
 

WE Charity announces expansion to Ethiopia 
Ethiopia to be ninth country for WE Villages sustainable development work 

 
Toronto, ON (July 21, 2017) - Changing the world by breaking the cycle of poverty, WE 
Charity is proud to announce the addition of Ethiopia as the ninth country where the WE 
Villages’ model of sustainable development will be implemented. With over two decades 
of proven impact overseas, WE Charity is partnering with imagine1day, an education-
focused development organization that has been creating change in Ethiopia since 
2008. The two organizations are joining forces to create a bright future, continuing to 
build on imagine1day’s work in Ethiopia and WE Charity’s sustainable impact in East 
Africa and the Horn of Africa.  
 
imagine1day is a global movement of people making passionate contributions to ensure 
every child in Ethiopia receives a quality education. Through the partnership with WE 
Charity, work in Ethiopia will expand beyond education through WE Villages’ 
international development model. WE Villages is a proven, scalable program built on five 
Pillars of Impact that empowers communities to support themselves. When combined, 
the five pillars address the primary causes of poverty and provide permanent, 
sustainable solutions driven by communities to help lift themselves out of poverty. WE 
Villages’ Pillars of Impact include:  
 

 Education: Giving a child an education is the best way to set them up for 
success and break the cycle of poverty.  

 Water: Access to clean water frees girls from the daily task of collecting water for 
their families, and prevents waterborne illnesses that make children sick and 
unable to go to school. WE Villages works with communities to provide 
sustainable clean-water solutions, like wells and hand pumps. 

 Health: Families also need access to health care, and programs that teach 
disease prevention and healthy living. WE Villages partners with communities on 
health initiatives like clinics and vaccination programs.  

 Food: Providing programs that promote food security and improved agriculture, 
like school gardens and irrigation projects, ensures communities have better 
access to healthy food and food to sell.  

 Opportunity: Teaching parents skills, such as animal husbandry, helps them 
generate an income and accrue savings to help them invest in their children’s 
education. 

 
Since 2008, imagine1day has been working toward their goal of creating a future where 
all children in Ethiopia have access to education. Through shared values, ideas and 
goals, alongside WE’s 15 years of expertise working in an East African context and 
remote semi-arid regions, such as Kenya and Tanzania, the two organizations will 
continue to partner with rural Ethiopian communities to address barriers to education. 
Building off the success of imagine1day’s work and their strong team on the ground, WE 
will introduce its WE Villages five-pillar model in Ethiopia, while maintaining a strong 
focus on education, to deliver greater outcomes in Ethiopia. 
 
 
 



 

 
WE Villages Impacts 
 

 Education: 1,000 schoolrooms built, providing 200,000 students with quality 
education  

 Water: One million+ people with improved access to clean water, health care 
and sanitation 

 Health: Twenty-five million+ in medical supplies donated 

 Food: Fifteen million+ healthy meals enabled  

 Opportunity: 30,000 women have gained financial self-sufficiency  
 
For more information please visit www.we.org/ethiopia  
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For more information, please contact: 
 
Katryna Szagala 
647-298-7344 
katryna.szagala@we.org 
 
About WE 
WE is an organization that brings people together and gives them the tools to change 
the world. A unique family of organizations, WE is made up of WE Charity, empowering 
change with resources that create sustainable impact, and ME to WE, a social enterprise 
that creates socially conscious products and experiences that allow people to do good 
through their everyday choices. The celebration of that change happens at WE Day— 
inspiring stadium-sized, life-changing events that take place around the world. A global 
movement 2.4 million young-people strong, youth involved with WE have raised $79 
million for more than 6,500 local and global organizations, volunteered 27.6 million hours 
for local and global causes and collected over 9.8 million pounds of food through 
service-learning programs and campaigns. WE was founded more than 20 years ago by 
humanitarians, activists and social entrepreneurs, brothers Craig and Marc Kielburger. 
Join the WE movement today at www.we.org. 
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