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Get ready to get doing.
WE Schools is a unique, experiential social action programme that challenges young people 
to identify the local and global issues that spark their passion and empowers them with the 
tools they need to take action.

Welcome to  
WE Schools

Steps of WE Schools

1. Investigate  
and Learn 
Explore local and global 
issues then set your goal.

2. Action Plan 
Develop an action plan  
for your initiative.

3. Take Action 
Implement your plan and 
reflect on your impact.

4. Report  
and Celebrate 
Present the results of  
your project.

Record and Reflect
Take time to record and reflect on your progress and impact during each of the four steps of  
WE Schools. After completing each campaign, contact your WE Schools Programme Manager  
to share your impact.
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How to Run WE Schools
Sign up for WE Schools.
Now that you’ve signed up for WE Schools, your group has a designated WE code, 
your own WE Schools Programme Manager, access to all of our educational 
resources, videos and professional development sessions, as well as WE events, 
awards and grants.

Plan your year of actions.
Our ready-made campaigns are designed to help groups learn more about their 
chosen issue, set goals and create action plans for impact. Explore them in the 
Local Social Action Guide and sign up for campaigns by visiting WE.org/gb/
weschools/campaigns. Our fundraising initiatives are designed to help you plan a 
schoolwide fundraiser and take action on global issues. Learn more in the Global 
Social Action Guide and choose one that your school will participate in.

Engage in professional development sessions.
Our professional development sessions explore how WE Schools resources align 
with curricular expectations and your school’s goals, as well as teachers’ own 
interests and priorities. This academic year we are excited to launch our new and 
exclusive WE Schools CPD modules, giving you the tools and knowledge to create 
meaningful social action in your school. Find out more at WE.org/gb/
professional-development.

Access additional resources.
Our free additional programme offerings, including youth summits, motivational 
speakers, a library of videos and action-planning workshops, help enhance 
learning and create a successful WE Schools experience. Learn more on page 10.

http://we.org/gb/kit
http://WE.org/gb/weschools/campaigns
http://WE.org/gb/weschools/campaigns
http://we.org/gb/kit
http://we.org/gb/kit
http://WE.org/gb/professional-development
http://WE.org/gb/professional-development
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Programme Benefits
2017–2018 UK Year in Review Report

88% of teachers reported that their students demonstrated increased 
leadership among their peers.

86% of teachers reported that their students feel a greater connection to their 
local community. 

91% of teachers reported that their students are now more capable of 
effectively voicing their own opinion.

88% of teachers said that their students are more likely to stand up for others 
who are treated unfairly because of their gender, race, religion, ability or 
sexual orientation.

Measuring Our Impact
2017–2018 School Year

£1,535,578
Raised for 
local and 

global causes 
by UK students

864,082
Volunteer  

hours logged 
by UK 

students

16,000
Schools across 

the UK and 
North America

117,649
Kilos of food 
collected for  
foodbanks by 
UK students

£22,827,660
Annual social 
value created 

globally
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Help champion everyone’s right to feel 
good by sharing positive affirmations 
in your school and community to build 
a network of people who truly care 
about changing lives every day.  
In partnership with Boots.

WE.org/gb/wefeelgood

Numeracy skills help us to succeed in 
every aspect of daily life. Raise 
awareness of the importance of 
numeracy and challenge attitudes to 
numbers. In partnership with KPMG.

WE.org/gb/weneednumeracy

Be an advocate for literacy by 
organising a book collection or 
becoming a reading mentor. By 
increasing access to books, you have 
the power to inspire young leaders to 
become lifelong learners.

WE.org/gb/wereadtogether

Everyone deserves a place to call 
home. Share facts about homelessness 
to challenge the damaging stereotypes 
that surround homeless people.

WE.org/gb/wewontrest

Rally your peers to take action on an 
issue in your community. Inspire 
others to volunteer and create a ripple 
effect of volunteerism. 

WE.org/gb/wevolunteernow

Become an advocate for online  
safety by coming together to raise 
awareness about the damaging 
effects of cyberbullying. 

WE.org/gb/weriseabove

Campaigns and Fundraising 
Initiatives
These local and global campaigns help your students take action on the issues they care 
about in their own community and the issues affecting people around the world.

CAMPAIGNS AND FUNDRAISING INITIATIVES

Commit to a sustainability pledge in 
your school or community and watch 
how everyday actions can turn into 
sustainable impact. 

WE.org/gb/wegogreen

Become a champion for the outdoors 
and share the benefits of being outside 
with your friends and community. 
Transform outdoor experiences in your 
school by taking your learning outside, 
and discover real play, every day.  
In partnership with Persil.

WE.org/gb/wethriveoutdoors

Come together to collect food to help 
scare away hunger. Hold a food 
collection to donate to your local 
foodbank and raise awareness of the 
root causes of hunger.

WE.org/gb/wescarehunger

feel
good

read
together

won’t
rest

go 
green

rise
above

volunteer 
now

need
numeracy

thrive
outdoors

scare
hunger

Your voice is a powerful tool for social change. Speak 
up, go silent and fundraise to amplify the voices  
of those who go unheard around the world.

WE.org/gb/wearesilent

are
silent

Clean water isn’t a luxury, it’s a basic human right that not 
everyone has. Join schools across the UK and North 
America as they fundraise and walk to improve global 
access to clean water.

WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater

NEW

NEW

http://WE.org/gb/wefeelgood
http://WE.org/gb/weneednumeracy
http://WE.org/gb/wereadtogether
http://WE.org/gb/wewontrest
http://WE.org/gb/wevolunteernow
http://WE.org/gb/weriseabove
http://WE.org/gb/wegogreen
http://WE.org/gb/wethriveoutdoors
http://WE.org/gb/wescarehunger
http://WE.org/gb/wearesilent
http://WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater
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Skills Spotlight
We want WE Schools groups to succeed, which is why WE is focusing on these skills  
to help enhance student performance.

Argument Formation
Developing a strong argument and reasoning to support their chosen issue is key to students 
running a successful social action campaign. Argument formation encourages students to 
think of new ways to get their points across in a persuasive and well thought out manner.

Information Literacy
From researching an issue online to promoting a social media campaign, the WE Schools 
programme promotes the safe use of technology, enabling students to expand their 
information literacy skills.

Leadership
Students develop their leadership and teamwork skills by working together and exploring the 
variety of leadership skills needed to bring their projects to life.

Organisation
Through the WE Schools programme, students are challenged to assign roles, organise events, 
and hold group meetings, encouraging them to develop their organisation and planning skills.

Action Planning
Action planning helps students focus their goals, then decide what they need to accomplish 
these goals and the steps they need to take to get there.

Research and Writing
Through research and writing, the WE Schools programme supports students looking to take 
the next step and make a positive impact in their communities.

Critical Thinking
Students can use critical thinking skills, such as insightful reading, evaluating information, 
analysing data and comparing solutions to create social impact.

Reflection
Taking time at the end of their social action projects to reflect, review, and celebrate, is a key 
part of the WE Schools programme. Students will learn how to successfully self evaluate and 
put plans in place to improve.
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Awareness-raising
Focus the attention of others on a cause in the community or 
in the world. Regardless of the action you take, the objective 
is to increase others’ understanding of broader issues.

Example
Hold a screening of a documentary that highlights a 
topic you are passionate about and have a discussion 
afterwards to find out how much everyone learned.

Campaigns

Advocacy
Educate others about topics that affect the public. These 
include projects that aim to create awareness and inspire 
action on issues that impact your community or the world.

Example
Collect signatures for a petition and send it  
to your local MP or councillor.

Campaigns

TYPES OF ACTION

Behavioural Change
Directly impact individuals by helping to turn their bad 
habits or routines into positive ones, like educating others 
about an important issue.

Example
Take a sustainability pledge to pack no-waste 
lunches, plant a garden or walk to school.

Campaigns

Types of Action
By bringing meaningful social action into the classroom through our campaigns, students 
deepen their understanding of local and global issues. They can engage in actions that help 
to make a difference and build on their experiences. Here are a few examples:

need
numeracy

go 
green

rise
above

read
together

thrive
outdoors

feel
good

go 
green
won’t
rest

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-need-numeracy/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-go-green/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-rise-above/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-read-together/
http://WE.org/gb/wethriveoutdoors
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-feel-good/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-go-green/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-wont-rest/
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There are many other ways for students to get involved. Depending  
on what type of issue you are passionate about, mind-map other types  
of actions that will best support you during your campaigns.

Volunteering
Make a meaningful, direct impact in the lives of others by 
giving your time to a cause you care about. This could mean 
staying within your community and helping out locally or 
crossing the ocean to help a community in another country.

Example
Launch a fundraising club or committee in your 
school and support younger students to organise a 
fundraising project.

Campaigns

TYPES OF ACTION

Fundraising
Collect donations of money from individuals and 
businesses for a project that will benefit others. 

Example
Coin collection. Ask friends and family to donate 
their loose change for a cause you care about.

Initiatives

Material Support
Collect donations of materials or items like tinned food, 
second-hand clothing or books for a charitable cause. 

Example
Food collection. Get a team together to collect 
non-perishable items for your local foodbank. 

Campaigns
scare
hunger

volunteer 
now

won’t
rest

are
silent

won’t
rest

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-scare-hunger/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-volunteer-now/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-wont-rest/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-wont-rest/
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Digital Programming
From exploring social issues to action planning, these 
ready-made Microsoft PowerPoint modules come with 
step-by-step instructions, so you can easily lead our WE 
Schools programming in your class. Taking part in these 
modules enables your students to build their confidence, 
explore their own leadership and teamwork skills, and have 
discussions with their peers about which social issues they 
are passionate about! 

Download the modules at WE.org/gb/digital-programming. 

CORE PROGRAMME OFFERINGS

Core Programme Offerings
Our free programme offerings help enhance learning and create a successful  
WE Schools experience. As a part of WE Schools, you get all this free stuff!

Programme Manager
Our Programme Managers will support WE Schools groups 
through one-on-one support and engage a community of 
teachers through digital information sessions and other forms 
of communication.

Videos
Watch and be inspired! We offer a library of videos that you 
can use to help deepen your understanding of local and global 
issues and feel empowered and motivated to take action. 

Find them at WE.org/gb/videos. 

http://WE.org/gb/digital-programming
http://WE.org/gb/videos
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WE Mail 
Sign up to our mailing list to receive WE Mail, a topical 
newletter with an issue resource delivered straight to your 
inbox. From topics hitting the headlines to national awareness 
days, each issue features an exclusive resource to help you 
kick-start fresh conversations in your classroom.

Facilitated Programming
Wherever your school is located, WE Schools has a 
programming option for you. From face-to-face workshops, 
multi-school youth summits, and digital action planning 
sessions, our team of trained professionals are passionate 
about supporting and engaging your students in social action.

Speak to your WE Schools Programme Manager to find out 
what programming is available in your area.

Additional Programme 
Offerings

Awards and Scholarships
Throughout the year, WE Schools offers a variety of awards, 
scholarships and grants for your class and individual students 
who have made an exceptional difference in their 
communities. Talk to your WE Schools Programme Manager 
for opportunities in your area.

Find out more at WE.org/gb/awards.

Take what you need, 

give what you can

Raise self-esteem in your school by setting up a tear-off poster display! Encourage anyone who needs 

a confidence boost to “take what you need” and those who can share the power of positivity to “give 

what you can!”

Give what 
you can
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you need 

The past four years have been the warmest ever recorded.

The Earth is undergoing the sixth mass extinction in its history—up to 58,000 species are believed to be lost each year.

Globally, 157 million more people experienced heatwave events in 2017 than in 2000, generating a large health burden and a loss of 153 billion hours of work.

More than 75 per cent of the Earth’s land is substantially degraded. 95 per cent of the Earth’s land areas could become degraded by 2050.

Ocean acidification is occurring faster than at any time in the last 300 million years.

In the UK, per capita CO2 emissions of the wealthiest 10 per cent are up to five times higher than those of the bottom half.

Global plastics production has 
increased from two megatonnes 

in 1950 to 407 megatonnes in 2017.

A Planet in CrisisThe climate crisis affects us all and though the statistics are shocking, spreading awareness is 

a crucial part of taking action. Use the project ideas and statistics to share messages about the 

climate crisis with your school and wider community.

The UK is described as one of the “most nature-depleted countries in the world.”

http://WE.org/gb/awards
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WE Day Webcast
Can’t make it to WE Day? Watch the live webcasts of each WE Day event online. For a list of event dates, go to 
WE.org/we-day-events.

WE DAY

WE DayX
Kick-off your year of action or celebrate the end of one 
with your own WE Day-style assembly, and unite your 
school for a better world. With WE DayX, any group  
can host their own event in the true spirit of celebrating 
and inspiring local change-makers. Learn more at 
WE.org/gb/wedayx.

WE Day
Celebrate next-level doing good with WE Day! It’s a powerful, life-changing experience that 
brings together school groups across the UK who have a passion for making a difference. 
With world-renowned speakers and performers, mixed with real inspirational stories of 
change, this unparalleled celebration fills stadiums around the world. One of the core steps 
of WE Schools is celebrating the steps taken and what has been achieved through the 
programme. And what better way to celebrate than with the ultimate do-good event? That’s 
why you can’t buy a ticket to WE Day, you earn it by taking action on one local and one 
global cause. So share your passion for change and join the do-good fun!

http://WE.org/we-day-events
https://www.we.org/gb/wedayx/
https://www.we.org/gb/wedayx/
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Professional Development

Digital Information Sessions
Through interactive information sessions, teachers are introduced to 
the power of social action. Step-by-step, our expert team will guide 
you through a specific topic or theme, helping you to bring social 
action into your classroom. During each information session, we 
equip you with relevant tools and resources, highlight examples of 
best practice and offer advice on how to move your projects forward 
with confidence.

Learn more and view upcoming information sessions at  
WE.org/gb/professional-development.

WE Schools Teachers’ Forum
The WE Schools Teachers’ Forum, gives teachers the opportunity to 
shape the WE Schools programme. Through collaborative 
discussions and workshops with educationalists from across the 
sector, the forum seeks to critically reflect on and evaluate the WE 
Schools programme ensuring, it remains relevant to the ever-
changing landscape of education.

Speak to your WE Schools Programme Manager to learn more.

WE Schools CPD
WE Schools is excited to introduce our new CPD modules, designed 
by teachers for teachers. An online and interactive course, WE 
Schools CPD walks you through the six principles that underpin 
high quality, meaningful social action. Take part for free to learn 
more about integrating important social issues into school life or 
sign up for our paid course to gain a Level 5 Award in Social Action 
Leadership for Schools, awarded by SLQ.

Find out more at WE.org/gb/cpd.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

NEW

http://WE.org/gb/professional-development
http://WE.org/gb/cpd
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Thank you to our partners  
for making our WE Schools 
programme possible in the UK.

THANK YOU


