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Welcome,
Thank you for participating in our WE Are Silent fundraising initiative! We’re so excited to have you and your class join us 
in our vow of silence as we stand in solidarity with the millions of children around the world who are unable to have their 
voices heard. 

Your simple but powerful action will help amplify children’s voices that go unheard all over the world, and the money you 
raise will support the Education Pillar in our WE Villages partner communities. By improving access to education, you 
are helping children around the world gain the knowledge and skills they need to empower themselves and their 
communities to speak up about their rights. 

WE Are Silent is a student-led movement where young people can join together to create change. When young people 
lead, there’s nothing they can’t do, and this fundraiser is a great way for young people to get involved in social justice 
issues, both locally and globally. To help kick off this exciting initiative, this is a step-by-step guide to launch WE Are 
Silent in your classroom. In addition to this guide, your students can download an online WE Are Silent Fundraising 
Toolkit. This toolkit will support students as they develop valuable skills such as accounting, budgeting and tracking. They 
will also gain confidence, improve their public speaking abilities and acquire leadership skills. 

This fundraiser is the first WE Schools event of the school year and it’s a wonderful way to kick off the academic year 
with purpose and compassion, focusing on children’s rights and access to education for all. As you may know, education 
was the platform that enabled us to pursue our passions at an early age and nurture our urgency to create a better future  
for children. Similarly, students fundraising for WE Are Silent will be able to contribute to a better future through 
advocacy and fundraising. Remember, together we can help to educate and empower young people to create 
transformative social change where no child goes unheard and everyone has the right to education. 

As always, thank you for your commitment, passion and contribution to support our young people in making a difference—
you are a vital part of this youth-led movement and we couldn’t do this without you.

Craig and Marc Kielburger 
Co-Founders, WE

WELCOME LETTER

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/education/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
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FeedbackWhich WE Are Silent resources did you use?
 ■ Poster
 ■ Student Guide
 ■ WE Are Silent Lesson Packages

Which resources were most useful to you?                                                                                                                                           

How did you raise your funds?                                                                               

Do you have any comments or suggestions?                                                                                                                                                   

CountriesPlease indicate which country you would like your donation to be 

directed to: 
 ■ Kenya 
 ■ Tanzania 
 ■ Sierra Leone 
 ■ India

 ■ Rural China

 ■ Ecuador
 ■ Ethiopia 
 ■ Haiti
 ■ Greatest need
 ■ Still deciding

Releasing Funds
 ■ I am ready to release these funds to immediately impact projects overseas.

 ■ I would like WE Charity to hold these funds until I have reached my goal.*

Gift Aid
Any sponsors of your fundraisers could make their donation worth a quarter more by claiming Gift Aid! To be eligible, donors must:• Be a UK tax payer.

• Complete all of the information on the Sponsorship Form, including their full address.• Read and agree to the Gift Aid declaration by ticking the “Gift Aid” column.
To enable us to claim Gift Aid, please include any Sponsorship Forms alongside this form and your total donation. For more information, refer to the Sponsorship Form or email ukyouth@WE.org.

School Name:                                                                                     
Group Name:                                                                                     

WE Schools Programme Manager/Coordinator:Address:                                                                                        
                                                                                                              

When completed, please send your donation and form to: 

WE Charity 
Re: WE Are Silent 14 Bowden Street London 

SE11 4DS

Phone Number:                                                                                     
Email Address:                                                                                     

Date:                                                                                             
Amount Enclosed:  

WE Charity is a registered charity in England and Wales (1138645) and Scotland (SC045815). 

Learn more at WE.org/gb/donate. * Funds will be held until you have indicated to WE Charity where you would like them to be allocated. Please note that not  

 all Pillars of Impact are currently active in every country. Contact your WE Schools Programme Manager or Coordinator  

 for more information.

Donation Form After completing your WE Are Silent event, please fill out this form and include it with your donation.

 ■ Social Media Toolkit
 ■ Teacher Guide

WHERE:  

WHEN:  

OUR GOAL:  

We’re pledging to go silent to raise money for children who go unheard and  
whose rights are not upheld. Proceeds will go towards their education through  
WE Villages to help give them a voice and lead the life they want to live.

AN INITIATIVE OF

Donate online at: 
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/wearesilent.

Getting Started With Your Guide
Use this step-by-step guide to support your students in the planning and running of their WE Are Silent fundraiser. This 
guide was designed to compliment your students’ WE Are Silent Fundraising Toolkit, and elements of the student toolkit 
will be referenced in this guide where applicable. WE Are Silent is a movement led by young people for young people—
this resource will help you guide your students through the learning, planning and fundraising process.

8-step Student Guide to WE Are Silent

Poster Sponsorship Form

UNCRC Articles Poster Donation Form

GETTING STARTED

Silence speaks 

volumes.

 
8-step  
Student Guide

Sponsorship Form 
 
WE Charity empowers change with resources that create sustainable impact. They do this through domestic 

programmes like WE Schools and internationally through WE Villages.

School Name/Group Name:                                   
                            Participant Name:                                     

                               

Full Name Street Address City County Post Code
Donation  
Amount

*Gift 
Aid?

Paid?

ex. Jane Smith 123 Avenue Street Birmingham West Midlands B1 1HN £10

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18. Total

WE Charity is a registered charity in England and Wales (1138645) and Scotland (SC045815).

*You can make your donation worth a quarter more by claiming Gift Aid! Your correct address is needed to identify  

 you as a current UK taxpayer. To Gift Aid your donation, please tick the box in the table above.

 By ticking the box, you agree to the following statement: I am a UK taxpayer and I would like WE Charity to reclaim  

 the tax on all qualifying donations I have made, as well as any future donations, until I notify them otherwise. I  

 understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my  

 donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay the difference. I understand that WE Charity will reclaim  

 25p of tax on every £1 that I donate. 

Remember: WE Charity strongly discourages young people from going door-to-door to collect donations.

ukyouth@WE.org

WE.org/gb/we-schoo
ls

WE.org/gb/donate

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
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Why
To engage others in changing the 

world for the better.

How
We empower people to change the 

world, locally and globally 
achieving transformative outcomes 

for themselves and others.

What
WE empowers change through 
domestic programmes like WE 

Schools and internationally 
through WE Villages. ME to WE, 

our social enterprise, creates 
products and experiences that 

allow people to do good through 
their everyday choices.

What = The Result
What results do you hope to 

achieve?
Why = The Purpose

Why do you do what you do? What 
is your purpose and motivation?

How = The Process
How are you going to make a 

change?

Why Go Silent?
Our “Why”
More than twenty years ago, Craig Kielburger read the story of Iqbal Masih,  
a child labourer who escaped slavery but was murdered after raising his voice.  
At the time, Craig was just 12-years-old, the same age as Iqbal. Inspired to take 
action, Craig and his brother, Marc, set out on a mission to free children and 
their families from poverty and exploitation. After sharing the story of Iqbal, 
they found that their classmates and other people wanted to help, too. 
Together, they found their “why:” to engage others in changing the world for the 
better. Today, WE makes doing good doable for everyone, no matter their age.

Helping Students Find Their “Why”
When someone knows their “why,” they are equipped to transform their passion into positive actions. Use the prompt 
questions below to help your students find their why. To find out more about finding your “why,” visit startwithwhy.com.

Why

Why

How

How

What

What

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/
http://metowe.com
http://startwithwhy.com
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Why Education?
Education is the first step to breaking the cycle of 
poverty. With it, children gain the skills and tools to 
uplift themselves and their communities—that’s why 
education is the foundation on which our WE Villages 
development model was founded.

But poverty isn’t the result of a single cause, and if you 
only tackle one issue the cycle will persist. 

Children can only attend school if they have access to 
clean water, are well-fed, healthy, and if their parents 
have the financial means to invest in their education and 
health. Almost 60 million primary school-aged children 
aren’t in school and some of them—girls especially—
have to spend their days collecting water; others have to 
go to work; some are too ill with no access to healthcare; some can’t afford to pay for school fees or uniforms. And many 
who do attend school are too hungry to focus on their studies. But a child whose mother can read is 50 per cent more 
likely to survive past the age of five, and if all women had a primary education there would be 1.7 million fewer 
malnourished children.

WE Charity developed the WE Villages development model to address all five of these causes of poverty with holistic and 
sustainable solutions that work in tandem.

WE Villages
WE Villages is a holistic, sustainable development model that empowers 
communities to pull themselves out of poverty through five Pillars of 
Impact—Education, Water, Health, Food and Opportunity.

Each pillar is connected to one another and depends on the relationship of 
the whole in order to produce transformative change. A community requires 
all pillars to be active in order to achieve sustainable change.

To learn more about our holistic WE Villages development model, 
visit WE.org/we-villages.

                                                O
pportunity                        Food                      

      
     

Health

Education                            W
ater

Pillars of 
Impact

WHY EDUCATION

https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/education/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/education/
https://www.we.org/we-villages/our-development-model/
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The Education Pillar  
of Impact

Empowered Children
When children are educated, they are armed with the 
courage and self-confidence to better support 
themselves and their families, their communities, and 
the next generation. They learn how to prevent illness 
and improve overall health, build and maintain 
infrastructure, manage personal and professional 
relationships, understand and advocate for basic rights, 
and secure a livelihood. That’s why education is the 
cornerstone of a sustainable community and the 
foundation on which all our programmes rest.

More than just schools.
We don’t just build the bricks and mortar of schools and move on. WE is deeply invested in working collaboratively with 
the community to achieve excellence in programming and additional support that enables young people to go to school. 
Under the WE Villages Education Pillar, we also help provide communities with:

 

Furniture, educational resources 
and supplies. 

Leadership programming and 
training for teachers. 

Facilitating extracurricular school 
activities like health and 

environmental clubs.

 

Creating programming and initiatives that complement 
government-determined curriculum. 

Finding long-term solutions to the problem of getting 
children into the classroom and keeping them  

there until they graduate.

EDUCATION PILLAR OF IMPACT

https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/education/
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Seeing the Impact in Ethiopia
In Ethiopia, WE Charity partnered with the Adisenay community 
in 2015 and completed building a new school in 2017. Located in 
the central zone of Tigray in the Ahferom District, the 
establishment provides education to not only the children in 
Adisenay, but also to children in nearby communities. When WE 
first partnered with them, the community’s school had a total of 
four classrooms: three were open-air classrooms and the other 
was built with mud and stones—none were suitable learning 
environments. At the time, only 192 students were enrolled and 
the yearly drop-out rate was 4.6 per cent, with girls being the 
most likely to leave.

WE decided to partner with the government and community to build a new school with four new classrooms, a library, an 
early childhood education centre, a playground and latrines. The community leaders and members were keen on 
partnering to improve the conditions of their school and increase access to education, which would provide a better 
future for everyone. The team on the ground mobilised the community to ensure they were able to contribute at least 20 
per cent of the total cost of building the school and worked with them to fundraise. When communities invest their time 
and resources, they’re empowered to take ownership of the school, which improves the sustainability of the project. 

Fast facts about Ethiopia:

Amharic is Ethiopia’s official language, 
although it only represents one of 
Ethiopia’s six major ethnic groups.

The literacy rate in Ethiopia for 
males is 57% and 41% for females.

Roughly 22% of children aged five to 
14 are engaged in child labour.

Since the completion of the school:

53% increase  
in school attendance— 

jumping from 192 to 362 after the 
new school was built.

Drop-out rate  
plummeted  

from 4.6% to 0%  
in 2015.

Training for the  
19 community  

leaders and teachers  
on enrolment strategies, community 

engagement, school management 
and teaching methods by WE.

IMPACT OF EDUCATION
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How to support your students with 
their WE Are Silent fundraiser!

Get doing.
Your 8-step guide to WE Are Silent.
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Step 1: Learn More
 
It is important to learn about the issue of access to education, to help inform the campaign and inspire others to join your 
students’ efforts. Provide opportunities for your group to delve deeper into issues surrounding children’s rights to find 
what they’re passionate about. Challenge students to push their thinking further using the higher thinking skills outlined 
in Bloom’s Taxonomy.

Before Your Event

Can they justify a stand or position?

Can they create a new product or 
point of view?

Can they distinguish between 
different parts?

Can they use information in a  
new way?

Can they explain ideas or concepts?

Can they recall information?

Argue, defend, judge, support, evaluate

Construct, design, develop, formulate

Appraise, compare, contrast, 
differentiate, distinguish, examine

Choose, demonstrate, dramatise, 
illustrate, interpret, schedule, solve

Describe, discuss, explain, identify, 
recognise, report, select

Define, list, memorise, recall, repeat

Evaluating

Creating

Analysing

Applying

Understanding

Remembering

See page 8 of the Student Guide for the discussion questions.

Engage Students
Delve into the problems within your community and globally by engaging your students in activities to experience the 
issue.

 
Bring in a guest speaker 
to teach your class 
about the topic. 

Explore and reflect on 
real-life stories of children 
and other people who are 
affected.

Visit WE Stories to access 
real-life stories of people in 
our WE Villages 
communities.

Conduct a class activity, such as role-playing, to help students gain perspective on the issues children 
face when they’re denied their rights. Visit WE.org/education for videos and facts about access to 
education around the world.

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/stories/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/issues-backgrounders/global-education/
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Using the UNCRC 
Explore children’s rights through the lens of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. All our lesson 
packages make links to the UNCRC—use them to help your students connect to different issues and discover what they’re 
passionate about.

Protecting Children’s Rights
On 20 November 1959, the UN General Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights 
of the Child, which defines children’s rights to protection, education, healthcare, shelter 
and good nutrition. That was followed by the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 
1989—the first legally binding international convention that supported a legal agenda to 
protect children. The Convention was the first push to protect the full range of children’s 
rights internationally and it lays the foundation for what children need to develop their 
full potential. 

Article 42 of the UNCRC states that all children, young people and adults should know about the convention and 
children’s rights. Use the UNCRC Articles Poster to ensure everyone in your group and wider community know about the 
protection and promotion of children’s rights.

To learn more about the Convention on the Rights of the Child, visit un.org.

 
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)
In September 2015, countries from around the world came together and adopted a set of goals to reach by 2030 to  
end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all. Of those 17 goals, the fourth one centres on the right  
to education.

SDG 4: Ensure inclusive and quality education for all and 
promote lifelong learning.
This goal aims to ensure everyone’s right to access quality 
education because it is the foundation to improving people’s 
lives and the cornerstone of sustainable development. This 
aligns with WE’s Education Pillar, which means that when you 
take action with WE, you become part of a global community 
that is working towards a brighter future for human rights.

To learn more about the SDG 4, visit en.unesco.org.

BEFORE YOUR EVENT

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
http://un.org
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/education/
http://en.unesco.org


12

TEACHER GUIDE

Explore Our Classroom Resources
Our wide range of educational resources help bring children’s rights issues to life in your classroom with engaging, 
experiential citizenship activities. Use our resources to empower your students to become advocates for the rights of 
young people around the world, and take action to make a difference.

Lesson Packages
Our curriculum-linked lesson packages are designed to guide 
students through the steps of WE Schools, where they will 
investigate and learn about different issues, create a plan and 
then take action. In our WE Are Silent lesson packages, 
students will gain a deeper understanding of children’s rights 
and how they play an important role in the promotion and 
protection of those rights.

Visit WE.org/libraryofresources to access the 
lesson packages.

Digital Programming
Explore the issues your students are passionate about using are digital programming modules. Available as ready-to-use 
PowerPoints, our modules are designed to support students to discover the issues they care about, challenge themselves 
and take action. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit WE.org/digitalprogramming to access the modules.

BEFORE YOUR EVENT

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/teachers-resources/library/
http://WE.org/libraryofresources
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/digital-programming/
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Step 2: Action Plan
 
Think of this event as a global movement for children’s rights. Students should reflect on what they’ve learned in the 
curriculum and in their fundraising toolkits to come up with an action plan to organise an event that will highlight children’s 
voices that go unheard and honour your students’ fundraising efforts. As a youth-led movement, your students will take the 
lead on planning and organising their event. Help them keep on track by making sure they set S.M.A.R.T. goals.

S

Specific

  M

Measurable

A

Attainable

R

Relevant

T

Timely

Who, What, Where, 
When, Why, Which

From and To How Worthwhile When

Define the goal as 
much as possible 

with no ambiguous 
language.

Who is involved? 
What do I want to 

accomplish? Where 
will it be done? Why 

am I doing this 
(reasons, purpose)? 
Which constraints/
requirements do I 

have? 

Can you track the 
progress and 
measure the 

outcome?

How much? How 
many? How will I 

know when my goal 
is accomplished?

Is the goal 
reasonable enough 

to be accomplished? 
How so?

Make sure the goal is 
not out of reach or 

below standard 
performance.

Is the goal 
worthwhile and will 
it meet your needs?

Is each goal 
consistent with other 

goals you have 
established and fits 

with your immediate 
and long-term plans?

Your objective 
should include a 
time limit. “I will 

complete this step 
by day/month/year.”

It will establish a 
sense of urgency and 
prompt you to have 

better time 
management.

Decide Your Action 
Any action you take with your students will contribute to the momentum of the WE Are Silent movement. Your action can 
be as powerful as 20 minutes of silence or a march with your school and community. Some common actions include:

• March of Silence — Gather the school to march in silence, and protest with posters in school grounds or around your 
local community.

• Relay in Silence — Schedule different classes to go silent at different points in the day.

• Rally in Silence — Gather the school in one area, such as the school hall, and block off a portion of the time for silence.

• Vow of Silence — Pledge to go silent for 20 minutes, an hour or a whole school day. Wear stickers to show why you are 
going silent.

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/


14

TEACHER GUIDE

Set a Goal

£30 
Education for a Child 
Give a child access to primary 

education and set them on the path 
to success.

£600 
Outfit a Classroom

Provide furniture and school 
supplies for an entire classroom, 

empowering students with an 
inspirational learning environment. 

£5,800 
Build a Classroom 

Build a classroom to equip a 
generation with the skills, knowledge 
and confidence to create a brighter 

future for themselves and their 
community. 

Set a Date
When will you hold your WE Are Silent event? Consider one of these dates to host your initiative, or choose your own. If 
these dates don’t work, feel free to choose dates that do work for your school.

 
20 November

This day marks the United Nations Universal Children’s Day, which offers a platform to advocate for and celebrate 
children’s rights—that’s why WE is choosing this day to go silent. On 20 November, speak up with silence and give a 

voice to those whose rights are not upheld.

13 November
Inspire people to create a kinder world by hosting your 
event on World Kindness Day. Encourage participants 
to spark a chain reaction of kindness with a donation to 

your cause.

10 December
2018 marks 70 years since the international community 

adopted the Declaration of Human Rights. Use your 
silence to honour those whose voices go unheard on 

Human Rights Day. 

See page 10 of the Student Guide for the event timeline template.

BEFORE YOUR EVENT

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
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Assign Tasks
To help plan the event, have students choose a role based on their individual strengths and passions. Some examples are 
below, but feel free to develop your own to suit your students’ needs. Ask group members how they would like you as 
their teacher to best support them in the smooth organisation of their event.

Fundraising team
  

Social media team

Marketing team
         

Research team

Top 
Tips

 ► Support students by liaising with senior leadership teams to secure event space and relevant 
permissions.

 ► If you are working with younger students, manage the groups’ social media account on their behalf. 
They can write and design content for you to post for them!

 ► Organise a secure, locked place in the school for donations to be kept. A safe in the school office would 
be ideal.

Please refer to page 11 of the Student Guide for the task sheet template.

Create a Schedule
Creating a schedule will help your students stay on track during their event. Ensure they have adequate time to fully 
prepare, complete the event and reflect on it afterwards. 

Top 
Tips

 ► Make sure the date chosen by the students is in the school calendar and doesn’t clash with any other 
planned events.

 ► Spread the word about your students’ event in the school newspaper, displays and school assemblies.

 ► Share details of your event in staff meetings and encourage other classes and staff members to get 
involved.

Please refer to page 12 of the Student Guide for the schedule template.

BEFORE YOUR EVENT

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
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Step 3: Create a Donation Page
 
This year, we’re going digital for donations! Virgin Money Giving helps you to make as big a difference as possible. By 
creating your own Virgin Money Giving page, your group will have an easy, accessible way to raise money for WE Are 
Silent. Go to uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/wearesilent to start your own WE Are Silent fundraising page!

Set Up Your Fundraiser
To start setting up your school’s fundraising page, first  
click “Start fundraising.”

• You’ll first need to sign in or create an account. Once  
you’ve done so, you’ll be asked to input information about  
your school and fundraiser to set up your school’s WE  
Are Silent fundraising page.

• You will be able to add your own goal, explain what  
you’re raising money for, and even add your own photo!

Once your page is set up, donors will be able to visit your  
page and donate to your group online.

Set up your page, share it, and start your incredible  
fundraiser—it’s as simple as that!

Not able to use Virgin Money Giving? No problem!
You can also donate via cheque. Student sponsorship forms and school donation forms are available to download and 
print at WE.org/gb/wearesilent. Please include student sponsorship forms and your school donation form alongside a 
cheque for your school’s total donation.

Please make cheques payable to “WE Charity” and send to: 

WE Charity 
Re: WE Are Silent 
14 Bowden Street 
London 
SE11 4DS

Remember: UK tax payers can make their donations worth a quarter more by claiming Gift Aid! See the Sponsorship 
Form to learn more.

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/wearesilent
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
http://WE.org/gb/wearesilent
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/


17

TEACHER GUIDEBEFORE YOUR EVENT

Step 4: Spread the Word

Inspiring Stories to Share

Faith’s Story
Faith had all the odds stacked against her—her father 
wouldn’t let her study, she was rejected from school  
and she was needed at home. But these obstacles didn’t 
deter her. Instead, she faced her challenges head-on and 
made her dreams of going to school become a reality.

• Learn more about Faith’s story at  
WE.org/stories/kenyan-girl-conquers- 
all-odds-to-get-a-high-school-education.

Mary’s Story
Mary fell in love with science after doing her first  
experiment in class. Now, she dreams of becoming the 
first female doctor from her community to show girls 
like her that it can be done.

• Learn more about Mary’s story at  
WE.org/stories/we-villages-kisurani-group-of- 
schools-encourages-more-young-women-in-stem.

Fundraising
There are lots of ways you can fundraise during the lead up 
to your main event. Here are some ideas to help contribute  
to your goal! 

Movie Night 
Host a movie night and raise money 
for your cause. Play a documentary 
to inform your viewers about issues 
around access to education and 
collect money at the door.  

Silent Auction 
Host a silent auction and raise funds 
and awareness for your cause. Ask 
local businesses to donate prizes.  

Silent Disco 
Host a silent dance party. Give each 
participant headphones to listen to 
their own music or a specific playlist 
and collect a fee at the door.  

Other ways to fundraise:
• Cake sale

• Coin collection

• Dance-a-thon

• Sports tournament

• Talent show

https://www.we.org/stories/kenyan-girl-conquers-all-odds-to-get-a-high-school-education
https://www.we.org/stories/kenyan-girl-conquers-all-odds-to-get-a-high-school-education
https://www.we.org/stories/we-villages-kisurani-group-of-schools-encourages-more-young-women-in-stem
https://www.we.org/stories/we-villages-kisurani-group-of-schools-encourages-more-young-women-in-stem
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Social Media

 
Spread the word about your event on social media! 
Use our WE Are Silent Social Media Toolkit for ready-made posts to share on any platform.

• Remember to use #WEareSilent and tag  
@WEmovement in all of your WE Are Silent social media 
posts when bringing attention to the fundraiser.

• Share real-life stories to inspire others to join your cause. 

• Encourage students to use the stories and facts 
throughout their Fundraising Toolkit to put on posters, 
social media posts or include in school assemblies and 
newsletters.

• Head to WE.org/gb/wearesilent to find all our 
downloadable resources!

E-safety
We know that keeping young people safe online is a top priority, so make sure all your students are familiar with your 
school’s e-safety procedures and guidelines. For younger students, we recommend that teachers create a group 
social media account and manage it on behalf of the group.

Get Creative
Encourage students to use their creativity and come up with other ways to spread awareness! Here are some ideas to 
jumpstart their fundraiser:

• Give students the opportunity to express their understanding of children’s rights issues using art and design. Hold a 
gallery night displaying their work to inspire and educate others.

• Provide students with speaking opportunities to share what they’ve learned about WE, children’s rights and access  
to education with their peers, other classrooms and the whole school. The more young people involved, the more 
powerful the movement! 

• Create a short film to inspire and teach others about children’s rights. Students can write scripts, music and even 
create their own animations to make it as engaging as possible.

• Help students design t-shirts decorated to show why they are going silent. They could start creating them when they 
first learn about the issue and then add to them whenever they learn something new, to create an on-going, wearable 
record of their WE Are Silent journey!

https://twitter.com/wemovement
https://www.instagram.com/wemovement/
https://www.facebook.com/WEmovement/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
http://WE.org/gb/wearesilent
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
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Step 5: Reach Out to the Community
 
Sometimes it’s tough to ask for donations, whether it’s from people you know like friends and family or those you’re 
unfamiliar with like local businesses. If your students need help, here are some things they can say or write to them!

BEFORE YOUR EVENT

To friends, family and neighbours

Hi                                                            ,

On                                    , I’m pledging to go silent with WE Are Silent in solidarity with the children whose voices go  
unheard around the world. With WE Are Silent, we’re raising money for educational programming for children in 
developing communities through WE Villages because we believe that education is how we give a voice to those  
who are silenced. Education empowers young people with knowledge to better themselves and their communities 
and to understand and speak up for their rights.

Today, I’d like to ask you to kindly donate to our cause. Any donation is greatly appreciated! We’ll also be hosting a 
bunch of fun fundraiser events that you can participate in to learn more and donate.

Thank you for your help in creating a better world for everyone.

Sincerely, 
 
                                                            

To local businesses

Hello                                                             ,

My name is                                                              and on                                    , I’m pledging to go silent with WE Are 
Silent in solidarity with the children whose voices go unheard around the world. With WE Are Silent, we’re raising 
money for educational programming for children in developing communities through WE Villages, because we believe 
that education is how we can give a voice to those who are silenced.

Our fundraising goal is                                     and I would greatly appreciate your help in reaching it. As part of our 
fundraising, we will be hosting                                                              and we are looking for                                                    . 
In return for your support, we will gladly give you and your business recognition for your donation at the event. And as 
one of our donors, I will personally let you know how we do.

Please let me know if you are able to help us out and impact many children around the world with access to education 
through your generous contribution. Thank you for your time and help in creating a better world for everyone.

Regards, 
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Step 6: Event Day

Checklist
Make sure your students’ event day goes without a hitch by reviewing this checklist. Some may not apply to your 
fundraiser, so be sure to add in anything else you need for a successful event. 

Encourage students to review the research they’ve done, including reading 
and watching real-life stories of those impacted.

Remind the school about the event in school assemblies and newsletters.

Share your event on social media with #WEareSilent and tag  
@WEmovement.

Post photos on social media using #WEareSilent to raise awareness.

Pass out flyers or cards with information about your cause.

Record the highlights of your event day and create a video.

During Your Main Event
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Step 7: Reflect
 
Thank you for participating in the WE Are Silent event! With the money 
you raised, you and your students have helped to amplify children’s 
voices around the world. Your actions have impacted children’s right to 
education and ensured WE’s sustainable development model continues 
to lift communities out of poverty. Now it’s time to reflect on the 
experience. Help your students reflect on their experiences using a 
growth mindset—whereby learning is fluid and something that can 
flourish through effort and resilience.

Ask your students:

What elements of your fundraiser were the most successful?

 
What did you find challenging about your event?

 
What skills have you developed by participating in WE Are Silent?

 
What were the three most important things you learned by going silent?

 
How will your actions create impact in developing communities worldwide?

 
How did taking action on one issue make you aware of other issues?

 
How will you continue to make an impact after your fundraiser has ended?

 

Please see page 18 of the Student Guide for the reflection template.

AFTER YOUR EVENT

After Your Event

Growth Mindset

Embrace 
challenge

Find inspiration 
from others

Persist in face 
of setbacks

Treat mistakes 
as a learning 
opportunity

Use feedback 
to grow

Sense of 
purpose

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
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Step 8: Celebrate and Share

Share Your Impact
Tell the school and wider community about the impact your students will be making with their donation. Here are some 
examples of the changes they’re helping create in global communities:

In Ecuador, thousands of  
students have been 

supported and over 18 
classrooms, libraries 
and more have been 

built.

In India, hundreds of  
schoolrooms have been 

built, including 
classrooms, libraries and 

teachers’ offices.

In Kenya, approximately  
11,500 students have 
been supported and 

hundreds of schoolrooms 
built.

Helping build a free high 
school in Kenya for boys 

like Francis Naimodu. 
Read his story at  

WE.org/stories/boys-in-
kenya-gain-access-to-

education to learn more.

Show Your Gratitude
Thanking friends, family, donors, sponsors, participants and volunteers is as important as asking for donations. Remind 
students that it’s thanks to their support that you’re able to help others. Students could show their gratitude by:

 ■ Write your final fundraising total on the poster on the next page. Display it proudly in your school to share your 
achievements!

 ■ Making thank you cards for everyone who donated.

 ■ Writing a letter of thanks to people who supported them along the way.

 ■ Creating a gratitude jar and ask students to place the names of everyone who donated and supported them into the jar. 
Keep the jar in your classroom as an honouring of your event and impact. If they’re comfortable, ask students to share 
names and why they are thankful.

 ■ Highlight a special donor or fundraiser in the school newsletter or assembly.

Celebrate
It’s also important to celebrate and share the success of your fundraising initiative.

 ■ Share photos from your event day with your school, community and WE Schools Programme Manager or Coordinator.

 ■ Record the highlights of your event day and create a video.

 ■ Celebrate impacts through a class party, assembly or WE DayX.

 ■ Thank your supporters!

AFTER YOUR EVENT

http://WE.org/stories/boys-in-kenya-gain-access-to-education
http://WE.org/stories/boys-in-kenya-gain-access-to-education
http://WE.org/stories/boys-in-kenya-gain-access-to-education
https://www.we.org/gb/wedayx/
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Submit Your Donations

Through Your Donation Page
After your event make sure to submit all donations to your donation page. Visit uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/
wearesilent for more information.

Other Ways to Donate
If you aren’t able to set up a personal donation page, you can still donate the funds you raised for WE Villages via: 

Online
Head to WE.org/gb/donate.

Post
Use the Donation Form found at  
WE.org/gb/wearesilent.

WE Charity 
RE: WE Are Silent 
14 Bowden Street 
London 
SE11 4DS

Remember: UK tax payers can make their donations worth a quarter more by claiming Gift Aid! See the Sponsorship 
Form available from WE.org/gb/wearesilent.

AFTER YOUR EVENT

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/wearesilent
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/wearesilent
http://WE.org/gb/donate
http://WE.org/gb/wearesilent
http://WE.org/gb/wearesilent
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@WEmovement #WEareSilent

Thank you to everyone who supported us 
in going silent for human rights and raising 
money for those whose voices go unheard. 
Every £30 raised gives one child access to 
primary education, opening the door to a 
better future.

Your silence 
is powerful.

We raised
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WE ARE SILENT EDUCATOR HANDBOOK

You’re helping give a voice to millions of children around the world who are silenced and whose rights aren’t upheld. The 
money you raise will go towards helping children in developing communities access quality education through the WE 
Villages Education Pillar.

With education, children worldwide will gain the knowledge and skills to empower themselves and speak up for their 
rights. They will be armed with the courage and self-confidence to better themselves, their families, their communities 
and the next generation. And with your support in WE Are Silent, your students will gain the tools to become future 
leaders. They will develop valuable, real-life skills that they’ll take with them far beyond the classroom. Your support is 
helping empower children globally to speak up for their rights and helping empower your own students to create 
transformational social change.

As a student-led movement, WE Are Silent allows young people to join together, empower each other and change the 
world. When young people lead, they’re an unstoppable force for good and we’re so excited to see what they’ll accomplish 
with your help.

Thank you for your passion to do good, your commitment to changing the world and your support for WE Are Silent and 
children’s education.

Thank you for 
participating in 
WE Are Silent!

https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/education/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/education/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-are-silent/
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