
We’re the generation that believes every 
person deserves clean water. Join us and 
make a difference for all the women and 
children who travel hours each day just  
to get water. 

Office Event Toolkit
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Welcome

Thank you for participating in our first-ever international fundraiser! 
We are so excited to have you join us as we walk and raise money for the millions of women and children who 
walk hours each day to collect water. 

By improving access to clean water, girls can attend school, parents can run sustainable farms and 
communities can lift themselves out of poverty with improved health, nutrition, education and opportunity. 
Clean water is truly the gift that keeps on giving.

We are the generation that believes every person deserves access to clean water. To date, WE Villages has 
provided more than one million people with access to clean water and sanitation. Now, we’re on a mission to 
give another 50,000 people clean water for life. 

We are asking people to get involved with their school, family, company, community or as an individual. For 
every $25 raised, one person will gain access to clean water for life. And when we all work together, our small 
actions will create a tidal wave of good. 

Thank you for your commitment to a better world where everyone has access to clean water. We couldn’t do 
this without you. 

Together, we change the world.

Craig and Marc Kielburger  
Co-Founders, WE
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Step 01   Why water?
$25. That’s what it costs to give one person clean water for life. Clean water isn’t a luxury—it’s a basic human right. 
One that millions of people around the world lack access to because of water sources that are unreliable or far 
from home. Children—especially girls—are often given the daily task of walking to collect water for their families, 
which prevents them from attending school and reduces their future economic opportunities.

WE Walk For Water

Join us for WE Walk For Water. Walk and help us reach our goal of providing 50,000 people with clean water  
for life.

To date, WE Villages has provided more than one million people with access to clean water and sanitation. 

For every $25 raised, you’ll provide one person with access to clean water for life!
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WE Villages  

The goal of WE Villages is to implement a holistic, sustainable development model so that communities can lift 
themselves out of poverty and never have to rely on charity again. This is achieved through five Pillars of Impact.

Water Pillar

The WE Villages Water Pillar helps provide communities with: 

 ► Clean water for drinking and cooking

 ► Healthy and clean sanitation facilities

 ► Water infrastructure like irrigation or catchment  
systems for growing food 

 ► Educational programming to equip people with the  
knowledge they need to live healthy lives

To learn more about our WE Villages development  
model, visit WE.org.

UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)

In September 2015, countries from around the world came together and adopted a set of goals to reach by 2030 
to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all. Of those 17 goals, SDG 6 was identified as an issue 
that specifically talks about water and humanity’s responsibility to create sustainable and accessible sources for 
all humankind. 

SDG 6: Clean water and sanitation 

SDG 6 aims to ensure the availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all. This goal 
aligns with WE’s Water Pillar, which means that when you take action with WE, you are becoming part of a global 
community that is working toward a sustainable Earth. 

$25 gives one person clean water for life 

Every $25 raised for WE Walk For Water will help implement water projects and programs in WE Villages 
communities. This takes into account general costs of water projects, the anticipated longevity of the project, 
average community size, etc. The funds will be put toward a project or program within the Water Pillar, ensuring a 
sustainable and holistic impact that takes into consideration the specific needs of the communities we work with. 

Having access to clean water is directly tied to a better quality of life. When communities have access to clean 
water, girls can attend school instead of bearing the responsibility of fetching water, parents can run sustainable 
farms and families can avoid contracting waterborne illnesses. Clean water helps improve the chances for success 
and productivity for all.

Five Pillars. 
One Purpose.
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Step 02   Learn about water   
Now that you’ve signed up for WE Walk For Water, we want to equip you with tools to learn more about water 
issues and prepare you for a successful event! 

Explore the issue 
Access to clean water can mean the difference between life and death. Since 1990, 2.6 billion people have 
gained access to improved drinking water sources, but there is still work to be done to improve the livelihood 
of over 800 million people living without access to safe drinking water.   

In developing communities, women and girls have the primary responsibility of collecting water from distant 
sources. This means they often miss out on school and income-generating activities at home while hauling 
water for themselves and their families. 

With access to clean water, families are able to have their girls attend school, watch their crops flourish at 
home and improve their personal health. Children are especially at risk of contracting water-related diseases. 
With better access to clean water school attendance rates increase—expanding the opportunities in children’s 
lives and improving the overall health of their family, too.

Team building questions:

 ► How would your daily routine change if you did not have access to clean water?

 ► Why do you think millions of people still do not have clean drinking water?

 ► What do you think needs to be done to make clean water accessible to everyone?

WE Villages community member profile 
Samson Morompi  
Sikirar, Kenya

After months of drought in the village of 
Sikirar, farmers were beginning to watch their 
cows die by the hundreds. Samson Morompi 
turned to Sikirar Primary School, the one 
source for clean water in the community, 
with an innovative idea. The school was 
built in partnership with WE Villages and 
is equipped with a borehole connection for 
clean water. To create a makeshift trough 
for the cows, Morompi ran a long rubber pipe 
from the school’s water tower toward a row 
of black truck tires sawn in half—giving the 
cows a much needed drink of water. Since he 
launched the initiative, Morompi has seen a 
big change in the health of the community’s 
herds, and the health of his family.

Visit WE.org/stories/drought-drives-cows-school to read more.
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Step 03   Create a fundraising page  
CrowdRise is one of the world’s largest online platforms dedicated to charitable giving. Go to crowdrise.com/
wewalkforwater2018 to create your own WE Walk For Water fundraising page! 

Choose country  
Start by selecting which country you will be  
participating in.

Create fundraising team page  
To start setting up your team’s  
fundraising page, select “Create your page.” 

You’ll then be able to join an existing team,  
or start your own team by assigning a name,  
setting a fundraising goal and filling out the  
contact information. 

Individual fundraising page  
Once your page is all set up, friends, family and/or 
co-workers will be able to create their own individual 
fundraising page under your team name. Donations 
will be tracked by individual participants, as well as 
by team.

 
Donating made easy  
Share your fundraising page with friends, family and 
community members. Donors will be able to see 
who is participating in the event, what your goal is 
and why raising money for clean water is important! 
CrowdRise will track your donation goals and make it 
easy for people to donate to your cause!

Not able to use CrowdRise? No problem!

Pledge forms are available for download at  
WE.org/wewalkforwater. 
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3. Assign roles   
To help plan the event, have friends or colleagues choose a role based on their individual strengths and 
passions. Below are a few examples.

 
 
Remember to involve your office social impact team or senior leadership team to help spread the word and 

make your event a success by bringing together different skill sets and support!

 
 
 
 

Step 04   Plan your walk  
To start planning your event, choose the right type of walk for your team.

1. Choose your walk

2. Choose weight
Many women and children in developing communities use a jerry can, a re-used plastic container, to collect 
their water from distant sources. When full, this jerry can weighs approximately 40 pounds.  

To simulate this during your event, have friends or colleagues choose something to walk with that holds a bit 
of weight to it (i.e., a full water cooler jug, a bucket of water, etc.).

 ► Sign/poster makers

 ► Fundraising team 

 ► Social media team 

 ► Event team

 ► Water advocates

 ► Research committee

4. Create a schedule
Block off appropriate timing for your WE Walk For Water event to ensure you and your colleagues have time to 
prepare, complete the walk and reflect on it afterward.

Classic walk

 ► Up to 5km, or your team’s desired distance
 ► Walk around the office or outside, raising awareness among colleagues and 

community members
 ► Optional: Add weights to demonstrate the significance of the walk (being sure 

safety comes first). Examples include a bucket of water or the office water 
cooler.

Relay walk
 ► 5 km
 ► Determine the distance breakdown depending on how many people are on your 

team.
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Step 05   Spread the word!  
This is WE’s inaugural WE Walk For Water event, and we want everyone to get involved! Make sure to spread 
the word about your WE Walk For Water event so that anyone who’s interested can join and help make a 
difference. 

Resources to spread awareness
 ► Visit WE.org/wewalkforwater to download the WE Walk For Water event poster under Companies Resources. 

Photocopy it and place posters around the office and throughout community spaces. 

 ► Make sure to use #WEwalkForWater and tag @WEmovement in all of your WE Walk For Water social  
media posts! 

 ► Share the story of Mercy Rop to inspire others to join your cause. 

WE Villages community member profile 
Mercy Rop  
Kipsongol, Kenya 
 
The only water Mercy had ever known was 
what she fetched from the river. The task had 
been hers since childhood, with the first of five 
daily trips starting at dawn. As a teenager, she 
dreamed of becoming a teacher. But with her 
unending hunt for water, Mercy struggled to 
focus on her studies, often arriving for class 
exhausted before the school day had even 
begun. Years later, WE came to her village to 
construct a borehole, and she pushed through 
the crowd with her eldest daughter to watch the 
clean water shoot from the ground, awe-struck. 
Since that day, Mercy has been unearthing a 
potential she never knew she had. With clean 
water just minutes down the path from her 
home, she’s gained time back to earn a better 
income for her family by focusing on productive 
activities. Her farm is blossoming, cows growing 
stronger and her children are healthy and 
educated. She now has time to pursue her 
dream of opening a small shop of her own. Now 
is the moment Mercy has been waiting for.

Visit WE.org/stories/human-interest-stories-
celebrating-clean-water-on-world-water-day 
to read more.
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Fast facts 
These facts will help spread awareness about 
the water crisis and how gaining access to clean 
water is a life-changing opportunity.  

 ► Raising $25 through WE Villages provides 
one person with clean water for life. 

 ► 844 million people lack access to basic 
drinking water services.1

 ► Since 1990, 2.6 billion people have gained 
access to improved drinking water sources.2  

 ► The United Nations is working to provide 
affordable access to clean water and 
adequate sanitation facilities to everyone  
on earth by 2030.1

 ► 91% of the world’s population had access  
to an improved drinking-water source in 
2015, compared to only 76% in 1990.2 

 ► 2.3 billion people lack basic sanitation 
service.1

 ► Women and girls bear the primary 
responsibility of fetching water in 8 out of 
10 households with water off premises.1

 ► Two thirds of the world’s population live in 
areas with water scarcity for at least one 
month a year.3

 ► Almost 700 million people live  
without adequate sanitation facilities  
in Sub-Saharan Africa.3

Visit WE.org/wewalkforwater for videos to 
share on social media.

Walk with Nepapa

Teen turns on the tap for the first time

Miguel Vargas’ fight for clean water

What’s a water walk? Youth volunteers find out.

1. ”Progress on Drinking Water, Sanitation and Hygiene,” 
Joint Monitoring Programme, 2017 Update and SDG 
Baselines, www.who.int/water_sanitation_health/
publications/jmp-2017/en/.

2. “Key Facts from JMP 2015 Report,” World Health 
Organization, www.who.int/water_sanitation_
health/monitoring/jmp-2015-key-facts/en/.

3. “Wastewater: The Untapped Resource,” The United 
Nations World Water Development Report 2017,  
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/
images/0024/002471/247153e.pdf. 
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Step 06   Collect pledges  
Collecting pledges is easy with CrowdRise. Once your CrowdRise page is set up, encourage colleagues to share 
it with friends and family, and on their social media channels.

Additionally, pledge sheets are a great way to collect donations. Pledge sheets can be found online at WE.org/
wewalkforwater.

 

Weekly review
Some goals may seem tough to reach! Help your team stay on track by encouraging them to reflect on the 
progress of their goal at the end of each week. 

WE Villages community member profile 
Miguel and Maria Vargas  
Mondaña, Ecuador 
 
When Miguel and Maria Vargas’ daughter Nelly 
passed away after drinking contaminated water, 
the couple vowed that no other family should 
have to endure the same pain. Miguel and his 
wife began to campaign for access to clean 
water, and, with WE’s support, their pipe dreams 
came true. With the support of the community 
and local government, WE built two clean water 
projects to serve each side of the community. 
Water is now piped from a spring to a filtration 
system, before making its way into neighborhood 
homes. This is the change Miguel had been 
advocating for. The legacy of Nelly now lives in 
every clean drop.

Step 07   Let’s walk the walk!  
On the day of your WE Walk For Water event, you will be walking for all of the women and children around 
the world who spend hours each day walking to collect water for their families. Remind your company what it 
means to have access to clean water, and how this walk and the money they’ve raised will create real impact 
in developing communities around the world.

Now, it’s time to get moving 
Join a generation of people who believe in access to clean water for all. Have fun and stay safe on your walk, 
and make sure to share your photos with us on social media! 

 

Visit WE.org/stories/parents-confront-tragedy-
with-action-for-access-to-clean-water to read 
more.
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Step 08   Reflect
Thank you for participating in the WE Walk For Water event! By walking and raising money, you and your 
colleagues are truly part of the generation that believes every person deserves access to clean water. Now 
it’s time to reflect on the experience, share your successes and access resources to continue spreading 
awareness. 

A few optional questions to share with your team:

 ► How would your life be different if you had to travel every day to get water?

 ► How will your actions create impact in developing communities worldwide?

 ► How did taking action on one issue make you aware of other issues? How do you think your contribution 
toward access to water has impacted other issues?

 ► How did it feel taking action as an individual/company/community to support a global community?  
What did you learn?

 ► How will you continue to make an impact after your fundraiser has ended?

Step 09   Celebrate
It’s important to celebrate and share the success and impact of your campaign, and to reward your colleagues 

for all their hard work.

 ► Share photos of your actions with your company and WE Partnership Manager.

 ► Record the highlights of your event day and create a video. 

Step 10   Give thanks
Thanking your friends, family, donors, sponsors, participants and volunteers is so important! Remind 
colleagues that it’s thanks to their support that you are able to help make an impact for access to clean water. 
This step is just as important as asking for donations.
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Please print clearly. Full name and mailing address are required for tax receipt. 

Participant name: 

Address:  

City:    Prov/State:  

Postal code/ZIP:    Tel: 

Email: 

Walk location:  

Team/School name:  

Please make check payable to WE Charity. WE Charity can issue charitable tax receipts for all donations 
$10 or more. 

Donor information Amount donated Cash or check

Donor name:                                                                        Tel: 

Address:                                                                               Apt:               Postal code/ZIP: 

Email address: 
$

Cash

Check

Donor name:                                                                        Tel: 

Address:                                                                               Apt:               Postal code/ZIP:

Email address: 
$

Cash

Check

Donor name:                                                                        Tel: 

Address:                                                                               Apt:               Postal code/ZIP: 

Email address: 
$

Cash

Check

Donor name:                                                                        Tel: 

Address:                                                                               Apt:               Postal code/ZIP:

Email address: 
$

Cash

Check

Donor name:                                                                        Tel: 

Address:                                                                               Apt:               Postal code/ZIP:

Email address: 
$

Cash

Check

Remember: WE Charity strongly discourages youth from going door-to-door to collect pledges, unless 
accompanied by a parent or guardian.

WE Charity Headquarters 
339 Queen Street East,  
Toronto, ON M5A 1S9
Canada Tax ID: 88657 8095 RR0001

WE Charity Chicago
318 West Adams Street, Suite 1200C 
Chicago, IL 60606 
U.S. Tax ID: 501(c)(3)-16-1533544
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WE.org
@WEmovement


