
Skills:  Argument FormationCritical Thinking Reflection

Theme: Advocating for Children’s Rights

Impact: Global

Go silent and support human rights. 

Global ► Advocacy
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Child labour, child soldiers and poor access to education 
are just some of the issues that are silencing the voices 
of young people across the globe. Go silent for a day in 
solidarity with young people whose voices go unheard 
and whose rights are not upheld.

When you go silent, you are raising awareness by joining 
with every person who needs to be heard around the 
world. By raising funds through WE Villages, you make  
a tangible impact for people who need it most. 

An estimated 150 million 
children around the world are 
involved in child labour.

Impact
Advocacy + Silence

Fact: 
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Ways to Take Action

Campaign in Action:
See the Impact!
An eerie silence overcame Rokesly Junior School in the London 
Borough of Haringey. In every classroom, the normal buzz of the 
school day subsided, to make way for an hour of inspirational 
awareness-raising. Brought together by their passion for global 
water issues, pupils and staff turned their chatter into creativity, 
using collage, water colours and textiles to reflect on the right to 
clean water. Read their full story at WE.org/wearesilent. 

Show your solidarity with those who go 
unheard by taking a vow of silence.

At Home:
• Share stories about children who are voiceless and plan an action 

with your family to advocate for them.

At School:
• Organise a silence relay. Schedule different year groups to go silent 

for different times throughout the day.

• Spread awareness with a display board raid! Stay after school to 
write facts about children’s rights on the boards in every classroom 
the day before your campaign.

As a Community:
• Organise a silent march in your local area and have community 

members come together to fundraise and raise awareness for those 
who go unheard. 
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 Investigate and learn with the Global Issue Cards.

 Assign Club Cards to all members.

 Action plan with your Global Yearbook.

 Put up campaign posters.

 Watch and share the WE Are Silent campaign video.

 Print out and distribute the WE Are Silent Cards.

 Share on social media with #WEareSilent.

 Complete your Campaign Impact Survey.

 Plan your WE DayX.

Checklist:

Combine your water walk 
with a silent march to raise 
awareness of global water 
scarcity and how it affects 
human rights.

Create a silent film to raise 
awareness of homelessness  
in your community.

Explore a day in the life of a 
Kenyan mama to learn more 
about women’s rights.

Use your voice to stand up 
for those who don’t have 
one by raising awareness 
of cyberbullying.

Won’tWERest
AreWERafikis

RiseWEAbove
Walk ForWEWater

AreWESilent

Connect With Other Campaigns:

Check out other resources for this 
campaign on your USB!
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WE Day App Challenge!
Imagine a world where your voice didn’t matter. This 
is the reality for millions of children in developing 
countries who are forced into child labour. Want 
to make a difference? Gather your community and 
challenge your family and friends to go silent for 
a day to raise awareness for those denied their 
human rights. Visit WE.org/wearesilent to start your 
campaign and track your impact on the WE Day app! 
#WEareSilent

http://WE.org/wearesilent


#WEareSilent

Learn more about the issues at WE.org/exploringissues.
Learn how to take action at WE.org/wearesilent.

before she turns 15.
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Step 1: Inves tigate and Learn
To help get you started, use the world map below to 
match the issue to the country you think it belongs to.

1. With the second largest 
population in the world, child 
labour affects over 10 million 

children in this country.

While learning about major issues around the world, jot down your thoughts and feelings about them in the space 
below. Think about why a particular issue stands out to you and why you want to take action on it.

Now, go through the Exploring Issues activity with your group.

Write them below! 

2. In this country of savannahs, 
dense forests and snow-capped 
highlands, 4% of girls under the 

age of 15 are married.

3. In this small, tropical country, 
more than 60% of the population 

is estimated to live in poverty.

4. This country is labelled the poorest 
in the western hemisphere, with  
more than 80% of its population  

living in poverty.

8. Despite considerable 
economic development, the 
benefits in this country have 

not been distributed equally—
leaving approximately 52 

million people living in poverty.

B

A

Find the answer key at the bottom of the page.

1. G      2. E      3. D      4. A      5. F      6. B      7. C      8. H

C
D

E
F

G

H

7. Straddling the equator 
on South America’s west 
coast, more than half of 
this country’s Indigenous 

population lives in poverty.

5. This country is bordered by 
the Indian Ocean to the east 
and Kenya to the north, and 

is home to a booming tourism 
industry. But 21% of children 
are engaged in child labour.

6. This is the largest country in 
Central America, but on average, 
its inhabitants complete only six 

years of school, and two-thirds of 
the population live on less than 

60p a day.

Legend 
A. Haiti   B. Nicaragua   C. Ecuador 
D. Sierra Leone   E. Kenya   
F. Tanzania   G. India   H. China

WE Schools Kit 2017-2018



After learning more about the issues, you’ll want to set a goal! 
Every minute you go silent, you are raising awareness for children around 
the world who are silenced every single day. To fundraise for your vow of 
silence, ask friends, family or local businesses to sponsor your advocacy 
efforts.

While your group may wish to choose a single Pillar of Impact to fundraise for, 
each member of the group is able to choose their own issue to go silent for. 

Our fundraising goal is: 

Our fundraising impact will be for:

Goals: 
►  When are you planning on taking your vow of silence? 

 
 

►  How long will your group go silent for? 
 

 

Remind everyone in your group 
to stay off their phones during 
the vow of silence to get a true 
sense of what it’s like to not 
have a voice.

Name Issue

£

Education Water Health Food Opportunity

Set Your Goal
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Step 2: Action Plan
Now you have a goal, you need a plan to put it into action!

Issue Solution

Use the Club Cards activity in the Teacher’s Guide and the chart below to assign tasks to each group member and ensure 
your campaign goes off without a hitch!

Are there any ways your campaign could go wrong? What issues might 
arise and how can your group overcome them? Write your ideas below. 

Vow of Silence

• E.g. A teacher doesn’t know why we won’t speak to them.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• Give them a WE Are Silent Card to explain your cause 
without breaking your vow of silence.

• 

• 

• 

• 

Communications Lead
• 

• 

• 

Social Media Lead
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Step 3: Take Action
Find an inspirational quote to  

power you through your campaign!

Write your quote in the space above and  
think back to it while you’re taking action.

Reflect
Reflect on your campaign by drawing 
or writing some of the highlights and/or 
challenges. How did it feel to be unable 
to speak or stand up for yourself? 

Fill out WE Are Silent 
Cards so that every 

student can share their 
reason for going silent.
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Step 4: Report and Celebrate

Report
►  How many people participated?  

 

►  On average, how many hours did each participant go silent?  
 

►  What is the total number of hours your group went silent for? 
 

►   How many people did you reach through awareness-raising? 
 

►   How much money did you raise for your goal? 
 

►  Has your teacher contacted your WE Schools Coordinator about 
filling out an Impact Survey?    Yes  /   No

Celebrate!
It’s important to celebrate and share the success and 
impact of your campaign, and to reward yourselves for 
all your hard work.

Share your success with WE Are Silent 
by posting photos to social media using 

#WEareSilent.

►  Share photos of your actions 
with your school, community 
and WE Schools Coordinator.

►  Record the highlights of your 
event day and create a video.

►    Celebrate impacts through  
a class party, assembly or  
WE DayX.

Don’t forget to ask a parent 
or guardian to sign the Media 
Release Form found on your USB 
so WE can share your photos too.
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