
Local ► Literacy

AN INITIATIVE OFElementary, Middle, High School, Community Groups

SKILLS: LEADERSHIP SKILLS CRITICAL THINKING REFLECTION

CURRICULUM: Knowledge Is Power 

IMPACT: Local

Be an advocate for literacy by organizing 
a book drive or reading with a buddy.
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A special thank you to KPMG for supporting the next 
generation of young leaders through reading.
KPMG is passionate about empowering youth with the reading skills they need to be successful. In 2008, 
they established KPMG’s Family for Literacy program to combat childhood illiteracy. By providing access 
to books and promoting role models to influence youth’s perception of reading, KPMG and WE are helping 
to create lifelong learners through reading because “Readers become Leaders.”

The largest barrier to children’s literacy in low-
income communities is a lack of books. Without 
access to books, children don’t build critical 
reading skills and are less likely to reach their 
academic potential. This jeopardizes their future 
success. Help the next generation of young 
leaders become empowered through reading by 
organizing a book drive or reading with a younger 
child in your community.

Children from middle-income 
homes have on average 13 books 
per child. There is only one book 
for every 300 children in low-
income neighborhoods. 

Fact: 

IMPACT
Literacy Advocate + Reading Mentor
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Ways to Take Action

Be a literacy advocate and increase kids’  
access to books by organizing a book drive.

At Home:
• As a family, donate used books to your local community center or library.

At School:
• Become a reading buddy to a younger child in your community

to help encourage strong reading skills.

• Join or start a book club to promote the importance of reading
and share the books that have inspired you.

As a Community:
• Find a book-exchange kiosk in your community where you can take a

book and leave a book, or start your own to get more people reading.
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WE Day App Challenge!
With access to books, you have the power to change 
the world and influence future generations of 
young leaders! Challenge yourself to read for an 
hour each day. Track your progress and share the 
books that have inspired you on the WE Day app! 
#WEreadTogether

Check out other resources for this 
campaign on your USB!

Grade Level Subject Connection Skill Developed Learning Goals

Elementary/
Middle

English Language Arts

Social Studies

Action planning 

Research and 
writing 

Argument formation  

Organization 

Reflection 

Information literacy 

Critical thinking 

Leadership skills

Students will:

• Understand issues that affect
literacy rates across diverse
populations.

• Assess collections of texts for cultural
relevancy, age-appropriateness and
subject matter.

High School
English Language Arts

Social Studies

Students will:

• Synthesize information about
genres and types of books specific
to their personal interests to make
an informed decision about their
next book selection.

• Create a plan to increase the
access to quality texts that are
culturally relevant, current and
representative of students.

Learning Outcomes

A classroom resource for understanding the issues and barriers to literacy.

Curriculum Name: Knowledge Is Power

 Investigate and learn with the Illiteracy Issue Card

 Assign Club Cards to all members 

 Action plan with your Local Yearbook 

 Put up campaign posters

 Print out and distribute the WE Read Together cards 

 Share on social media with #WEreadTogether

 Complete your Campaign Impact Survey 

 Plan your WE DayX

Checklist
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Be an advocate for literacy by organizing
a book drive or reading with a buddy.
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#WEreadTogether

Learn more about the issues at WE.org/exploringissues
Learn how to take action at WE.org/wereadtogether

read.
cannot

Student Local Yearbook: WE Read Together
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19% of high
school

graduates
in the U.S. 



Step 1: Inves tigate and Learn
Ready, set, READ!
Before you start reading, take some time  
to learn about the importance of literacy. 

Next, go through the Exploring Issues activity with your group 
to find out more about how literacy impacts your life. 

Crime and literacy 
are linked. Over 
70% of inmates in 
prison cannot read 
above 4th grade 
level.

The rate of low 
literacy in this 
country costs 
the healthcare 
industry over $70 
million every year.

1 2
Discuss with your group what 
country you think these stats  
are referring to. 

Write your guess here:

Write down anything that surprises or inspires you to take action. 

• Reading is declining as an activity among teenagers.

• Voluntary readers are better readers and writers
than non-readers.

•  Frequent readers score better on writing tests than
non-readers or infrequent readers.

Did you know...

Answer: U.S.
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To promote literacy in your school, consider organizing 
a book club for students to come together to share their 
favorite books. 

When you come together for peer reading, you have the 
opportunity to share the books that have inspired you 
with others in your group. 

Learn more about what genres of books other people 
in your group enjoy. 

Write your goal below for how many books 
your group hopes to read this school year.

When and where will your book club meet?

Take a tally using the chart below! 

Fiction Non-fiction Fantasy Mystery Other

Group Member Book Goal

Try stepping out of your 
comfort zone and read at least 

one or two different genres 
that you’re not used to!

Set Your Goal

Student Local Yearbook: WE Read Together
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Ready to take your reading initiatives one step further? Plan a book drive at 
your school and have students donate books to share their passion for reading. 

Use the space below to assign tasks to group members.

How will you promote the book drive?

► E.g., school announcements
► E.g., social media posts
► E.g., posters around the school

WE Schools Group Member Reading Mentor

 ►

 ►

 ►  ►

 ►  ►

When will you hold your book drive?

Step 2: Action Plan
Pair up with a reading mentor—someone who shares similar book 
interests as you—and record the names of partners below. 
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Create a list of inspirational books that have impacted each of you. Share your list 
with others to spread the power of reading around your school and community!

Write a few of the books from your list below. 

Reflect
How was the turnout for your book drive? Do you think you inspired 
more people to read? How will your actions impact future generations 
of young leaders? 

Reflect on your campaign by drawing or 
writing some of the highlights and/or 
challenges.
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Step 3: Take Action
Through your peer reading, book club and/or book drive, 
you are helping empower yourself and others!

Student Local Yearbook: WE Read Together
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Step 4: Report and Celebrate

Celebrate!

Report

Share your success with WE Read Together 
by posting photos to social media using 

#WEreadTogether.

Celebrate!
It’s important to celebrate and share the success and 
impact of your campaign, and to reward yourselves for 
all your hard work.

►  Share photos of your actions
with your school, community
and WE Schools Partnership
Manager.

►  Record the highlights of your
event day and create a video.

►  Celebrate impacts through
a class party, assembly or
WE DayX.

►  How many people participated in your WE Read Together
campaign?

►  If you hosted a book drive, how many books were swapped or
purchased?

►  What impact did your inspirational book list have?

►  Has your teacher contacted your WE Schools Partnership
Manager about filling out an Impact Survey?    Yes  /   No 
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