
 

 

 

June 2017 

 

Dear WE Friends and Supporters, 

 

Thank you for your continued interest in WE Charity and the organizations financial health. I am writing this 

letter on behalf of the US Board of Directors and the Finance Committee to help in better understanding of 

the operational and financial structure of the organization. In addition to the 2016 Annual Report where we 

provide a summary of our finances, the commentary in this letter will further clarify the fiscal position of WE 

Charity. 

 

 

Audited Financial Statement 

 

The following document is the Audited Financial Statement for WE Charity where we are once again proud to 

have received an unqualified audit report, indicating that after a comprehensive audit of our financial and 

accounting systems and operations, our auditors have been satisfied that our financial statement is 

presented fairly, and in accordance with the prevailing accounting standards for non-profits. 

 

In addition, we continue to maintain our global organizational administration rate at an efficient 10% which 

implies that the cost of administering and implementing programs is a tenth of the project cost, one of the 

lowest among charities. In 2016, our investment in international and domestic programming that directly 

benefited and impacted youth increased to just over $25 million, as compared to the previous year’s $20.4 

million.  

 

 

Unique Model: At Home and Abroad 

 

WE Charity is unique among other charities in the US, in that it operates programs both domestically and 

internationally. The international work focuses on breaking the cycle of poverty in developing communities 

through holistic, sustainable solutions. While the domestic work focusses on engaging millions of students in 

service-learning through programming built to engage youth as future change agents. We provide youth with 

the opportunities and tools to positively impact the lives of others less privileged in their communities, near 

home or abroad.  

 

In 2016, the organization changed its name from Free the Children to WE Charity. This was done not due to a 

change in mission; instead was designed to more clearly reflect the brand alignment with its ongoing mission 

to empower change that creates sustainable impact. 

 



 

 

 

Board of Directors 

 

Our board of directors comprise of some of the best minds in finance, technology, social justice, 

philanthropy, governance, and educational programming. They are a volunteer board deeply committed to 

the issues of empowerment, justice, equity and in the belief that youth can ‘change the world’ to make it a 

better place; values of the WE movement. They not only provide legal and financial oversight of the 

organization but also play a critical role in reviewing and approving our audited financial statements, 

analyzing impact of our international development work, and guiding the organization in its growth and 

sustainability. 

 

The hard work of the board is evident in the evolution of the organization from its humble beginnings to its 

current state.  

 

My sincere appreciation and thanks to our Board of Directors and the Finance Committee for their support, 

guidance and leadership in ensuring WE Charity remains a trusted and accountable organization. 

 

Sincerely 

 
Scott Baker 

Executive Director 

WE Charity 
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