gb/we-day-events.

WE DAY

WE Day
WE Day is a powerful, life-changing experience with 
world-renowned speakers and performers, mixed with 
real inspirational stories of change. This unparalleled 
celebration of doing good fills stadiums around the globe. 
It’s live-streamed. It will reaffirm your belief that a better 
world is possible.

Join our celebration of doing good!
When we come together to celebrate our actions, we are inspired to learn more about social issues and we begin to  
feel part of a larger community—a community who cares and acts. This is what WE Day is all about. So get together, 
unlock your passion for change and be inspired by others who are stepping up and making a difference in their local and 
global communities. Learn more about WE Day at WE.org/what-is-we-day. 

Can’t make it to WE Day?

Date For Your Diary
WE Day UK: 6 March 2019 

The SSE Arena, Wembley, London

http://WE.org/wedayx
http://WE.org/watchweday
http://WE.org/gb/we-day-events
http://WE.org/what-is-we-day
https://www.we.org/gb/we-day/we-day-events/we-day-uk/


15

GUIDE TO WE SCHOOLSEARN YOUR WAY TO WE DAY

Earn Your Way
You can’t buy a ticket to WE Day, you earn your way by taking one local and one global action. 
This means every WE Day is filled with thousands of young people who are changing the world 
for the better!

How to Earn Your Way 
WE Day UK is coming to The SSE Arena, Wembley, on the 6 March 2019. Follow the steps below to make sure you’re 
there!

1. Sign-up for the WE Schools programme between 
September and December 2018, and apply for your WE 
Day experience. Tickets are allocated on a first-come-
first-served basis, so sign-up as early as possible! 

2. Complete your Year-long Action Plan* and let us 
know how you plan to create change this year. 

3. With your WE Schools group, commit to taking one 
local action for a cause close to home and one global 
action in support of our international development 
model, WE Villages. 

4. Report back by completing your Year in Review* and 
let us know how you made an impact!

*Please note that to be eligible for tickets, you are required to complete your Year-long Action Plan and Year in Review surveys. These two reports provide us 
with essential data and enable us to tailor our support to your needs. For more information, refer to page 5 of this guide.

Ticket Allocation 
Schools who have registered to attend WE Day UK will receive ticketing information between January and February. 
Successful schools will be allocated approximately 14 tickets for students and staff, and will receive further event 
information in the confirmation email. Schools who are not allocated tickets at this stage will be placed onto our waiting 
list.

Whilst we do our best to accommodate as many schools and groups as possible, due to high demand for tickets, there is 
no guarantee. Groups who complete the four steps above and who are in regular contact with their WE Schools team 
member are more likely to be allocated tickets. 

Fundraise Your Way to WE Day 
We understand that coming to WE Day UK can be costly, and may seem out of reach to schools 
outside of London. Many schools fundraise to cover the costs of accommodation and travel, organising 
events such as jumble sales and sponsored walks or contacting local businesses for sponsorship. We 
want WE Day to be accessible to as many young people as possible, and your WE Schools Programme 
Manager or Coordinator, is on-hand to offer support for getting your school to WE Day. Contact your 
Programme Manager or Coordinator, or email ukyouth@WE.org to explore your options.

Learn more about WE Day and how to earn your way at WE.org/gb/we-day.

https://www.we.org/gb/we-day/what-is-we-day/
https://forms.we.org/weschools2018/application?cmd=&lang=&uk=1
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/
http://WE.org/gb/we-day
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WE Day App
This is the app that helps your students to do good. When you download the free WE Day app, 
you gain access to a whole world of doing good! Young people across the UK and North 
America are using the WE Day app to get tips on taking action, read inspirational stories and 
use as a tool for tracking impacts and logging volunteer hours.

Use the WE Day app to empower yourself and others to change the world, and see the 
difference you can make. Download the app today and connect with young people who are 
doing great things.

The WE Day app can be downloaded on iOS and Android. If you don’t have a smartphone, 
you can use the web version. To create an account, you’ll just need an email, or you can 
sign in using Facebook or Twitter. To learn more, go to WE.org/gb/wedayapp.

AN INITIATIVE OF

http://www.we.org/gb/wedayapp
http://WE.org/gb/wedayapp
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Start making a difference with the 
WE Day app.

WE DAY APP

Earn your way to WE Day!
Students can also use the app to earn their  
way to WE Day by logging their hours of social 
action. Every volunteer hour logged gives them  
a ballot entry to win a ticket to WE Day and  
a once-in-a-lifetime experience!

Take a challenge.
Users can set challenges for one 
another, each contributing to a better 
world, e.g. cleaning up their local park 
or acting as a human rights 
ambassador in their school. 

Get exclusive content.
Don’t have a WE Day nearby? Log  
in to the app for exclusive WE Day 
content! Access interviews with  
WE Day speakers and performers, 
behind-the-scenes footage and  
sneak peeks of event days! 

Remember! App users must be aged 13 and over. If your 
students are younger, create a class or group account 
and start making an impact together.
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Thank you  
to our partners.
Thank you for making our WE Schools programme 
possible in the UK.
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