
LEADERSHIP SKILLS  CRITICAL THINKING  REFLECTION

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 10: REDUCED INEQUALITIES

Organise 
a volunteer 
activity with 
your peers.

volunteer 
now



VOLUNTEERING +  
YOUTH EMPOWERMENT =

Volunteering brings people together and 
makes our communities better places for 
everyone to live. Whether you make an 
impact on a local issue or rally together  
for a global cause, volunteering is proven  
to improve life skills and career prospects.

Find your passion for change and gather your 
peers to volunteer for a cause you care about. 
Support younger students in your school to 
organise a fundraiser or take local action and 
create change on an issue or problem you see 
affecting your world.

FACT: One quarter of young 
people aged 16-24, volunteer 
at least once a month!*

INTRODUCTION WE VOLUNTEER NOW

*Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport. Community Life Survey 2017 -18. 
assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/734726/Community_Life_Survey_2017-18_statistical_
bulletin.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/734726/Community_Life_Survey_2017-18_statistical_bulletin.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/734726/Community_Life_Survey_2017-18_statistical_bulletin.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/734726/Community_Life_Survey_2017-18_statistical_bulletin.pdf


At School
• Launch a social action club for 

younger years in your school 
and support them to organise a 
fundraiser, e.g. a coin 
collection.

• Organise a volunteer week and 
recruit volunteers for your 
school and local area, such as 
your library or an elderly 
people’s home.

At Home
• Spend time together cleaning 

up a local park or other green 
space.

• Bring your family together to 
volunteer at a foodbank or 
community centre.

As a Community
• Host a volunteering meet-and-

greet in your community, 
where community members 
can meet organisations 
needing volunteers.

• Organise a community clothing 
collection for a homeless 
shelter.

Rally your group to volunteer 
locally or support younger students 
to organise a fundraising action.

Ways to Take Action

WAYS TO TAKE ACTION

Campaign in Action
Penarth Group School in Stockport are taking on an 
incredible challenge—connecting with their community and 
creating a beautiful outdoor space at the same time. 

Wanting to find a way to break down barriers and spend time 
with their local elderly community, students have redesigned 
their school garden and purchased a garden house, 
decorating it with plants and colourful furnishings. They 
now have the perfect quiet space to relax and share stories 
with each other!

WE VOLUNTEER NOW



WE VOLUNTEER NOWWAYS TO TAKE ACTION

International Volunteer 
Day
Spread the message about your volunteering projects on  
5 December 2019!

International Volunteer Day is the perfect way to inspire 
your peers to take action and raise awareness about all 
the different forms volunteering can take.

Find out more at www.un.org/en/events/volunteerday.

Challenge Your 
Peers
Volunteering is about doing something 
good to help others. Challenge your 
friends to perform daily acts of kindness 
and share them on social media using 
#WEvolunteerNow.** Help an elderly 
neighbour with their shopping or spend 
lunch with a new student at school—the 
possibilities are endless!

Connect With Other Campaigns

Fundraise 
Launch a social action  
club and lead others to  
organise a fundraiser.*

WE Need Numeracy 
Organise a numeracy 

workshop in your local 
community centre to help 

community members learn  
more about the importance  

of numeracy skills.

WE Go Green
Help brighten up your 

environment and go litter  
picking in your 

local community.

WE Won’t Rest
Support vulnerable members  

of your community by  
volunteering at your  

local homeless shelter.

*Check out your Global Social Action Guide for fundraising tips, inspiration and action planning tools.

**We know that keeping young people safe online is a top priority, so make sure you are familiar with your school’s e-safety procedures and guidelines. 
For younger students, we recommend that your teacher creates a group social media account and manages it on behalf of your group.

http://www.un.org/en/events/volunteerday
http://we.org/gb/weneednumeracy
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-go-green/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-wont-rest/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/


STEP 1
Investigate and Learn 
Get started by thinking about which local or global issues 
you’re passionate about and which organisations you 
would like to volunteer or fundraise for. If you need some 
help thinking about which issues ignite your passion for 
change, visit the Exploring Issues webpage.

What local issues are you passionate 
about?  

Get Doing
CHECKLIST

 ■ Investigate and learn with the Exploring 
Issues webpage.

 ■ Visit WE.org/gb/wevolunteernow for more 
resources.

 ■ Discover fundraising tips in the Global Social 
Action Guide.

 ■ Create an action plan.

 ■ Put up campaign posters.

 ■ Print out and distribute the Volunteer Profiles.

 ■ Share on social media with 
#WEvolunteerNow.

 ■ Share your impacts with your WE Schools 
Programme Manager.

 ■ Plan your WE DayX.

What global issues are you passionate about?

What local or global organisations would you like to volunteer or fundraise for?

 
Now zone in on your own community!
If you decide you want to volunteer locally, you can learn about the issues in your community by taking a walk around 
your local area and mapping out the issues you see. Download the Community Mapping Activity to support you.

What social issues are apparent in your local community? Which issues were you most surprised by?

GET DOING WE VOLUNTEER NOW

https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/issues-backgrounders/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/issues-backgrounders/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/issues-backgrounders/
http://WE.org/gb/wevolunteernow
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/kit/
https://www.we.org/gb/we-at-school/we-schools/campaigns/we-volunteer-now/
http://www.we.org/gb/wedayx
https://cdn.we.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Community-Mapping_UK.pdf?_ga=2.12483316.131233732.1561975128-2009934439.1560244813


STEP 2
Action Plan

Set Your Goal
Whether you plan a volunteer action in your local community or support younger students to organise a 
fundraiser, you’ll make a mighty impact. Set a goal to stay on track.

What will your volunteer action be?  

When will you hold your volunteer week or fundraiser?  

If you’re volunteering with younger students, how will you support the group?  

What is your volunteering goal (e.g., hours, actions, amount raised)?  

More people means more impact! How will you rally together and increase participation in your campaign? 

 

 
Create a Timeline
Create a timeline to plan your actions! Plot the steps your group will take to get ready for your volunteer actions, 
including how you will rally people together to participate.

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

What supplies will you need?

Mind-map any issues that might come up during your actions so you can be better prepared to handle them (e.g., bad 
weather, fewer students participating than expected, etc.).

GET DOING WE VOLUNTEER NOW

E.g. advertise your fundraising club to younger students

E.g. hold first meeting 



STEP 3
Take Action
Encourage students and community members to rally together for your volunteering or fundraising actions. By 
engaging in meaningful actions, you will be making positive change, while boosting the well-being and skills of 
yourself and others!

Tip: Get creative and hold a fun event 
so the whole school can get involved!

Share your pictures, progress and volunteer actions on social media with 
#WEvolunteerNow.

 
Reflect

What did it feel like to help others?

What were the main impacts you feel you had?

Volunteering teaches us many skills. What skills did you develop by taking part in the WE Volunteer 
Now campaign?

GET DOING WE VOLUNTEER NOW



STEP 4
Report and Celebrate 
Report
How many different activities did you plan?  

How many people did you get involved in volunteering or fundraising actions?  

How many hours, on average, did each person volunteer or fundraise for?  

Have your thoughts on volunteering changed? How?  

If you supported younger students to fundraise, how much did you raise?  

 
Celebrate
Make sure you celebrate and share the success of your campaign, and reward yourselves for all your hard work. 

 ■ Share photos of your actions with your school, community and WE Schools Programme Manager.

 ■ Capture the highlights of your event day and create a video or classroom display.

 ■ Celebrate impacts through a class party, assembly or WE DayX.

 

Thank everyone who supported your campaign!
Use this space to think of fun ways to thank those who participated (e.g. send a letter to the organisation you 
supported to share your impact).

GET DOING WE VOLUNTEER NOW

http://www.we.org/gb/wedayx


RESOURCES

Volunteer Profiles
You’ve pulled together an all-star team for WE Volunteer Now. Ask your teammates to sit down and design their own 
volunteer profile cards and pin them on a noticeboard to share your talents and motivations with each other. To print 
more, go to WE.org/gb/wevolunteernow.

 

volunteer 
now

 
Name:

 

My volunteer talent:

 
 
 
 
 

I volunteer because:

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

volunteer 
now

 
Name:

 

My volunteer talent:

 
 
 
 
 

I volunteer because:

 
 
 
 
 

WE VOLUNTEER NOW

http://WE.org/gb/wevolunteernow


WE.org/gb/wevolunteernow
Visit the website for more stats, information, and downloadable posters and 
infographics to help you make a difference. Plus, don’t forget to share these 
on social media with #WEvolunteerNow.

Further Online Resources

80% OF 
EMPLOYERS 
value volunteering on 
a CV, when recruiting.*

RESOURCES WE VOLUNTEER NOW

*TimeBank. timebank.org.uk/key-facts

http://WE.org/gb/wevolunteernow
http://timebank.org.uk/key-facts
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