
We’re the generation that believes every 
person deserves clean water. Walk with us 
for all the women and children who travel 
hours each day just to get water.

Event Toolkit
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Welcome

Thank you for participating in our first ever international one-day fundraiser! 
We are so excited that you are joining us as we walk and raise money for the millions of women and children 
who walk hours each day to collect water. 

By improving access to clean water, girls can attend school, parents can run sustainable farms, and 
communities can lift themselves out of poverty with improved health, happiness, nutrition, education and 
opportunity. Clean water is truly the gift that keeps on giving.

We are the generation that believes every person deserves access to clean water. To date, WE Villages has 
provided more than one million people with access to clean water and sanitation. Now, we’re on a mission to 
give another 50,000 people clean water for life. 

We are asking everyone to get involved, whether with their school, family, company, community or as an 
individual. For every £15 raised, one person will gain access to clean water for life. And when we all work 
together, our small actions will create a tidal wave of good. 

Thank you for your commitment to a better world where everyone has access to clean water. We couldn’t do 
this without you. 

Together, we change the world.

Craig and Marc Kielburger  
Co-Founders, WE
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Step 01   Why water?
Clean water isn’t a luxury— it’s a basic human right. One that millions of people around the world lack access to 
because of water sources that are contaminated, unreliable or far from home. Children—especially girls—are often 
given the daily task of walking to collect water for their families, which prevents them from attending school and 
reduces their future economic opportunities. 

Having access to clean water is directly tied to a better quality of life. When communities have access to clean 
water, girls can attend school instead of bearing the responsibility of fetching water, parents can run sustainable 
farms and families can avoid contracting waterborne illnesses. Clean water helps improve chances for success 
and productivity for all.

The life-changing impact of £15
Every £15 raised will help implement water and sanitation projects and programmes in WE Villages communities. 
The £15 price point takes into account general costs of water projects, the anticipated longevity of the project, 
average community size, etc. The funds will be put towards a project or programme within our Water Pillar, 
ensuring a sustainable and holistic impact that takes into consideration the specific needs of the communities 
we work with. For example, in Kenya we drill boreholes, build latrines and handwashing stations. In Ecuador, we 
build water catchment systems. The projects vary by country, but each one provides access to clean water and 
sanitation, helping develop healthier, more productive communities.
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WE Villages  

The goal of WE Villages is to implement a holistic, sustainable development model so that communities can lift 
themselves out of poverty and never have to rely on charity again. This is achieved through five Pillars of Impact.

Water Pillar
The WE Villages Water Pillar helps provide communities with: 

 ► Clean water for drinking and cooking

 ► Healthy and clean sanitation facilities

 ► Water infrastructure like irrigation or catchment  
systems for growing food 

 ► Educational programming to equip people with the  
knowledge they need to live healthy lives

To learn more about our WE Villages development  
model, visit WE.org/our-development-model.

UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)
In September 2015, countries from around the world adopted a set of shared goals to reach by 2030 to end 
poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all. Of those 17 goals, SDG 6 is focused on water and 
humanity’s responsibility to create sustainable and accessible sources for all mankind. 

SDG 6: Clean water and sanitation 
SDG 6 aims to ensure the availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all.  This goal 
aligns with WE’s Water Pillar, which means that when you take action with WE, you are becoming part of a global 
community that is working towards a sustainable Earth. 

UN Convention on the Rights of a Child (UNCRC)
The UNCRC is a human rights treaty which sets out a list of basic rights all children are entitled to. Article 24 
of the UNCRC aims to ensure clean water is readily available for all children. The WE Walk For Water event and 
classroom resource can be used as evidence for schools working towards UNICEF’s Rights Respecting Schools 
Award.

WE Walk For Water  
Join us on 27 April for a global WE Walk For Water event and walk in solidarity with all the children who travel 
hours each day just to fetch water. Try walking 3.7 miles—the average distance that women and children in 
developing countries walk for water each day.

To date, WE Villages has provided more than one million people with access to clean water and sanitation. Now, 
we’re on a mission to give another 50,000 people clean water for life.

Raise £15 and you’ll provide one person with access to clean water for life!

Five pillars. 
One purpose.

http://WE.org/our-development-model
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Step 02   Learn about water   
Now that you’ve signed up for WE Walk For Water, we want to equip you with tools to learn more about water 
issues and prepare your group for a successful event! 

Explore the issue 
Access to clean water can mean the difference between life and death. Since 1990, 2.6 billion people have 
gained access to improved drinking water sources, but there is still work to be done to improve the livelihood 
of over 800 million people living without access to safe drinking water.

In developing communities, women and girls have the primary responsibility of collecting water from distant 
sources. This means they often miss out on school and income-generating activities at home while hauling 
water for themselves and their families. 

With access to clean water, families are able to send their girls to school, watch their crops flourish at home 
and improve their personal health. Children are especially at risk from water-related diseases, but with better 
access to clean water, school attendance increases—expanding children’s opportunities for success and 
improving the overall health of their family.

Discussion questions:

 ► How would your daily routine change if you did not have access to clean water?

 ► Why do you think millions of people still do not have clean drinking water?

 ► What do you think needs to be done to make clean water accessible to everyone?

WE Villages community member profile 
Samson Morompi  
Sikirar, Kenya

After months of drought in the village of 
Sikirar, farmers were beginning to watch their 
cows die by the hundreds. Samson Morompi 
turned to Sikirar Primary School, the one 
source for clean water in the community, 
with an innovative idea. The school was built 
in partnership with WE Villages and equipped 
with a borehole connection for clean water. 
To create a makeshift trough for the cows, 
Morompi ran a long rubber pipe from the 
school’s water tower towards a row of black 
truck tires sawn in half—giving the cows 
a much needed drink of water. Since he 
launched the initiative, Morompi has seen a 
big change in the health of the community’s 
herds, and the health of his family.

Visit WE.org/stories/drought-drives-cows-school to read more.

https://www.we.org/stories/drought-drives-cows-school/
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Step 03   WE Villages activity    
Share this activity with other teachers in your school to help prepare students for your WE Walk For Water 
event! This activity will help students gain perspective on the daily issues people face to access water.

Objective   
Participants will learn about the various challenges and successes that WE Villages community members face 
in their daily lives. Participants will be assigned a community member’s profile and, through that profile, will 
learn about WE Villages’ five Pillars of Impact. 

For more information on the WE Villages sustainable development model, visit WE.org/our-development-model.

Materials
 ► A copy of the WE Villages community story, with printed and cut copies of community profiles (see Appendix 

A for the community story and Appendix B for the profiles)

 ► A line on the ground to divide the physical space of the room (using rope, tape, chalk, etc.)

Directions
01 Ask all students to stand in a single file line along the middle of the room. 

02 In front of their feet, draw a line down the middle of the room using the tape or rope—ask them to stand 
still with both feet on the line. 

03 With all of the community profiles (Appendix B) cut up and folded in a hat, walk down the line and allow 
each student to pick a profile, then read it silently to themselves. Multiple students may have the same 
profile. 

04 Once each person has a profile, remind the group that this is a silent, reflective activity, where you will be 
reading a story to them and they will have to listen carefully, taking steps forwards and backwards based 
on how the story relates to the character written on their profile. There will be times when students will 
remain where they are on the line; this is okay. Remind them that they will need to interpret the story for 
themselves and make a judgment on whether to step forwards, backwards, or remain still. 

05 Start to read the WE Villages community story (see Appendix A). 

06 Once the story is complete, ask students to spread out around the classroom, with a few people many 
steps ahead, and the vast majority of the group many steps backwards from the line. This is to represent 
that limited access to valuable resources can place barriers on the quality of one’s life. 

07 Ask students to look around the room and reflect on where they are in comparison to everyone else.  

08 Now ask your students to form a circle to begin the debrief discussion using the following prompts.

 • Think of one word that describes this activity to you. Share it if you feel comfortable. (sad/frustrated/ 
 guilty, etc.) 
• What made you feel this way?  
• What would life be like if each of these communities had access to basic human rights? (e.g., education,  
 water, food, health and income)  

http://WE.org/our-development-model
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Step 04   Classroom resource 
The WE Walk For Water lesson package is designed to create an experiential learning opportunity for students. 
The classroom resource enables students to develop an understanding of the current global water crisis, how this 
crisis impacts people and communities around the world, and how to make a social impact. The lesson package 
develops many aspects of character education and SMSC, with a holistic and tangible approach, encompassing 
local and global social awareness and action, and empowering young people to make positive changes in the world 
around them.

Students will learn that access to safe water is a human right and necessary for survival. The lessons will take 
students through the four steps of WE Schools, which means they will investigate and learn about the water crisis 
and water inequality; then plan and take action. Reflection is also a key component of the learning process, giving 
students the opportunity to consider what they have learned and how they see themselves as part of the solution. 
The WE Walk For Water event is the culminating activity, helping to build empathy for those women and girls 
around the world who spend much of their lives seeking and transporting water for their families. After the event, 
students will be encouraged to reflect and celebrate as they share their learning with other students, parents and 
the community to raise awareness about the importance of access to water.

The lessons will:
 ► Begin with an experience to help build students’ understanding of communities walking for water every day.

 ► Encourage students to reflect on real-life stories of people who are affected by the water crisis. 

 ► Develop an understanding of the purpose of the water walk and how students can contribute towards giving a 
person, family or community clean water for life. 

 ► Provide additional lessons to go deeper into the concept of safe water and how students can use their science 
skills to test water.

Like all of our teacher-created learning resources, you will find:
 ► Clear learning objectives and lessons structured to guide students’ progression.

 ► Teacher notes with suggestions for differentiation and enrichment activities.

 ► Links to key features of the WE Learning Framework, including active citizenship, participation and empathy.

 ► Resource list for additional research and continued learning opportunities.

 ► Links to the UN Convention on the Rights of a Child.

 
Visit WE.org/wewalkforwater to access the lesson packages.

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/teachers-resources/library/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/learning-framework/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
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Step 05   Create a donation page  
For our global WE Walk For Water event, we’re going digital for donations! Virgin Money Giving helps you to 
make as big a difference as possible. By creating your own Virgin Money Giving page, your class or group will 
have an easy, accessible way to raise money for WE Walk For Water. Go to uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/
wewalkforwater to start your own WE Walk For Water fundraising page! 

Set up your fundraiser 
To start setting up your school’s fundraising page, first click “Start fundraising.”

 ► You’ll first need to sign in or create an account. Once you’ve done so, you’ll be asked to input information about 
your school and fundraiser to set up your school’s WE Walk For Water fundraising page. 

 ► You will be able to add your own goal, explain what you’re raising money for, and even add your own photo!

Once your page is set up, donors will be able to visit your page and donate to your group online.

Set up your page, share it, and start your incredible fundraiser—it’s as simple as that!

Not able to use Virgin Money Giving? No problem! 
You can also donate via cheque. Student sponsorship forms and school donation forms are available to download 
and print at WE.org/wewalkforwater. There is also a sponsorship form included on page 29. Please include 
student sponsorship forms and your school donation form alongside a cheque for your school’s total donation.

Please make cheques payable to “WE Charity” and send to:  WE Charity 
Re: WE Walk For Water 
14 Bowden Street 
London 
SE11 4DS

Remember: UK tax payers can make their donations worth a quarter more by claiming Gift Aid! See the 
sponsorship form on page 29 to learn more. 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/wewalkforwater
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/wewalkforwater
http://WE.org/wewalkforwater
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3. Assign roles   
To help plan the event, students should choose a role based on their individual strengths and passions. Below 
are a few examples:

 
 
Remember to involve your student council, social action club, and art club to bring together different skill sets 

and help make your event a success!

4. Map it out 
To help prepare for the walk, work with students to research the routes women and children in developing 
communities take to access water each day. Then, ask students to research their own walk. Depending on 
the type of walk you choose to do, consider what would be the best environment (e.g., sports hall, auditorium, 
outside, throughout your community).

 
 
 
 

Step 06   Plan your walk  
To start planning your event, choose the right type of walk for your group or school community. 

1. Choose your walk

2. Choose weight
Many women and children in developing communities use a jerry can, a re-used plastic container, to collect 
their water from distant sources. When full, this jerry can weighs approximately 3 stones.  

To simulate this during your event, give students something to walk with that can hold some weight (e.g., fill a 
backpack with books, carry a reusable container filled with water, etc.). 

 ► Sign/poster makers

 ► Fundraising team 

 ► Social media team 

 ► Event team

 ► Water advocates

 ► Research committee

Classic walk Relay walk Customised walk

 ► 3.7 miles
 ► Entire class or school
 ► Carry weights

 ► 3.7 miles
 ► Determine the distance 

breakdown
 ► Carry light weights in  

a backpack

 ► Symbolic walk (younger  
children or families)

 ► Pick your distance
 ► Decide the weight you  

will carry
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5. Make a list

Ask students to make a list of items they will need on the day of their walk. Below are a few examples:

 ► Signs and noise makers

 ► Sun cream 

 ► Comfortable shoes 

 ► Water

 ► Camera 

 ► Map

6. Create a schedule
Block out around half the day for your WE Walk For Water event to ensure students have time to prepare, 
complete their walk and reflect on it afterwards

This is a suggested schedule for your WE Walk For Water event. Please adjust accordingly, based on your 
specific group or school!

9:00 a.m. Gather in school hall or regroup as a class after assembly/registration.

9:15 a.m. Review your route and remind students of why they are walking.

9:30 a.m.
Assess the checklist and risk assessment for your walk. Gather the materials needed, 
and prepare your students for the walk.

10:00 a.m. Start your walk (as a class, relay or customised version)!

11:00 a.m.
Regroup in your school hall or classroom and celebrate your actions. Enjoy some time 
to chat about your walk, rehydrate and have a snack.

11:15 a.m.
Debrief on the walk and how it impacted students. See page 23 for suggested reflection 
questions.

If permission forms are needed, make sure you collect them before you start your walk. 
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S.M.A.R.T. goals 

Help your students plan their event by encouraging them to create goals and assign tasks to one another to ensure 
the event runs smoothly. Have your students use the following S.M.A.R.T. goals activity to help guide them in 
setting goals that they can work towards and achieve. 

Specific:

What do you hope to accomplish? Is there a certain amount of people you’d like to participate in your walk? 
Every £15 raised gives one person access to clean water for life. How many people are you aiming to give clean 
water to?

Measurable:

How will you know when you’ve achieved your goal? Be specific about what you must do to successfully 
achieve it, whether that means reaching a target number of people to participate, or raising a certain amount 
of money. Measure your success!

Attainable:

Is your goal realistic, or more of a dream? Don’t be afraid to dream big, but be reasonable and set realistic 
goals so that you can successfully work towards and achieve them. 

Relevant:

How does your goal support the event? How would you explain this goal to other people?

Time-bound:

Our international WE Walk For Water event is on 27 April 2018. What time do you plan to hold your walk? 
When will you have your goal met by?
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Step 07   Spread the word!  
This is WE’s first ever one-day event, and we want everyone to get involved! Make sure to spread the word 
about your WE Walk For Water event so that anyone who’s interested can join and help make a difference. 

Resources to spread awareness
 ► Visit WE.org/wewalkforwater to download the WE Walk For Water event poster. Photocopy it and have 

students place posters around the school, above water fountains and throughout community spaces. Or get 
creative and ask students to design their own!

 ► Make sure to use #WEwalkForWater and tag @WEmovement in all of your WE Walk For Water social  
media and WE Day app posts! 

 ► Share the below story of Mercy Rop to inspire others to join your cause. 

WE Villages community member profile 
Mercy Rop  
Kipsongol, Kenya 
 
The only water Mercy had ever known was 
what she fetched from the river. The task had 
been hers since childhood, with the first of five 
daily trips starting at dawn. As a teenager, she 
dreamed of becoming a teacher. But with her 
unending hunt for water, Mercy struggled to 
focus on her studies, often arriving for class 
exhausted before the school day had even 
begun. Years later, WE came to her village to 
construct a borehole, and she pushed through 
the crowd with her eldest daughter to watch the 
clean water shoot from the ground, awe-struck. 
Since that day, Mercy has been unearthing a 
potential she never knew she had. With clean 
water just minutes from her home, she’s 
gained time back to earn a sustainable income 
for her family. Her farm is blossoming, cows 
growing stronger and her children are healthy 
and educated. She now has time to pursue her 
dream of opening a small shop of her own. Now 
is the moment Mercy has been waiting for!

Visit WE.org/stories/human-interest-stories-
celebrating-clean-water-on-world-water-day 
to read more.

http://WE.org/wewalkforwater
https://www.we.org/gb/wedayapp
http://we.org/stories/human-interest-stories-celebrating-clean-water-on-world-water-day/
http://we.org/stories/human-interest-stories-celebrating-clean-water-on-world-water-day/
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Fast facts 
Encourage students to use these global water 
stats on posters, during morning assemblies 
or on social media posts! These facts will help 
spread awareness about the water crisis and 
how gaining access to clean water is a life-
changing opportunity.  

 ► Raising £15 through WE Villages provides 
one person with clean water for life. 

 ► 844 million people lack access to basic 
drinking water services.1

 ► Since 1990, 2.6 billion people have gained 
access to improved drinking water sources.2  

 ► The United Nations is working to provide 
affordable access to clean water and 
adequate sanitation facilities to everyone  
on earth by 2030.1

 ► 91% of the world’s population had access  
to an improved drinking-water source in 
2015, compared to only 76% in 1990.2 

 ► 2.3 billion people lack basic sanitation 
services.1

 ► Women and girls bear the primary 
responsibility of fetching water in 8 out of 
10 households with water off premises.1

 ► Two thirds of the world’s population live in 
areas with water scarcity for at least one 
month a year.3

 ► Almost 700 million people live  
without adequate sanitation facilities  
in Sub- Saharan Africa.3

See Appendix C for sources.

Visit WE.org/wewalkforwater for videos to 
share on social media.

Walk with Nepapa

Teen turns on the tap for the first time

Miguel Vargas’ fight for clean water

What’s a water walk? These young volunteers find out.

https://www.we.org/stories/human-interest-story-woman-in-kenya-shares-story-about-the-difference-clean-water-made-in-her-life/
https://www.trackyourimpact.com/blog/2017/08/31/teenager-turns-tap-first-time-ecuador-clean-water/
https://www.we.org/stories/protecting-natural-resources-fight-for-clean-water-in-amazon-rain-forest/
https://www.we.org/stories/world-water-day-stories-youth-volunteers-venture-on-a-life-changing-water-walk/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
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Step 08   Collect sponsorship  
Collecting sponsorship is easy with Virgin Money Giving. Students can use their Virgin Money Giving page to 
collect sponsorship before their WE Walk For Water event and track their fundraising progress. Plus, it’s easy 
to share on social media channels! 

Sponsorship forms are also a great way to collect donations. Encourage students to use them if they 
do not have access to the Internet. A sponsorship form can be found on page 29 and online at WE.org/
wewalkforwater.

To achieve the greatest success possible, students should create a plan for collecting sponsorship. If they are 
using Virgin Money Giving, they can share the link to donate on their social media channels and in emails to 
family and friends. Remind students to reach out to their community, whether it be their sports teams, dance 
clubs, libraries, or any other extracurricular club they may be a part of. We do not recommend students going 
door to door to collect donations.

Weekly review
Some goals may seem tough to reach! Help students keep on track by encouraging them to reflect on their 
progress towards their goal at the end of each week. Discuss what worked and what didn’t for collecting 
sponsorship and set time aside to swap tips and fundraising stories! 

WE Villages community member profile 
Miguel and Maria Vargas  
Mondaña, Ecuador 
 
When Miguel and Maria Vargas’ daughter Nelly 
passed away after drinking contaminated 
water, the couple vowed that no other family 
should have to endure the same pain. Miguel 
and his wife began to campaign for access to 
clean water, and with WE’s support, their pipe 
dreams came true. With the support of the 
community and local government, WE built two 
clean water projects to serve each side of the 
community. Water is now piped from a spring to 
a filtration system, before making its way into 
neighbourhood homes. This is the change Miguel 
had been advocating for. The legacy of Nelly 
now lives in every clean drop! 

Visit WE.org/stories/parents-confront-tragedy-
with-action-for-access-to-clean-water to read 
more.

http://WE.org/wewalkforwater
http://WE.org/wewalkforwater
http://www.we.org/stories/parents-confront-tragedy-with-action-for-access-to-clean-water/
http://www.we.org/stories/parents-confront-tragedy-with-action-for-access-to-clean-water/
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Step 09   Fundraising Rafikis  
With every pound raised, your students will be helping families 
gain access to clean water, and earning their way to a limited 
edition WE Walk For Water Rafiki bracelet!

However you decide to fundraise, every student who raises £15 
will earn a Rafiki!

Once your group has completed your walk and collected 
sponsorship, donate your money to WE Charity by 25 May 2018 
to receive your bracelets. Your school will be sent Rafikis for 
each student in one go—it is then the school’s responsibility to 
distribute them.

If you are donating via Virgin Money Giving, please get in touch 
with your WE Schools Coordinator or email ukyouth@WE.org 
with the number of Rafikis you require. If you are sending in 
your donation via cheque, please indicate how many Rafiki 
bracelets you require using our school donation form, available 
to download at WE.org/wewalkforwater. Please allow additional 
time for cheques to be received and processed. The number  
of Rafikis requested must match the amount your school/group 
has fundraised—we regret that we are unable to offer  
additional Rafikis.

Note: 25 May is the cut-off date for earning a Rafiki only, donations can still be made after this day. 

Rafiki bracel et
Gives clean water

Water Rafiki  
£15 fundraised = Rafiki 

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/


20



W
E W

alk For W
ater

D
uring your w

alk

21

Step 10   Let’s walk the walk!  
On the day of your WE Walk For Water event, you will be walking for all of the women and children around the 
world who spend hours each day walking to collect water for their families. Remind students what it means 
to have access to clean water, and how this walk and the money they’ve raised will create a real impact in 
developing communities around the world. 

Whether your school or class is completing their WE Walk For Water event around your school property or 
throughout your community, students should be prepared to answer questions about what they’re fundraising 
for and why it matters. 

Pre-event reminders
 ► Ask students to choose a fact from page 17 that stands out to them and inspires them to participate.

 ► Encourage students to review the research they’ve done, including watching the videos by the side of the “fast 
facts” section on page 17. 

 ► Ensure the route you’ve chosen is accessible to everyone involved. 

 ► Make school announcements and visit each classroom to remind everyone about the event.

 ► If permission forms are needed, request the forms in advance of your walk.

 ► Ensure the risk assessment for your walk assesses any potential health and safety issues.

Now, it’s time to get moving.  

On 27 April, join a generation of people who believe in access to clean water for all. Have fun and stay 
safe on your walk, and be sure to share your photos with us on social media and the WE Day app using 
#WEwalkForWater. 

Good luck!

 

https://www.we.org/gb/wedayapp
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Step 11   Reflect
Thank you for participating in our first ever one-day WE Walk For Water event! By walking and raising money, 
you and your students are truly part of the generation who believes that every person deserves access to 
clean water. Now it’s time to reflect on the experience, share your successes and access resources to continue 
spreading awareness. 

Come together to reflect on your WE Walk For Water event. Ask your group:

 ► How many people participated in your event?

 ► How much money did you raise towards your goal?

 ► How would your life be different if you had to travel every day to get water?

 ► How will your actions create an impact in developing communities worldwide?

 ► How did taking action on one issue make you aware of other issues? How do you think your contribution 
towards water has impacted other issues?

 ► How did it feel to take action as an individual/school/community to support a global issue? What did you 
learn?

 ► Did you experience any problems on your walk? How did you solve them?

 ► How will you continue to make an impact after your fundraiser has ended?

Step 12   Celebrate
It’s important to celebrate and share the success and impact of your event, and to reward your students for all 
their hard work.

 ► Share photos of your actions with your school, community and WE Schools team member.

 ► Record the highlights of your event day and create a video. 

 ► Celebrate your impact with a class party, assembly or WE DayX. 

Ask students to share their WE Walk For Water event by posting photos to social media and on the WE Day app 
using #WEwalkForWater.

Step 13   Say thank you
Saying thank you to your friends, family, donors, sponsors, participants and volunteers is so important! Remind 
students that it’s thanks to their support that you are able to make an impact on access to clean water. This step 
is just as important as asking for donations.

Your students could show their gratitude by:

 ► Making thank you cards for everyone who donated.

 ► Writing a letter or email of thanks to people who supported them along the way.

 ► Creating a gratitude jar and asking students to place the names of everyone who donated and supported, into 
the jar. Keep the jar in your classroom as an honouring of your event and impact. Ask students to share names 
and why they are thankful, if they feel comfortable.

https://www.we.org/gb/wedayx
https://www.we.org/gb/wedayapp
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Appendix A: WE Villages community story  
The following community stories and profiles (Appendix B) are to be used alongside the WE Villages activity 
on page 9. Photocopy, print and cut out the community profiles (pages 26-27) to hand out to students during 
the activity.

1. If you wake up in the morning and can turn on a tap to get clean water to brush your teeth, shower, or cook 
with—take a step forward.

2. If you are a female and it is your responsibility to fetch water for your family from a local water source, 
take two steps backwards.

3. If your community has worked to implement a clean water project, take a step forward.

4. If you or someone in your family will fall ill because of a waterborne illness, take a step backwards. 

5. If you fall ill and have access to proper healthcare, take two steps forwards. Take one step forward if there 
is a local clinic you can walk to. 

6. If you can walk to a fridge or cupboard and make yourself a hot breakfast, take a step forward. Stay where 
you are if your meals are insecure, (meaning not always available).

7. If you eat one or less meals a day, take a step backwards. If your local school has (or will soon have) a 
school garden, take a step forward.

8. If you work as a farmer, who can usually provide some food for your family, however, due to the changing 
weather patterns, your family misses their dinner because there is not enough to eat, please take a step 
back.

9. If you are under 19 and are going to school, take a step forward. Take two steps forwards if you went, or 
are going, to university.

10. If you are enrolled in primary or secondary school, take a step forward. Stay where you are if getting to 
school is not always possible.

11. If you or a family member had to drop-out of school to help make money for your family, take two steps 
backwards.

12. If you are a teenage girl and married, please take a seat. You represent the 14 million girls around the 
world every year whose lives are halted due to child marriage.

13. If you are a female and have access to an alternative income programme, take a step forward.

14. If you are able to take holidays, take two steps forwards.
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Appendix B: Community profiles     
 
You are a 14-year-old girl living in Mondana, Ecuador. You are the youngest of five children, and the youngest member 
of the communities’ alternative income project. You make jewellery to sell to visitors, and because of this income are 
able to buy your own school supplies and even a small computer to help with school work. Your community has a 
small school room, and is building a new health clinic but it only provides very basic care and there is still no access 
to clean drinking water. You must take your water from the Napo River, or collect the rain water.

You are a 29-year-old mother of four from Osenetoi, Kenya. Your husband left your Maasai community to go to work 
in the city as a truck driver and sends money back every few months. Your two youngest children go to the local 
school, but you had to make the tough decision to keep your two eldest at home to help with the home and watching 
your cattle. Your community has a bore hole where you can fetch clean water, but it is a three mile walk, which you 
must make twice a day if you want enough water to cook, clean, and drink. You had a plentiful maize crop, but due to 
an infectious maize fungus, you lost your crop.

You are an 18-year-old boy from Shuid, Ecuador. Your community is high in the mountains, which makes it very difficult 
to grow any produce, so most of what you eat must be bought at the market. Recently, the school your five younger 
brothers and sisters attend broke ground on a new school kitchen, and soon there will be a community vegetable 
garden to assist with feeding the students. Your father spends three weeks every month working on a banana 
plantation six hours away due to the lack of local jobs. You are still finishing school, as much of your schooling has 
been delayed so you can help with family jobs. The local water source is a mountain spring, a few hours away by foot.

You are a 16-year-old girl from Kalthana, India. It is your primary responsibility to fetch water for your family, and 
your community depends on one well and three hand pumps which are several miles away. The well often dries up in 
the summer time, and the water collected there is often contaminated and causes illness. Your father works on the 
farm every day, and so does your older brother. Your two younger brothers attend the primary school. Your daily meal 
consists of black tea for breakfast and lunch and some rice and corn for dinner.

You are a father of three from Los Rios, Ecuador. Los Rios is located along the Napo River in the Amazon region. You 
work on a cacao plantation about 30 minutes down river from where you live. The community your family has lived in 
for generations is one of the most vulnerable in Latin America, due to lack of authority over land use, poor healthcare  
and limited work opportunities. Last month, your seven-year-old daughter became extremely sick with skin lesions 
due to the chemicals that mining companies dump into the water.

You are a 12-year-old boy from Aluo, rural China. You attend the local school with your younger sister and brother, 
which is a 45 minute walk from where you live with your siblings, parents, and grandparents. It can be challenging 
to walk to school safely because the roads often wash-out during the heavy rains. You must make the decision every 
day whether or not to risk it with your younger siblings. Your parents sell produce and eggs to make a living, but the 
unpredictable floods make this income unstable.
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You are a 45-year-old man living in the small community El Trapiche, Nicaragua. While you are passionate about your 
three children receiving an education, there is no existing school building. The closest school is a 40 minute walk 
away, and it is a dangerous walk through a canyon that often fills up with water, leaving many parents no choice but 
to keep their children at home. The closest clinic is around 7 miles away, and your youngest daughter often gets sick 
with diarrhoea from drinking dirty water.

You are a 16-year-old girl from Engikaret, Tanzania. You live at home with your father, your father’s sister, and three 
younger siblings. Your mother died during childbirth last year, and since then you have been primarily responsible 
for raising your siblings. You attended school until you were 15, but are awaiting your wedding next month and are 
no longer able to attend school, as a wife. Your community is a pastoralist community, meaning your husband raises 
and sells livestock for a living, so he is gone all day. You will therefore be responsible for raising children, fetching 
water and firewood, and taking care of the home. The water you will fetch comes from a dam, which both people and 
animals share from, resulting in a very high prevalence of waterborne illnesses.

You are an eight-year-old boy from Namelok, Tanzania. Your family consists of your mother, father, grandparents, 
five older siblings and one newborn baby girl. You have been attending primary school but recently had to drop-
out to help with your family’s income. You are responsible for watching your families’ herd of cattle during the day, 
alongside your 11-year-old brother. Due to climate change, your community often has a challenging time harvesting 
crops, resulting in malnutrition for most families.

You are a 17-year-old boy from Cardiff, Wales. You live with your dad, step-mum and half-brother. You attend your 
local secondary school, where you are in the student council. You work ten hours a week at your local supermarket. 
Your step-mum is a nutritionist and as such, your diet consists of mostly fresh fruit and vegetables and organic meat. 
When you leave secondary school, you plan on going to the University of Swansea to study journalism.

You are a 28-year-old woman from Manchester, England. You live with a roommate in a two bedroom flat on the 
outskirts of the city. You work as a graphic designer for a small company. You are financially stable, but cannot put 
away much in terms of savings. You are mindful of your monthly bills, but can eat three meals a day comfortably and 
never have to worry about a lack of access to clean water.

You are a 56-year-old woman from Edinburgh, Scotland. You live with your wife in a small townhouse, where you 
work from as a consultant. Your wife is a librarian at the local university and is passionate about growing your own 
fruits and vegetables in your home garden. You spend a week each winter visiting friends in Spain, and are financially 
comfortable. You both plan on retiring at 60, because you have been able to save enough money from having stable 
employment.
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Appendix C: Fast fact sources  
1. ”Progress on Drinking Water, Sanitation and Hygiene,” Joint Monitoring Programme, 2017 Update and SDG 

Baselines, www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/publications/jmp-2017/en.

2. “Key Facts from JMP 2015 Report,” World Health Organization, www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/
monitoring/jmp-2015-key-facts/en.

3. “Wastewater: The Untapped Resource,” The United Nations World Water Development Report 2017,  
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002471/247153e.pdf. 

http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/publications/jmp-2017/en/
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/monitoring/jmp-2015-key-facts/en/
http://www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/monitoring/jmp-2015-key-facts/en/
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002471/247153e.pdf


W
E W

alk For W
ater

A
ppendices

29

Sponsorship form
Please print clearly and make cheques payable to “WE Charity.” After your WE Walk For Water event, make 
sure you collect your sponsorship and give your donation to your teacher or group leader.

To download more sponsorship forms, visit WE.org/wewalkforwater.

Remember: WE Charity strongly discourages young people from going door to door to collect sponsorship.

*Gift Aid
You can make your donation worth a quarter more by claiming Gift Aid! Your correct address is needed to 
identify you as a current UK taxpayer. To Gift Aid your donation, please tick the box in the table above.

By ticking the box, you agree to the following statement: I am a UK taxpayer and I would like WE Charity to 
reclaim the tax on all qualifying donations I have made, as well as any future donations, until I notify them 
otherwise. I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay the difference. I understand that WE 
Charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I donate.

WE Charity 
14 Bowden Street, London, SE11 4DS

WE Charity is a registered charity in England and Wales (1138645) and Scotland (SC045815).
WE.org

Full Name Street Address City County
Post 
Code

Date
Donation 
Amount

*Gift 
Aid?

Paid?

ex. B1 1HN123 Avenue Street £1012/03/18Birmingham West MidlandsJane Smith

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-walk-for-water/
http://WE.org
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WE.org
@WEmovement

http://WE.org
https://www.facebook.com/WEmovement/
https://twitter.com/wemovement
https://www.youtube.com/WEMOVEMENT
https://www.instagram.com/wemovement/

