
Clean water isn’t a luxury.  
It’s a basic human right. 
One that millions of people around the world lack access 
to because of water sources that are unreliable or far 
from home. Children—especially girls—are often given 
the daily task of walking to collect water for their families, 
which prevents them from attending school and reduces 
their future economic opportunities. 

WE’s official one-day fundraiser.
Walk to raise awareness about clean water and fundraise for WE 
Villages! To date, WE Villages has provided more than one million people 
with access to clean water and sanitation, and we’re just getting started. 
There are still over 840 million people without access to basic drinking 
water, and we can help change that. For every £15 raised, you’ll provide 
one person with access to clean water for life!

Walk to give water to  
developing communities.

Date: 3 May 2019
Goal: £15 = Clean water for one person for life

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/


WE WALK FOR WATER

WE Walk For Water 2018 Highlights
Last spring, thousands of young people from across the UK 
and North America came together to help provide clean water 
for life to people in our WE Villages communities. Together, 
their efforts gave 40,000 people clean water for life! 

Thanks to their generous support, we are currently working on two boreholes in 
Kenya, water systems in Ethiopia, family and classroom toilets in Ecuador, well 
reparations in Haiti, handwashing stations in Nicaragua, along with many other 
clean water projects throughout our WE Villages communities.

Teamwork in Action
Our inaugural WE Walk For Water event brought together students from around 
the world and down the road. In Manchester, three local primary schools joined 
forces to go the distance for clean water! Throughout an eye-opening morning, 
students from Heald Place Primary School, Irk Valley Community School and 
The Divine Mercy Roman Catholic Primary School, explored what it means to go 
without water. Armed with their new-found knowledge, it was time to walk in 
the shoes of women and children living in developing communities. Marching 
around a local park, students carefully carried heavy buckets of water, 
remembering that each drop is precious! By working together to raise funds and 
awareness of global water inequality, students have made an almighty impact 
on the lives of people who walk for water every day.  

Classroom Resource
WE Walk For Water lesson plans: A teacher resource  

to raise awareness of water collection in developing countries.  
Find our WE Walk For Water lesson plans at WE.org/libraryofresources.

Learning 
Phase

Subject Connections Learning Goals Skills Developed

Primary and 
Secondary

• Geography

• Science

• English

• Sociology

• Maths

• Physical Education

• Develop an understanding of water as 
a human right. 

• Learn how the water crisis is 
affecting people and communities 
around the world.

• Action planning 

• Research and writing 

• Argument formation  

• Organisation 

• Reflection 

• Information literacy 

• Critical thinking 

• Leadership skills

ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER

https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
http://WE.org/libraryofresources


WE WALK FOR WATER

Step 1: Investigate and Learn 
Access to clean water can mean the difference between life and death. Whilst everyone is 
vulnerable, children are especially at risk of water-related diseases. With better access to clean 
water, school attendance rates increase—expanding children’s opportunities and improving the 
overall health of their family too. 

Use the Water Issue Card and issue video to learn more about the importance of clean water. Write down a few notes 
about the things you have learned. Conduct your own research to take your learning further.

How would your daily routine change if you did not have access to clean water?

Why do you think millions of people still do not have clean drinking water?

What do you think needs to be done to make clean water accessible to everyone?

INVESTIGATE AND LEARN

Why water?
Having access to clean water is directly tied to a better quality of life. In 
developing communities, women and girls have the primary responsibility of 
collecting water from distant sources and, on average, they walk 3.7 miles every 
day to fetch water. This means they often miss out on school and income-
generating activities at home. 

When communities have access to clean water, girls can attend school instead 
of bearing the responsibility of fetching water, parents can run sustainable 
farms, and families can avoid contracting waterborne illnesses. Clean water 
helps improve chances for success and productivity for all.

Every £15 raised for WE Walk For Water will help implement water projects 
and programmes in WE Villages communities. 

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/254036749
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-villages/our-development-model/


WE WALK FOR WATER

Set Your Goal
WE Walk For Water is all about raising awareness and funds for access to clean water. Every £15 donation will give one 
person clean water for life. 

What is your fundraising goal?  

How many people are you aiming to give clean water to?  

WE Walk For Water is on 3 May 2019. Will you be holding your walk on this date?  

If not, when will yours be?  

Step 2: Action Plan

Choose Your Walk

Classic Walk
• 3.7 miles 

• Entire class or school 

• Carry weights to simulate  
a water walk 

Relay Walk
• 3.7 miles 

• Determine the distance 
breakdown 

• Carry light weights in a rucksack 
or buckets

Customised Walk
• Symbolic walk (this may be best 

for younger children or families) 

• Pick your distance 

• Decide the weight you will carry 

Use the chart below to help decide who will be responsible for each task and make sure your walk goes smoothly.

Task Group Member(s) Responsible

E.g. Make posters

E.g. Set up fundraising page

E.g. Post on social media

ACTION PLAN

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/


WE WALK FOR WATER

Step 3: Take Action
Create a donation page.
By creating your own online fundraising page, your group will have an easy, accessible way to raise money for WE Walk 
For Water. Write a short description explaining why you are raising money for clean water, create a team name and set a 
fundraising goal. 

Share your fundraising page link with friends, family and neighbours using social media, email or in your school 
newsletter. Send out regular updates counting down the days to your water walk, or share facts about water access 
around the world to keep your fundraising efforts top of mind. Your fundraising page will keep track of incoming donations 
automatically.

 ► Go to Virgin Money Giving to start setting up your WE Walk For Water fundraising page.

Spread the word.
This is WE’s official global fundraising event, and we want everyone to get involved! Make sure to spread the word about 
your WE Walk For Water event so that anyone who’s interested can join and help make a difference. 

 ■ Visit WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater to download the WE Walk For Water event poster. Place posters around your school 
and throughout community spaces. 

 ■ Share inspiring water stories from WE.org/stories. 

 ■ Use #WEwalkForWater and tag @WEmovement in all of your WE Walk For Water social media posts. 

 ■ Watch our water issue video and share it on social media. 

Walk the walk.
On the day of your WE Walk For Water event, you will be walking for all of the women and children around the world 
who spend hours each day walking to collect water for their families. This walk and the money you’ve raised will create 
real impact in developing communities around the world, and you will be joining a movement of people who believe in 
access to clean water for all.

TAKE ACTION

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?charityId=1002749
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
http://WE.org/gb/wewalkforwater
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
http://WE.org/stories
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
https://player.vimeo.com/video/254036749
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/


WE WALK FOR WATERREFLECT 

Reflect 
Reflect on your impacts to help you to consolidate your learning and see what’s next for your global actions!

What did you learn about global access to clean water and sanitation?

How will your actions create impact in developing communities worldwide? 

How did taking action on one issue make you aware of other issues?

How will you continue to make an impact after your fundraiser has ended?



WE WALK FOR WATER

Step 5: Donate 
It’s time to donate your funds. You can submit your funds through your 
fundraising page, at WE.org/gb/donate, or by posting a cheque. 

Step 4: Report and Celebrate
Report
At the end of your fundraising initiative, take time to report on the impact you have made. 

How did you carry out your water walk?  

How many people participated in your event?  

How much money did you raise towards your goal?  

How many people did you reach through awareness-raising?  

Celebrate
It’s also important to celebrate and share the success of your fundraising initiative. 

 ■ Share photos from your event day with your school, community and WE Schools Programme Manager or Coordinator. 

 ■ Record the highlights of your event day and create a video. 

 ■ Celebrate impacts through a class party, assembly or WE DayX. 

 ■ Thank your supporters!

REPORT AND CELEBRATE

Say Thank You
Thanking your friends, family, donors and volunteers 
is just as important as asking people to support your 
fundraiser. It’s because of their support that you are 
able to help make an impact on your cause—so don’t 
forget to send them a kind thank you!

http://WE.org/gb/donate
http://www.we.org/gb/wedayx
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