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Skills:  
Information Literacy

 
 Argument Formation

  
Critical Thinking

 
Theme: Recognising the Hidden Homeless

Impact: Local

Shed light on the realities of homelessness. 

Local ► Homelessness 

AN INITIATIVE OF

  



WE Schools Kit 2017-2018

Everyone should have a place to call home. Come together 
with your friends, family and community to help break down the 
misconceptions that surround homelessness. Share daily facts 
to dispel myths and shed light on the realities of homelessness. 
When we work together to challenge stereotypes, we help 
to give homeless people back their identities as individuals 
and build the empathy of others. Raise awareness with WE 
Won’t Rest, then get in touch with local shelters to start taking 
action. Your hard work can help those in need to receive the 
resources and support they need to lift themselves up and 
succeed. Together, we can show others that we won’t rest  
until everyone has a place to call home. 

In 2015-2016, there were 
271,000 homelessness case 
actions in the UK. A rise of 
32% since 2009-2010.

Change
Homelessness + Advocacy

Fact: 



Campaign in Action:
See the Impact!
At Christ the King Catholic Sixth Form College in the 
London Borough of Lewisham, students used their 
talents to take on homelessness, a prominent issue in 
their area. The WE Group organised an assembly with a 
difference—instead of telling their classmates about the 
issue, they would show them. By acting out first person, 
real life accounts of homelessness, they brought the 
issue to life, helping their audience to better understand 
what homelessness means to different people. Visit 
WE.org/wewontrest to find out how the WE Group turned 
empathy into action.
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Ways to Take Action

Share daily facts about homelessness then 
contact a local shelter to start taking action. 

At Home:
• Spend a day with your family 

making healthy packed lunches for 
an organisation that supports the 
homeless in your community, and  
find a way to personalise each one. 

At School:
•  Have every class put aside ten 

minutes each morning to read daily 
homelessness facts and talk through the 
discussion questions.  

• Get in touch with a homelessness 
support charity or shelter in your local 
area, to learn more and find out about 
volunteering opportunities. 

As a Community:
• Hold a collection at your local 

community centre to collect clothes 
and care items for the homeless in 
your area.

Remember the clothes and 
blankets you donate should be 
washed and in good condition.

http://WE.org/wewontrest


Recycle unwanted clothes 
or blankets by donating 
them to your local shelter.

Feature a book about 
homelessness at your 
upcoming book club meeting.

Write to your local council to 
find out how they’re taking 
action on homelessness in 
your community.

Volunteer at a local shelter 
or homeless support 
organisation.

ReadWETogether
AreWESilent

VolunteerWENow
TakeWECharge

Connect With Other Campaigns:

Won’tWERest
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WE Day App Challenge!
Start spreading facts to dispel myths and take 
action to help support homeless people in your 
community. Contact a local shelter to see how you 
can lend a helping hand and track your actions on 
the WE Day app. Every volunteer action you take 
helps someone in need and sheds light on the 
realities of homelessness. #WEwontRest

  Investigate and learn with the Homelessness  
Issue Card.

 Assign Club Cards to all members. 

 Action plan with your Local Yearbook.

 Put up campaign posters.

  Write facts about homelessness on the WE Won’t Rest 
Photo Board and share snaps on social media with 
#WEwontRest. 

  Contact a local shelter or homeless support charity.

 Complete your Campaign Impact Survey. 

 Plan your WE DayX!

Checklist:

Check out other resources for this 
campaign on your USB!



#WEwontRest

Learn more about the issues at WE.org/exploringissues.
Learn how to take action at WE.org/wewontrest.
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http://WE.org/exploringissues
http://WE.org/wewontrest


Step 1: Inves tigate and Learn
Before you start taking action, you first need to learn  
more about the issue of homelessness so that you’re armed  
with the information to dispel myths and create change! 
What does homelessness mean to you? Discuss with your group and use the space below 
to write down some of the key words or phrases that come to mind when you think about 
homeless people. 

Use the Exploring Issues activity to help you learn more about the issue of homelessness and the causes behind it. 
What did you learn? Was there anything that surprised you? Use the space below to write down something that stood 
out or inspired you to take action. 

Contact local shelters or 
homelessness support 

organisations in your area to 
learn more about how  

they support the community 
and what things they need 

help with. If you need to, ask 
teachers or family members 
for support with contacting 

these organisations. 
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This awareness-raising campaign can help you launch into 
incredible actions to help the homeless in your community.  
This means there are different kinds of goals you can set 
depending on the type of action you want to take. 
How will you help shed light on the realities of homelessness? As a group,  
discuss your awareness-raising goals for this campaign.

►  How many people do you want to educate on the issue of homelessness? 
 

 
►  How many speeches, posters or social media posts will you make? 

 

 
►  How many of your peers would you like to get involved? 

 

►  If you are working with an organisation in your community  
to help fight homelessness, what actions will you be taking?  
 

 
►  If you have a fundraising goal, what is it and how will you reach it? 

 

 
►  Which organisation or shelter would you like to support? 

 

 
►  When will you hold your campaign? 

 

Set Your Goal

Remember to keep these  
goals in mind as you begin 

to plan and take action 
on homelessness in your 
community. Every action  

counts and by setting goals,  
you can help motivate  

yourself and your group  
to stay on track! 

Once you define your goal, then you can make it happen! 
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Step 2: Action Plan
Every successful campaign begins with a plan! 
Once you decide which actions your group will take to support a local shelter or organisation, discuss how you can spread 
awareness through WE Won’t Rest. Remember, during January, you’ll receive weekly homelessness facts via email to help 
you! Think of some ways to share these with your school and make sure everyone knows how your actions are supporting 
those in your community who are experiencing homelessness.

You’ll need to plan your 
actions to ensure the greatest 
impact can be made! Create 
a list of the necessary tasks 
and make sure every group 
member knows what their 
responsibilities are. 

Use the chart below to assign tasks to group members.

Action Plan

School 
announcements

• 

• 

• 

Choose your own

• 

• 

• 

Social media

• 

• 

• 

Put up
campaign posters

• 

• 

• 

Task Group member 
responsible Completed?
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Visit WE.org/wewontrest for facts about homelessness in 
the UK. Use these to inform others about the realities of 
homelessness and share them on social media to continue to 
spread awareness. Record any questions you’d like to research 
further on the issue of homelessness in the space below. 

Step 3: Take Action

Reflect
Were there any myths or preconceptions about homelessness that 
you learned were untrue? How can you use your new knowledge to 
get involved in making a difference? 

Explore ways you can keep the kindness flowing throughout  
the rest of the school year. How will your group continue to 
help raise awareness about homelessness in your community? 

Stick a photo here of your group taking action!
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http://WE.org/wewontrest


Step 4: Report and Celebrate

Report
►  Original awareness-raising goal:   Final total:   

 
►  Original supporting action goal:   Final total:   

 
►  Why is it important to help others overcome stereotypes?    

 

►  Is there anything you would do differently next time?    
 

►  Has your teacher contacted your WE Schools Coordinator 
about filling out an Impact Survey?    Yes  /   No 

Share your success with  
WE Won’t Rest by posting photos  

to social media using #WEwontRest.

Celebrate!
It’s important to celebrate and share the success and 
impact of your campaign, and to reward yourselves for 
all your hard work.

►  Share photos of your actions 
with your school, community 
and WE Schools Coordinator. 

►  Record the highlights of your 
event day and create a video.

►  Celebrate impacts through  
a class party, assembly or  
WE DayX.

Don’t forget to ask a parent 
or guardian to sign the Media 
Release Form found on your USB 
so WE can share your photos too.

WE Schools Kit 2017-2018




