
Elementary, Middle, High School, Community Groups

SKILLS: REFLECTION ARGUMENT FORMATION ACTION PLANNING

CURRICULUM: Act Today for a Bright Future

IMPACT: Local

Gather your friends and start a school garden.

Local ► Sustainable Living

AN INITIATIVE OF

Sustainability + Purpose
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A special thank you to Unilever for leading the charge 
on environmental sustainability.

Let’s commit to living sustainably—together. Change can 
begin with one very simple act. Discover your purpose in 
creating a sustainable Earth and plant the seeds for change.   
Commit to a sustainability challenge, like starting a garden 
in your school or community, and watch how everyday 
actions can turn into extraordinary ones. 

The current world population 
is 7.5 billion. It is projected  
to reach 9.7 billion by 2050. 

CHANGE

FACT

Sustainability + Purpose

Unilever is passionate about building a sustainable future by encouraging you to adopt a more 
environmentally sustainable lifestyle. As a sponsor of WE Day and a supporter of WE Schools, Unilever 
is inspiring youth across Canada and the United States to create positive change on a global scale.
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Ways to Take Action

Campaign in Action:
See the Impact!
Students at Kipp Ascend Elementary Charter School 
are realizing just how much of an impact they can make 
when they take small steps to change their daily habits 
for a more sustainable environment. During their  
WE Take Charge campaign, students pledged to collect 
at least five pieces of garbage each day. It resulted in 
the collection of more than 4,000 pieces of garbage over 
the course of a week! And their actions didn’t end there, 
read more of their story at WE.org/wetakecharge.

Gather your peers and create  
a sustainable garden for your school. 

At Home:
• Commit to a car-free day to reduce carbon emissions in the

environment. Encourage your family to bike to work and school,
or take public transit as an alternative.

At School:
• Challenge your peers to commit to a personal sustainability pledge,

like packing five no-waste lunches or reducing showers
from 10 to five minutes.

• Replace plastic water bottles with reusable bottles, recycle paper
and pick up trash on school grounds.

As a Community:
• Organize a garbage pick-up walk in your neighborhood.

Have everyone meet at the local park or beach to help clean
up your community.
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WE Day App Challenge!
We only get one green Earth—let’s 
commit to keeping it that way! Join us as 
#WEtakeCharge and go green. We want you 
to try biking, walking, rollerblading or even 
dog sledding to school. Challenge your 
classmates to join you and compare your  
daily initiatives on the WE Day app!

Grade Level Subject Connection Skill Developed Learning Goals

Elementary/
Middle

English Language Arts

Social Studies

Health and Physical 
Education

Action planning 

Research and 
writing 

Argument formation  

Organization 

Reflection 

Information literacy 

Critical thinking 

Leadership skills

Students will:

• Learn the theory of sustainability.

• Create a multimedia project on a
self-selected topic of sustainability
based on independent research.

High School

English Language Arts

Social Studies

Health and Physical 
Education

Science

Students will:

• Understand the topic of
sustainability by examining
it from a new perspective.

• Create a multimedia project on a
self-selected topic of sustainability
based on independent research.

Learning Outcomes

A classroom resource for teaching sustainable living.

Curriculum Name: Act Today for a Bright Future

 Investigate and learn with the Environment Issue Card

 Assign Club Cards to your peers

 Action plan with your Local Yearbook

 Put up campaign posters

 Use your pledge tracker to stay on top of pledges

 Share on social media with #WEtakeCharge

 Watch and share the WE Take Charge campaign video

 Complete your Campaign Impact Survey

 Plan your WE DayX

Checklist

Check out other resources for this 
campaign on your USB!
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Gather your friends and start a school garden.
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#WEtakeCharge

Learn more about the issues at WE.org/exploringissues
Learn how to take action at WE.org/wetakecharge

Student Local Yearbook: WE Take Charge
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Use the Exploring Issues 
activity to help you learn 

more about local 
environmental issues! 

Use the mapping activity as a guide, and perform  
the walk inside your school. Do you notice any 
obvious improvements you can make to your school? 
Be sure to look for signs of issues that have negative 
or positive impacts (e.g., lack of recycling bins, 
overuse of electricity).

Step 1: Inves tigate and Learn
Start a classroom discussion about sustainability in your school. 
Use the space below to record the initiatives you are already  
doing  at school to live more sustainably.  

 ►

 ►

 ►

 ►

Issue #1

Issue #3

Issue #2

Issue #4

Now that you have 
brainstormed  

ways that you have 
been living sustainably,  

ask your teacher 
to run the Community 

Mapping activity.

►  

►  

►  

►  

►  

►  
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Using your findings, discuss the different pledges you could 
take to make a positive impact on each issue. For example,  
if one issue was the overuse of plastic water bottles, pledge 
to host a recycling campaign. 

Now that you have made a list of sustainable improvements  
you can make to your school, decide on one or two that 
your group will take action on!

Pledge #1

Pledge #3

Pledge #2

Pledge #4

We pledge to

What is your goal for this action? 
(E.g., how many plastic water bottles 
will you switch to reusable bottles?) 

Set Your Goal

Student Local Yearbook: WE Take Charge
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Step 2: Action Plan
It’s time to plan the actions that you will take  
for your sustainability pledge! 
Set actionable goals for each group member by using the Club Cards 
included in your WE Schools Kit, and decide who will be responsible  
for each task involved in your action! 

For example, one group member can set up campaign posters while 
another can track and update progress on the WE Day app. 

Next, try to encourage the rest of your school, 
community and family members to get involved  
to create an even bigger impact. 

Using the categories listed below, check off ways you will reach out  
to your community and challenge others to take a pledge to continue 
to raise awareness on sustainable living.  

Social Media Campaign Posters School Newsletter Choose Your Own

CLUB CARD

Member

WE Schools Kit 2017-2018
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Step 3: Take Action

Reflect
Using your research and findings, tell us what  
sustainability means to you. Why is it important that  
your school and community get involved in a campaign 
focused on sustainability? 

What are a few ways that your group can continue taking action 
throughout the school year?

Tape or glue a photo here  of your group taking action!

Student Local Yearbook: WE Take Charge
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Step 4: Report and Celebrate

Celebrate!

Report

Share your success with WE Take Charge 
by posting photos to social media using 

#WEtakeCharge.

Celebrate!
It’s important to celebrate and share the success and  
impact of your campaign, and to reward yourselves for 
all your hard work.

►  Share photos of your actions
with your school, community
and WE Schools Partnership
Manager.

►  Record the highlights of your
event day and create a video.

►  Celebrate impacts through
a class party, assembly or
WE DayX.

►  Did you run into any challenges with your goal?

►  How many people participated in the campaign?

►  How many people did you reach through the campaign?

►  How many pledges of sustainability did your group take?

►  How long did you run your WE Take Charge campaign?

►  Has your teacher contacted your WE Schools Partnership
Manager about filling out an Impact Survey?    Yes  /   No 
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